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oage eight "They are very proud of their 
health measures.’’

The open pit uranium mines 
in Cluff Lake and Rabitt Lake. 
Sask., will also be visited.

The commission started 
technical hearings last week 
and will continue them until 
January 1980. Among the 
topics will be exploration, 
mining, waste disposal and 
health protection.

The commission was formed 
in January, 1978. and was 
asked to examine safety and 
health standards and make 
recommendations on them.

An interim report released 
September recommended a 
licensing procedure for 
uranium exploration that 
would include strict guidelines 
and regulations. The commis
sion also suggested the 
development of a province
wide radiation observation 
network.

None of those proposals will 
be implemented until the 
commission completes its re
port, probably in Sept., 1980.
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iourselves independent."
Bates was responding to 

statements made by members 
of the audience that the 
commission was a "puppet of 
the government and the cor
porations". A person from the 
American Indian movement 
also said he was denied the 
opportunity to ask questions of 
uranium companies, and that 
questions had to be approved 
by the commission.

Bates did not dispute his 
claim, but said the commis
sion only approved questions 
during "technical hearings" 
dealing with exploration of

BURNABY (CUP)—The chair
person of the royal commis
sion on uranium mining in 
B.C. defended his commission 
Oct. 10 from allegations that it 
was being heavily influenced 
by corporations and provincial 
government.

David Bates, a former dean 
of medicine at the University 
of British Columbia, spoke at 
Simon Fraser University as 
part of a nuclear awareness 
week being held Oct. 13.

"The government does not 
influence a royal commission 
once it has been established,” 
Bates said. ‘‘We consider
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uranium.
During the question period 

Bates was hit on the side of 
the head by a whipped cream 
pie, thrown by a woman who 
had apparently been in atten
dance at some of the commis
sion hearings.

"I think this kind of protest
does no good at all," Bates

said, and continued fielding 
questions.

Bates said his commission 
will visit Australia and Sas
katchewan next spring to 
observe uranium mining 
practices in those areas.

‘‘Like B.C., Australia is 
facing intense world demand 
for uranium,’’ said Bates
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recommendations about issues facing female students.
Discussion at the Regina caucus centred around student 
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cility is being built in front on 
one of the beam dumps and 
will make use of a large 
amount of its "waste energy".

"It will be a multi-million 
dollar industry and they 
(AECL) are going to be 
pouring money into research 
at TRIUMF," said UBC ad
ministration vice-president 
Erich Vogt.

He said the $3.5 million 
isotope production facility, 
currently under construction 
adjacent to TRIUMF, will 
make medical radioisotopes 
for sale to pharmaceutical 
companies.

VANCOUVER (CUP) — UBC’s 
nuclear research facility has 
found a way to turn nuclear 
"garbage” into money.

Atomic Energy of Canada 
Ltd. will soon be conducting a 
multi-million dollar commer
cial medical radioisotope busi
ness using radioactive proton 
beam waste from UBC’s Tri- 
University Meson Facility 
(TRIUMF).

And TRIUMF is planning to 
get a piece of the corporate 
profits too.

Under the terms of an 
agreement between TRIUMF 
and the crown corporation, a 
specified percentage of profits

from isotope sales will be 
guaranteed to TRIUMF in the 
form of research grants.

. TRIUMF director Jack 
Sample said the project is 
costing them nothing and 
provides an effective use for 
their excess energy from a 
radioactive proton beam, 
which is currently disposed of 
at a "beam dump’’—a con
crete container which absorbs 
the beam’s energy.

‘‘We’re not taking any 
financial risk at all, our beam 
is essentially a waste pro
duct," he said.
The crown corporation fa-
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JAMAICA AND CUBA

XMAS SPACE AVAILABLE

BURGESS TRAVEL LTD.
MARITIME MALL, 1505 BARRINGTON

STREET
425-6110
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Tickets go on sale today!
THE COOPER BROTHERS

live in concert
Wednesday, October 31, 8:30 p.m.

in the
REBECCA COHN AUDITORIUM

Tickets $7.00 and $6.00 
Box office information 424-2298
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