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Julie Broczkowski 

Responds to "Re
sponse to Julie B."
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nist. 1 am worried about young girls 
being brought up to be victims, and 
being taught that they have no power 
or no responsibility for their own ac
tions. Anyone who has read my letter 
to the editor in September (as you ap
parently have) would know my opin
ion on “blaming the victim.”

Lastly, I don’t know who it was 
who chose the title for “The Wimmin’s

changes the entire perspective of the 
article.

i
METANOI A Easter: A Time 

for Remembering
or

To clear up a few assertions in 
your “Response to Julie B.".

1 was “applauding” your state-

By JOHN Valk

! Dear Editor:
would like to address my response article) in September in approximately 
to last week’s “The Wimmin’s the same tone as I “thanked” you two 
Room” to Ms. Lautard personally: weeks ago. I also said 1 hoped the trend 

Dear Liz: would continue. It hasn’t. 1 understand
I fear it is you who has drawn it is sometimes difficult to understand

the big assumption. 1 think it is a bit of how the written word is meant to be
a stretch foryour readers to assume that taken ..
every time you referred to “Women", 1 have found my own “vision of
you really meant “My friends and I", feminism” and am celebrating it by writ-
Nowhere in the article is it mentioned ing this and other articles. I am not
that these were personal options of a worried about trying to be like you (
small group of people. That fact or anyone else) in order to be a femi-

T ment about housewives (not the entirehat the university still adheres to 
the Christian calendar is re 
fleeted in its ceasing of opera

tions for four days this weekend. Noth
ing special marked Jewish Passover or 
Muslim Ramadan. Perhaps its simply a 
case of majority rules. Or is it merely 
tradition?

brew book of Ecclesiastes. They are van
ity, a chasing after wind.

At the end of our lives we too 
may think that. A recent study has 
pointed out that those approaching the 
end of their days rarely, if ever, felt that 
they should have worked longer hours, 
demanded higher salaries, or done 
more shopping. They, at the end, that 
these were indeed a chasing after wind.
Important as these things may have 
seemed, they were not the essence of 
life. They were not what gave real mean
ing, value and joy. The essence of life their own. 
lay elsewhere.

On Easter Sunday, Christian bering, on November 11: “lest we for- 
churches will be full as they are never get.” Steven Spielberg pleaded, upon re- 
full during the rest of the year, except ceiving Hollywood’s coveted Oscars, that 
for Christmas. Some of that attendance, we not forget the horrors humans can
and activity, is traditional; Easter bon- inflict on each other, on a grand scale, 
nets, a little pomp and regalia.

But that too is surface activity, the victory of life over death. Fro Chris- 
Unless we dig a little deeper. Unless we tians it is the little manger baby suffering 
remember, and what is worth remem- excruciating pain and death at the hands

of those who would not, or could not,
The Jewish Passover is about understand what hew as all about, then,

remembering. It is a remembering of by nothing less than an act of God, this
what God had done in the lives of the unique individual overcame life’s final
ancient Hebrew people, rescuing them insult, and gave us renewed life through
from slavery and brutality in Egypt and faith. We have the strange custom, in our
leading hem into a land they could call modem secular culture of insisting that
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Room” last week, but I think there was 
enough room to print my whole name. 
I haven’t been Julie B. since about 
Grade 4, and 1 probably won’t be Julie 
B. again until I start going to AA meet
ings.

If the Easter break is merely tra
ditional ours is the loss. This Christian 
celebrative event would belittle more 
than a four day weekend — a secular 
holiday for shopping, recreation, relaxa
tion, time with friends.

These will no doubt engage 
some or all of us this weekend. I think 
of them as surface activities. Surface 
activities are OK, in fact we can hardly 
do without them. But life is unfulfilling 
if that’s all we have, if a deeper spiritual 
realm remains untapped. Our activity 
is just so much running around—some
times banging our heads against the wall 
— if we don’t ask or wrestle with the 
spiritual questions.

What is the meaning of what we 
do? Where is the real satisfaction? Why 
the constant striving, and for what — a 
higher salary, bigger house, impressive 
friends, money in the bank? These too 
will pass, says the Preacher in the He

im
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all this remain a private affair; for church, 
home or private consumption only. In the 
public realm (polite society?) Vtfe should 
speak of surface things only. Strange in

personal termination.” Or, “live today 
with hope and promise, as we journey in 
this life to the next.”

That difference is the beginning of 
Christian spirituality. It is to accept that 
Jesus was unique as none other, and that 
what he said and did, if we can remem
ber, had life-affirming implications. Those 
implications put into proper perspective 
much of our bustiing activity.;

It is easy to forget today; we are 
all so busy. God, of course, does not for
get. Only we do We even forget to tell our 
children these important things. Small 
wonder then that many of them see only 
a four day holiday; for shopping, recrea
tion, relaxation, time with friends. Surface 
activities.

Canadians also do some reme nine

deed.t
But consider this. The resurrec

tion of Jesus does nothing less then dem
onstrate that death does i if hold sway. 
Hope, not despair, wins the rfy.

Surely this makes a difference im
pinging on the public realm: between a 
constant pessimism (in the end there is 
nothing but death) versus a hopeful op
timism (in spite of current difficulties and 
strife there is hope for better things). It 
is a difference between “eat, drink , be 
merry and get all you can today for to
morrow (or the next day) we face our own
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Easter too is for remembering; of

bering?
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job). For those on assistance who are sin- ince will pay for them to travel to another
gle mothers, daycare for their children province—usually B.C. — in order for the
(subsidized either in whole or in part) m to take advantage of higher rates (or
should be made available, so that they can take advantage of a potentially better job
better use opportunities to become con- market). This allows Alberta to reduce the

amount it spends on welfare. This may 
Even if jobs are still unavailable, it sound like an underhanded way to dump

is preferable to orient the current system welfare recipients on another province,
into some kind of work-fare program but in reality it is a way of bringing down
where clients are required to reform some the high welfare costs to taxpayers. Brit-
kind of community service (i.e. work at ish Columbia’s NDP government has in

creased its assistance rate so that it is one

The Pigeon's

Right Wing
By A.B. Skaling 

& J.R. Hierstead

program provides financial assistance, it 
only treats the symptoms of unemploy
ment (i.e. lack of income for you Social
ists) . For this reason, it is our opinion that 
welfare should be re-oriented into a ac- 

unable to work, due to some misfortune five program, where every opportunity 
or form of handicap. It was never in- is made available for welfare recipients
tended to become a way of fife for those to upgrade their education and skills,
who could work when and if work was There are short term costs to this policy,

but they are not comparable to the in- 
Over item, these intentions be- sidious social costs of our current pro- 

came distorted to the point where some grams. The lost potential of contributors
able-bodied people are on welfare from to society, who may fall onto me welfare 
year to year as their sole source of income, rolls and never regain their dignity and
with no desire or ability to accept a low, self-esteem, far outweighs the short-term
medium or high paying job if one was costs incurred by reform, 
available, they simply were excluded form 
or dropped out of the labour market.

While this passive income support built into the welfare system to encour
age employment. An example of this 
would be a guaranteed income supple
ment graduated to a person’s taxable in
come (so no one is ever in the situation 
where they can have a higher income on 
welfare rather than from a low-paying

Welfare Reformsue:
sane, 
t, Kevin 
i, Paul 
Maria 
Lam, 

lesser,

o topic is more hotly debated in 
the public policy field than wel 
fare reform. Governments have 

slowly come to the conclusion that wel
fare, as we know it today, has created a 
number of serious problems. It contains 
many disincentives - which in the long 
term -create a cycle of dependency. As 
well, governments are under serious pres
sure to get their budget deficits under 
control.

N tributors to society.

available.igon

food bank, etc.).
Whatever the means used, it is of the highest in the country. If the Gov-

imperative that the cycle of dependence emment of British Columbia is interested
be destroyed. The low levels of self-es- in creating a haven for welfare recipients,
teem and self-worth, and feelings of help- that is exactiy what it will get. Fiscally re-
lessness due to lack of independence can- sponsible provinces are no longer will

ing or able to meet with rising welfare
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Welfare was originally intended as 
a program to temporarily relieve those 
who, for one reason or another were

For those who already have ad
equate education, incentives must be not continue.

Some leaders have already taken costs. British Columbia is just creating 
the initiative to reform welfare programs. debt for itself while it ignore the reality 
For instance Premier Ralph Klein has be- that welfare reform is desperately needed 
gun a process of reforming he welfare if we are to truly try and help those how 
system in Alberta. On e of the key reforms genuinely require state assistance, 
to the province’s welfare system is that if 
an individual goes on welfare the prov- come Assistance produced a discussion

paper entitled “Creating New Options.” 
Acting on some of the tea immendations 
of the paper, the provincial government 
has announced a pilot work-fore project. 
One thousand jobs will be created and 
given to a selected group of welfare re
cipients over the age of fifty. The govern
ment has suggested that they will be pri
marily community service jobs. Although 
we don’t necessarily agree with all he sug
gestions outlined in the paper, the De
partment is to be commended for recog
nizing that there is a serious problem that 
goes beyond budgetary concerns.

In the end, the only way for re
form to work is to gear programs so that 
they encourage and inculcate individual 
responsibility. The state can best help by 
providing the recipients with the tools— 
primarily in the form of education — in 
order to achieve a society in which there 
is less dependence on government to 
provide citizens with an income, a soci
ety where everyone can be a full partici
pant.
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Hi Recently, the Department of In-si ae -1B 3IU MATHEMATICS DROP-IN HELP CENTRE 

January - April 1994
I
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wmÊ The Department of Mathematics & Statistics will operate a 
drop-in help centre at various locations on campus. The 
centre will provide free tutoring for mathematics 
courses(including upper level courses) and will be staffed 
by graduate students, Yongyi Bi and Xiubin Xu.! mmi flair by

MONDAY:
TUESDAY:
WEDNESDAY:
THURSDAY:

1:00 - 5:00pm 
1:00 - 5:00pm 
1:00 - 5:00pm 
1:00 - 5:00pm

C307A
H303
C307A

rear, sec-

ble from
7>
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DRAUGHT BEER
fi lime i nits s iisi The MATH HELP CENTRE operated through the Dept, of 

Extension at the Wu Centre continues to offer free tutoring 
for first-year courses on a by-appointment basis.________The Attic 377 King St. OPEN lpm-2am daily
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