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or the other. There Is no judgment of the
Privy Council telling this Government to

Interfere or not to interfere.

Now, we are toUl that If this Bill is pn.s.sed

the light will be over. Well, Sir, if 1 be-

lieved that, I would bo iuoliued to go a
long way. I would be disposed to do many
thiiijrs 1 would not otlierwise wish to do,

if I thought that the passing of this Bill

would be a (iiiality in this matter. But, Sir,

enn I shut my eyes to tlie agitation going
on in tlie country to-day V Can 1 shut my
eyes to the unanimity of sentiment in Mani-
toba, where three elections have been run
on that (luestion, and where there has been
a majority in favour of the riglits of tlie

l)rovince every time. Can I slr.U my eyes
to the fact, as we are told, tliat at le;ist

85 per cent of the people of ."\ianitoba are
in favour of allowing tliat province to work
out her own destinies according to tlie law
she lias placed upon the statute-book ? Can
I shut my eyes to tlie fact tlint all over
the country there is no defence of the action
of the (lovernment by tlie press of the coun-
try who gauge ond educate public senti-

ment ? Can 1 shut my eyes to the fact

that there has been scarcely a gathering
all over this Dominion, which says to this

Government : Go on and do what you are
doing to-day. No. Sir, it is the very reverse.

I therefore say Lliar I have no riglit to as-

same that the passage of this Bl'l would be
the end of this contest. I do not believe that
the heartburnings and the strife that Is

raised to-day, would all die out in a few
months if we force Manitol)a to do as she
is not iucllued to do. I believe that the sen-

timent of the country does not justify any
interference witli the province of Manitoba
in this matter. 1 believe that public senti-

ment of till! country is, that there shall be
no interf. yence.

\ow thi-n. what will be the result to the
present Government if they persist in presy-

Ing this Bill. It must in my judgment in-

evitably result either in their defeat in tuls

House, or in their defeat in the country. It

may be said that the country has not spoken.
We have often asked them of late to appeal
to the country, and we have said, that al-

though we believe public sentiment is against
you, yet if you appeal to the coimtry, and If

the voice of the country says, pass tliat law,
you will be justified in doing it. But they
have not appealed to the country, nor given
the electorate an opportunity to speak. If

they are defeated in this House tliey must
appeal to the country, and if then the judg-
ment of the electoiate is that the Govern-
ment shall go on with the measure, then
they will be justified. The Government will

be fortified with public opinion behind them,
and they will be fortified with the support
of many friends in this House who are op-
posing them to-day. Sir. If I know anything
about the public sentiment of the country,
I say it is all adverse to the policy of the
Government in this matter. Mr. Speaker,

I can only express regret, as I did at the be-
ginning of this debate, that lam obliged to
place myself in opposition to the Govern-
ment of the day. However, I do not believe
that I am in opposition to the sentiment of

j

the Conservative party of this countvy
1

when 1 oppose the Government. I be-
lieve that the Government is against
public opinion, and that I am with
public opinion in doing as I am do-
ing now. I believa I am in harmony with

' the sentiments of the people of Ontario to-

day, when 1 am standing as 1 am against
I

the Government on thi.s question. I believe
that I am also in harmony with the senti-

i meats of the people of Manitoba when I

stand up here to oppose the Government
on this occasion. 1 believe, too, tliat I am
in harmony with the people of the North-
west Territories, because the same dillicul-

I

ty is looming up there, and that is anotlier

I

reason which leads me to think that this
'

liglit will not be endi'd soon. If we are suc-
ci'.-sful in forcing Manitoba to-day, the next
thing will be to force us to repeal the law
which gave national schools to the North-
west Territories. The Catholic s regard
themselves as having a grievance there the
same as in Manitoba. Archbishop i.augevln
said so at Edmonton, I believe. He
said : We are not reconciled to the
laws whicli have been put on the statute-

book of the North-west Territories ; the
national scliools there do not satisfy us any
more than the national schools in Manitoba.
Therefoie, I say tliat if the parties who are
forcing on this remedial legislation succeed
in getting it, tlie fight will commence in the
North-west Territories as soon as the Bill

is passed. The school Bill passed in the
North-west Assembly has been held in abey-
ance, and has not yet received the assent
of the Lieutenant-Governor. Why Is It

held in abeyance ? Because the clergy do
not approve of it. Now, I would venture
to ask this Government, as the authority
either to veto that law or to allow it' to go
into operation, what they intend to do with
it ? Do they xutend to give the people of
the North-west Territories the right to con-
tiol education, or do they intend to veto that
law ? And if they veto it, will they start
the light there which they started on be-
half of the minority in Manitoba ? Will
they continue that fight also for five years,
until they secure in the North-west Terri-
tories what they wish to secure in Mani-
toba to-day. I say that this justifies us In
believing that the fight will not be ended
by this Bill ; but that the passage of this
Bill would be only the commencement of
the fight. The fight must go on, though
this Parliament must go to the country, and
though dozens of membi^rs who siipport
the Bill to-day may be left at home by an
exasperated electorate. As ,Tohn Sandfleld
Macdor.nld said at the time- of the birth of
confederation, if you take from the
majoi-ity the right to control education, you
do not settle the question for ever. It will
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