
INTRODUCTION

Eugène Labiche wos l)orn on May Sth, 1816, in tlio

city o( Paris, during tlio mémorable hundred dayh of

Napoleon's despurate effort to regain lus throne. Liko
many of liis dramatic associâtes, ho bcgan with tho
study of law, but dœs not seem to havo practised tlio

profession. He commenced his litorary career at the âge
of twenty, by conti 'buting stories to the ncwspapers, and
in 1838, produced his first drama. Tliough he !iad very
littlo success at first, the stage exerrised an iticreasing

intorest for him, and for torty years he continued to

produce a séries of over a hundred farces and comédies
alone or in collaboration with others. Amoiig the best

k. -vn are:—Un Ch8-.^-»u de Paille d'Italie, le Voyage
de M. Perrichon, la Poudre aux Yeux, les Petits Oiseaux,
la Cagnotte, la Grammaire, and la Clof, his last play
written in 1877. About tins time he retired with a
comfortable compétence to a country home in the district

of Sologne ;o spend his declining days in ease and
enjoyment. The distinguished drumatist, Emile Augier,

came to visit him a short time after in his provincial

home. To pass the time on a; idle day he began
reading thèse comédies and, as a resuit, obtained with
difficulty from their modest author the consent for the

publication of n "ollected édition of his works. This

met with such gieat success that in 1880, he w?.s pro-

posed and elected a member of tke Acadénnie Françaite,

the highest honour which can be confen'ed on a French
author. His deatli took place in 1888.

c

Mi

2

a

>

<

t

i

b

S
c

5

[1

;3


