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MB. PRESIDENT, HonourtNl Fathon and Brutliitm,—I thuik
yoa, on bohalf of tho Caniuliun Confurenoo, for the kindneM

with which jou huvo rocvivud and liitonod to tho fliiai aMnti
which, on tho reproflontatiye of that Conferonoo, I hare be«n p«r/

mitted to bring to you. I wonld fkin on thin oooaaion repreaent thi^

Conforonoo worthily, for my oonftituenoy^ia so vaat, «o intelligent,

and ao worthy of ail poasible honour, that they deaerro repreaent*-

tion of t^o abluat anu of tho ompleat kind. (Hoar, hear.) I aqi

puinfkiUy oonqcious that my ttfik Is too heavy for my powera, ihd

beaidoa thia oonaoiouaneaa, whioh of ttaelf is luffloiontly embanraaainf,

I am atill f\irthor ombarnuMod by the cireumstameos whioh lummnd
me, and by the proaonoe in which I am called upon to apeak. This

mooting ia suppoaed to bo, and indeed it ia, a aefdon of Oonferenoe;

but I have only to look upward aAd sideward to discover that all th«

hoarta before me do not throb beneath clerical voatmonta. (A laugh.^

Now thCTe ia a gravity of utterance befitting haUa of legiilation, and

there is a fireodom of utterance adapted to popular asaembliea, wliich

I am aomewhat puialed to know how to combine. The Canadian

Conference aent to England last Tear a well-loved and eloquent

fepresentative, who disehargod hia auty, as his constituenta thought,

well ; and, as gratitude exista in Caniwla, and we are not aflraid to

fBxpreas it, tho Conforonoe recentl;f held has told him so by formal

resolution. One of thoee unseen ungs, however, kings of the tiipod,

who sit in judgment upon the wyings and doings of your august

asaembly, while acknowledging the geniality and heart of the repre-

sentative's address, has left on record hia conviction that the Canadian

roprosentatioti waa not overladen with dignity. Now 1 am heartily

glad to be in such good company, for I am sure to fail in that

particular regard. (A lauglii) My heaHMi very fiiU-—(hear, bear)

—

both towards the Conference proper, and towards thoae other friends

among the laity who are as yet extra-Conferential, It beata altogether

too warmly to be oottsistent with the patrician indifference which I

suppose the dignity of a representative demands. (A laugh.) Kore^
over, if there is a spot upon earth where dignity sits ill npoot a man,

it is when he plays off its aira at home. (" Hear, hear," ana applaoae.)

I will therefore ask vou to excuse me if I lay mj dignibr where the

maoe of the House of Commona is laid, under the table—(laughter)

—

while I speak to you simply aa a friend to fHendgi

—

(Hear, hoaftr)—I-
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