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review by Suzette C. Chan

It’s so nice to see our young people having
good clean fun, and learning all the while.

Just last Thursday about 750 socially aware
young adults gathered at a roller rink for the
hardcore happening of the year: a four-act
evening featuring three local bands and a
special guest group from San Francisco.

Most of the kids stayed away from Govern-
ment of God, a new group of young commit-
ted musicians who play so slow they verge on
"heavy metal.

But some young skinheads started warm-
ing up for later acts when Down Syndrome
took the stage. The Edmonton band has a
crisp style and some pleasant melodies. Good
thrashing for the youngfolk. :

The third act on the bill was SNFU, whose
members proved why they are Edmonton’s
hardcore heroes with energetic, nay, athletic
performances of crowd favourites, including
their hit, “Womanizer.” ;

But the performance every young punk,
poser, skinhead and music connoisseur was

waiting for took stage at about 11 p.m. San
Francisco’ s Dead Kennedys were worth the
wait.

The DKs look deceptively subdued. Their
nusic is sharp, their lyrics sarcastic. People

expecting a well-paced selection of ditties
‘anging from thrash to pop to fake jazz were
;atisfied, but the DKs gave more.

The Dead Kennedys sang about social
njustices, political extremism and ignorance.

Every time the DKs softened the music to
et singer Jello Biafra (who could blow away
iMondale or Reagan in a debate) deliver:
pointed and persuasive analyses of U.S.
intervention in Central America, cruise mis-
sile testing in Canada, right-wing fanatics,
Ronald Reagan, Brian Mulroney, and the
Vancouver Five, the crowd stopped to listen.

Like diligent socially conscious students,
people stopped thrashing every time Jello
gave a speech and listened with open ¢ .rs
and open eyes and open mouths. So nice to
see our young people concerned about the
human condition.

But the DKs are never condescending and
they never lose their sense of humour. Jello
sarcastically justified the murderous raid
Sherbrooke RCMP made on an innocent
carpet-layer (“what are you supposed to do
when you have a gun and you're faced with a
guy lying naked in bed?”)

political poleics i lively discussion.

Always fair, Jello  had the police in ques-
tion sing their side of the story in “I Fought
the Law and | Won.”

Although generally irreverent (but always
relevant) the band performed a handful of
sure-fire hits, including “California Uber
Alles” (I am emperor Ronald Reagan/born
again with fascist cravings/still you made me
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Michel LeMieux puts sparkles in the brain.

- Lemieux sparkles

}gMieux would rather be known for his
originality than his reference points. “I have
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president) and {‘Nazi Punks Fuck Off,” a’
song which is as close to an anthem as the
DKs will allow themselves.

The evening over, our enlightened youth
disbanded at midnight to head home on the
LRT with visions of thrash and revolution in
their heads.

The hot new star from Montreal, who had
a hitin Europe and New York as composer of
Lalala Human Steps and has sold out con-
certs in Montreal, promises his concert on
Thursday night will provoke and entertain.

“I propose a lot of things,” says the singer/
dancer/composer artist, “But they are really
open; people can make their own interpre-
tations, but there is not a better one.”

Classified as a performance artist, LeMieux
is often mentioned in the same breath as
Laurie Anderson, but says his influences are
mainly in the art world: surrealism. Dadaism
& i Hussian avant garde.

a lot of ideas for creation,” he says. “1 like to
put my brain to work. That’s the real sense of
entertainment, not brainwashing.”

LeMieux says he likes his audiences to
“rediscover the curiousity and naivety they
had as children.”

With elaborate backdrops, disappearing
props and intriguing lyrics and music,
LeMieux should have no trouble putting
sparkles into brains Thursday.

Tickets for Michel LeMieux are available at
Bass outlets and there are plenty of good
seats left.
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THE U of A STUDENTS’ UNION presents MONTREAL'S HOTTEST NEW PERFORMER

FRICREL LEMIEU X

SOLIdE SALdad-MUSIQUE PERFORMANCE

SUB THEATRE, U of A= THURSDAY NOVEMBER 1 =8:00 pm

TICKETS: ALL BASS OUTLETS m CHARGE BY PHONE 424-3355 ® INFORMATION 432-4764

With the aswstance of the 10‘“{;“

PARKING AVAILABLE IN eEDUCATION & WINDSOR CAP PARKS, ZONE M OR W

BT Y B LI BCOMPAGNIE DF DANSE EDDY TOUSSAN T o,

Ballet from Montreal

NG
FYCT of the Canadda Counci

co-sponsored by
e

FEBRUARY 19 WIMAIARIYN traditional music from Ireland

MARCH 30 IV LVIIYELLRY at the JUBILEE AUDITORIUM returning to
celebrate the TRI BACH Festival

STADIUM CARPARK CLOSED. Parking available in Windsor
or Education Car Parks, Zone M or W.

SUB BOX OFFICE — BASS (2nd Floor SUB)

NEW HOURS: 10 am to 2 pm Monday to Friday ® Phone: 432-5145

DIRECTORIES

are now available at
STORE PLUS MORE in SUB
for all full time students.

Please present valid
U of A L.D. Card
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