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constitution, T CRnnot perceive liow ning;i«tratc«,

cotnniiHHUjntMl l»y myal aiiihoiily (ksju this our

town of Kiuu;Hton) canconstitutionrtlly lioUl the

exchnivQ lijqlit, to g«»vfin a town. For the

privilegea rights, of the inhabitants of a city or'

town in En?;land, incorporated l»y a particular

law, extend to the power of cliusing their own
magistrates. And in those towns that arc not

governed, hy a particular act of incorporation,-

magistrates appointed l)y ilie king, are never

found meddling, in the management of common

affairs. Nor should they; for whercever that

happens, magistrates 1>ec4»me absolate rulcra.

—

Of this evil my falluw townsmen, you and I ex-

perience a growing iucreitse, every yeir. Fur-

thermore, the laws ought to he the directing

guide to all officers, and every officer dught b

law, to be held to his own order, and not be al

loweil, as the magistrates of this town are au*

thorized by law, to be both magistrates and po.

lice officerf . It is a necessary duty we owe td

ourselves, to the town, and to posterity, to 'en-

deavour by lawful means, to obtain a removal, or

a division of this combiniid power, which we
have proved by experience, to be an overbear-

ing evil. T« this highly important duty 1 feel

a iiincere desire to draw your attention, foir it is a

duty we ought not to neglect. Whenconsideredi

uiifier a comparative view, the government of the

town in which we live, will be found the iiext/in

the order of importance, to that of our famiHOs.

Arid so found, why should we ngglcct to^ try

,

', ^

meanS) to remedy the growiog^viL By negl ct-

ing to declare AOr di§approtal, of the measuies

enfoeced by the magistrates^ w^ may be/supi


