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by Joe Altwasser

VANCOUVER (CUP) — Reli-
gious and student leaders have
condemned full-page newspaper
advertisements signed by ano-
nymous ‘‘christians’™ which
claim that a gay athletic event
will bring down the wrarh of God
onto Vancouver and the Univer-
sity of British Columbia.

Estimated ro have cost $15,000,
the ads were published the first
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Why pay more than
vou have to when

vou can save a small
fortune. (Well, at
least enough to buy
4 party-size pizza
each month.)
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“Ads condemn
Gay Games

weekend of November in the
city's two daily papers and head-
lined ““Time is running out.”

Ihe ads “are awful,” said Uni-
versity ol Brinish Columbia Uni-
ted Church chaplain Brad
Newcombe, ““They may fuel
homophobia and they also give
religious backing to the persecu-
tion of a specific group in society.

“There 1s an absence of love in
these words and an oppressive
spirit in their goals. This denies
itl\li( e and all le'n])l{’ of faith and
love need to speak out against
such material.... These people are
preaching a Christianity without
Christ.”

Controversy over Gay Games
1990 erupted a year ago when
UBC ininally refused to rent out
facilities for the event, which will
bring 5000 athletes to Vancouver
from across the world.

UBC president David Strang-
way explained the decision at the
rime by saying “if it’s a political
statement they're rrying ro make,
I don't think the university is the
place to make political
statements.”’

Strangway : added that he
couldn’t understand x_g.i.'hy' gay ath-
letes didn't participate:in “‘nor-
mal"’ “Why
sht)ul(l i

ac num&ﬁllul and I’t“ipmlsll)]:l\
for these 1ype of ddeas.”

Bt ad\(nmnq représeniative
Susan Cornwa aid it’s llﬂ'lll[]
of freedom of the- prtﬂ.&

The ads, Cornwall said, were
sent to lawyers and given the go-
ahead.

According to Cornwall, stand-
ard practice was followed in the
placement of the ads. This
requires only 4 box number anda
billing address, which were pro-
vided. The ads also contained a
phone number at which only a
pre-recorded message could be
heard.

Ian Haysom, Editor-in-Chief
of the Vancouver Province, also
defended their right to print the
ads but said they were not
endorsed from an editorial
standpoint.

Mark Keister, Arts representa-
tive for the UBC student council,
said he was not shocked by the ads
because there has been a history of
both printed and physical attacks
on the gay community in
Vancouver.

The Vancouver Sun has several
times refused to publish adver-
tisements submitted by gay
groups.

Said Keister: “People say God
told them to hate people and you
can’t argue with thar.”




