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STUDENT MOVEMENT LIMITED
with the power to make a revolution. A student move­
ment is only a revolutionary force when it can act 
as an adjunct with other forces in society. It is 
needless to say that such a situation does not pres­
ently exist.

When student radicals leave the campus, they can 
avoid coming into direct contact with other forces in 
the society by creating their own little worlds where 
they continue to live with each other, talk only to 
each other and remain unconcerned about the con­
crete problems which most people have to face. The 
student radical is never heard talking about arise in 
the price of milk, new taxes, real wages or doctor 
bills. The student radical creates his own society 
in which money is not an overriding problem and be- 
cause it isn’t, the student radical thinks that revolu­
tion is all about love, because he has time to think 
about love. Everybody else is thinking about sur­
vival.

No matter how radical a student may be, his radi­
calism remains virgin until he has had to face the 
basic problems which everyone in the society has to 
face — paying the rent every month. It is easy to 
be radical when someone else is underwriting it. It 
is ail too easy to belittle the Wallace-supporting fac­
tory worker when one does not know the constant 
economic insecurity and fear under which that fac- 
tory worker lives.

While the goal of revolution is the creation of the 
new man, people turn to revolution when that be­
comes the only means of satisfying their material 
needs. They do not become revolutionaries because 
of any ideas about the new man.

The student radical has to become an everyday 
radical before he can be totally trusted. He must 
know the concrete problems which face the everyday 
person. And while such issues as the war in Viet 
Nam, the repression of Mexican students and the in­
vasion of Czechoslovakia are important, revolution 
is made from the three eternal issues — food, 
clothing and shelter. Our job is to show people that 
they are being robbed of their birthright for a mess 
of pottage and that that is not necessary.

As long as the movement is dominated by students, 
the movement will carry within it the seeds of its 
own death. As long as the student, upon graduation, 
carries his radicalism to an apartment three blocks 
away from the campus or to the nation’s East Vil­
lages where a thousand others just like him reside, 
his radicalism will remain theoretically correct and 
pragmatically irrelevant, except as a gadfly forcing 
the system to make minimal reforms.

members becoming increasingly frustrated and the 
movement seeks to relieve that frustration through 
activism and-or by turning its attention to changing 
the students’ immediate environment, the university.

A student movement which concerns itself with 
bringing about changes within the university is en­
gaging in an act which can have all the appearances 
of being important, while being, in essence, quite 
unimportant. Regardless of how unending one’s stay 
in a university may seem, the fact yet remains that 
after four years of serving time, the student leaves. 
The university is a temporary society for most who 
live within its confines and as such, any radical ac­
tivity aimed at it is of limited value.

Because the university is a temporary society, any 
movement coming from it is in danger of being 
temporary. The next student generation may have 
more traditional interests than the one which kept 
the campus in an uproar during the preceding four 
years. And while student movements are charac­
terized by a great willingness to confront the reign­
ing social authority, there is nothing inherent in a 
student movement that will insure its evolution in­
to a radical movement once the students leave the 
university.

Perhaps the greatest liability of a student move, 
ment is that it is only able to speak to other stu- 
dents. While this is of limited value, the fact still 
remains that there is perhaps no group more power­
less than students. Not only are students without 
power, the instruments of power are not even part 
of their world. If all students went on strike, it 
wouldn’t cause the society to pause in its step. The 
most that a student movement can do is to disrupt. 
The power to disrupt, however, cannot be equated

EDITORS NOTE: This article is
reprinted from The Guardian, an 
independent radical weekly news­
paper published in New York City.

Lester, author of Look Out Whitey, 
Black Power’s Gon’Get Your Mama, 
writes a weekly column, 
the Other Side of the Tracks”, for 
the Guardian.)

< < From

By JULIUS LESTER 
The Guardian - College Press Service 

Canadian University Press 
A student movement has its own built-in limita-

tions, both in terms of how much it can do and how 
much it can understand. In some ways, a student 
movement tends to be artificial, because the stu­
dent lives in an artificial environment — the uni­
versity. Thus, it is natural that a student move­
ment generally concerns itself with issues that the 
majority of society has hardly any time at all to be 
concerned about. This is good to a point. Without 
the student demonstrations against the war, there 
would’ve been no anti-war movement. Without stu­
dent consciousness of racism, blacks would be even 
more isolated and vulnerable to attack.

A student movement evolves to an inevitable point 
where it realizes that wars and racism are the man­
ifestations of an unhuman system and if wars and 
racism are going to be stopped, the system itself 
must be stopped and another created. And it is at 
this point that a student movement reaches the 
boundaries of its inherent limitations. When this 
juncture is reached, the student movement finds its

Saskatoon Students Protest Dow
SASKATOON (CUP)—A group of 75 students sat 

in at the Canada Manpower centre at the University 
of Saskatchewan Tuesday (Nov. 5) to protest Dow 
Chemical recruitment on campus.

They filed into the office quietly at 9 a.m. and sat 
down on counters, desks and the floor. The inter­
view procedure was not interfered with and office 
routine continued as smoothly as could be expected.

The protest was carried on peacefully until about 
2:30 p.m. when some 50 commerce students invaded 
the already clogged office to remove the demonstra­

tors. Several were bodily dragged out before the 
commerce students were cooled down by the demon­
strators and convinced making war materials.

The demonstrators left the office late in the af- 
ternoon but continued to protest outside in the hall. 
They moved to emphasise the non-disruptive nature 
of the action.

They plan to stay there until Dow recruitors leave 
Thursday after they talk to approximately 2 5 gradu­
ating students.

Labor Council Condemns Ad Shirt Colors Bloom
TORONTO (CUP) — The Toronto labor council pressure groups” in “interrupting” the normal, 

Nov. 7, condemned an ad placed by the Ontario Sec- orderly processes of education, 
ondary School Teachers Federation executive calling The labor group turned the tables on the OSSTF
for civic support of school authorities. The labor executive and said the ad was “irresponsible, ill 
council said a large measure of student decision- chosen and should be clarified.” 
making in their education was what was needed. It supported student representation to avoid “ir­

responsible actions” by a disenfranchised group.
The advertisement was placed in major Ontario The ad has been criticized by Toronto area teach- 

newspapers three weeks ago and has run into heavy ers, student teachers, Lloyd Dennis (co-author of the 
fire ever since. It condemned “irresponsible conduct Hall-Dennis report), Ottawa education officials and 
by a few students, trustees, parents and organized various student groups.
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The absence of Coca-Cola in Italy in the Second ' t 
World War is marked by an interesting story: in 
1944, a field-artillery sergeant managed somehow to 
procure a couple of bottles of Coke. He drank one and 
raffled the other off to the men in his battalion, the 
proceeds going to increase a fund for children of members 
of his unit who died in action. The astonishing sum of four thou­
sand dollars was soon collected from the soldiers, and the man who 
won the bottle was too overcome with emotion to drink it.
When The Coca-Cola Company heard of this, they immediately 
sent two thousand dollars to be added to the fund—which means 
that a single bottle of Coca-Cola fetched six thousand dollars.
A refreshing thought!
Both Coca-Cola and Coke are registered trade marks which identify only the product of Coca-Cola Ltd.
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