
l£ GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OP NEWFOUNDLAND.

Ill (li-xi'iKliiiL;- ilif iiohlc Kxploits l{i\iT rroin tlic juiictioii of

Not'l I'aur.-. 1 was hkiR' inipix'ssc'il tliaii cmt with tlic wealth ol"

fori'st and land fit I'ur M'ttlonuiits ali>n-' tliis licantiful valloy. In

this (•(.nni'ctioM 1 lannot dn U'ttor tliaii <iU(tt(,' tin words of my \nv-

(lutssor. .Mr. .Mnriav. inmi Ills report of 18*1

:

•.\(> oIi^tT'.anl iKT.-oii. visjtiii- flu' \allf_v of tiic Kxploits.

roiild fail to Ik' ii\i))ic.-scd with tlic manifold advanta,t;cs it pri'-

.sciits for tlu- proMMiiiion of indiL-trial |nirsiiits. smli as hmilifriii;^

and a;ji'i( wltnrc. Willi a splfudid riviT. aluindant timlior, *in(l a

IVrtih' soil, tlii" rt'-ion that is now a w ildcrnt ->. niiulit. hv i-ncr;:}-

and cntcrpri.-c, he .-oon < (.nvcitcd into a tlii'i\ini,r scttlcinfnt. niain-

taininj;- a larjre population."

Shouhl the railway .system now talked of. ever liecoino a fall

acruui/)U. and the western extension thereof, traverse this mayiii-

fieciit valley on its eourse to St. (Jeorjre's Ray, then we may look

forward to the fulillment of .Mr. .Murray's pro-jnostication, hut not
till then. It will lie fortunate, in tlic meantime, if the wealth of

tiniher lie not destroyed hy fire. It has had many narrow escapes

from such a ealaniity in reeent times, and indeed a jiartial fire last

Juno, which swept several square miles near the Badjrer liiver,

came very near accomplishinjr the total destruction of tho eutiiM

forest. I have shown in a previous report for 18,S2, tliat such a
calamity did, at one time, overtake the forest of tiiis valley, nearly
two hundred years a;,'o: and that the jiresent frrowth only rejilaces

a much larger one, originally occupyin<r this fine rejxion.

Descrii'tive (iEOI.OOV.

Cndcr this hcaii I pro|)o.-.i' to -ivc in a -fiicral way the purely
^ri.,,!,,o^.jil fciitnres (.f the rock fonnntions met v.itli in journcyiim'

acrus.-- the couniry! The phimliai^inoiis slates steel urcv (inely

.Mitaccoiis saiiii-stoiHs. (|iiartxit('s. coniilonicratcs. siTpcntine.-. dolo-

mites. &'-.. described liy Mr Murray, in his report for l.StO. as oc-

cupying- tlic l!ay Ka-t Ifivcr \'allcy. inid on the >liorcs around Uav
l)"lv.|!oir. wciv attrilmtcd \>\ him to the Quciiec division of the

Lower Silurian, now more -vncrally included in the C'amhrian
formation. In tlirir eastern cxtciisii.u. tlioc rocks were met with
last sca>on. on the head waters of the Ray-dc-N'ord Kiver of For-
tune Bay. iind were found to hutt up a.uainst the coarse granitic

rUh^i' which forms the chain of hills, of which Blount Sylvester is


