
The first monthly meeting was held on the 4th ol April, 1K76, at which
fifty women enrolled themselvi's as mi rubers. At the (;eneral Assembly in June
the «onstitution was approved and tht- Society rommended to the Church.

The organizing of Auxiliaries and Mission liands was the first step taken
by the Hoard. Copies of the constitution were sent to pastors in the cities
and towns, and in many cases Auxiliaries were formed by ministers in tluir
own congregations. The first Auxiliary outside I'oroiUo was organized in this
way at I^ncaster t)y the pastor, lit: . Mr. Ross, who did much to promote
interest in the movement in that district of country. Rev. Dr. Maclaren orga
nized many of the first branches taking opportunity to do so as his duty called
him to preach in va
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nearly always formed with the hearty co-operation of pastors.

Many devoted women at different centres did noble service in organi/.mg
^nd in encouraging weak branches. Among the pioneers the names of Mrs.
Cordon, Harrington ; Mrs, Blair, Prescott ; .Miss Cameron, Sarn.a ; Mrs. Ball,
Vanneck ; Mrs. Smellie, Fergus ; Mrs. Roger, London ; Mrs. Fraser, (llengarry ;

Mrs McCrae (iuelph : and iMrs Watt, Winnipeg, a.e well-known to us all ; but
in truth from one end of the .Society to the other the women who have done
their part faithfully are so great a lost that even to mention their names would
occupy all our space.


