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When is a Bribe Not a Bribe?PERIODICALLY we are told of some con-
stituency of "easy virtue". being bribed by
a Minister who either calls its attention~ to
what hie bas put in the "estimates" for its

benefit or tells it frankly before hand what hie pro-

poses to put there. It scems to a "rank outsider"-
so far as party politics goes-like myseif, that it

is time we ceased to chatter nonsense of this par-

ticularly naive sort. Does a government bribe a

constituency hy givinig it, or prom-ising it, public

works? Isni't that what a governmnert is for? It is

precisely chargedt with the task of establîshing cer-

tain classes of public works throughouit the country,

and with miaintainuig certain kinds of public ser-,
vices. When it decides to build soi-e of these public

works in a particular coxnstituency, it is simply

doing wbat we pay it to do; and, if the methods by

which it decides where these public works should

be buiilt are uinsatisfactory to us, ,ve have the remnedy

in our own bands. Wé can turfi the government
ont. But if goverumefits of botb shades of opinion

pursue a certain policy in this regard, year in and

year ont, taking now this constituency and now that,

and, so f ar f romi "kicking tbemn" ont on that account,
we neyer even seriously hold it up against themn.

Wbat are politicians to infer, if nlot that the country

likes this policy? e

N 0 one would argue for a moment that a gov-

ernmnent has flot a perfect right to seek a

legitimnate political advanltage in the eyes of the

electorate by the proper and wîse expendîture of

public money. A Prime Minister m-ay surely argue

that bis governineilt is entitled to be retvrned to

power because it bas spent tbe public revenues

wvell. H1e bas as mucb riglit to demnand the confi-

dence of the country on tbat ground as on bis rail-

way policy or bis tariff polîcy or bis naval policy.

Very well, tben. How is the noble constituency of

Stuffuss to judge the wisdom with whicb the gov-

erriment bas expended the public money? Wbo

is to decide for the Stuffussians wbat standard tbey

sbould apply? Wby, surely the public-spirited and

higb-priced-I mean, high-minded-Stuffussians
theniselves. They would scorn to permit Toronto

or Montreal or any other place to lay down tbe

principle by wbich tbey, tbe free and independeXt

(or the expensive and independent) electors of
c-ý- d1-inb ffovern tbeir duty as patriotic citi-

it bie wrong to vote for a "public works" policy you
want, and right to vote for a "tariff" policy you
want? This is a question of higher etbics which
I would like to sulimit to a Commission of College

Prof essors. "Ah, but," you say, "the governiment
mnake voting for their mani acondition precedent

to the granting of the desired policy." Quite so.

Governm-ents miust always dIo this, more orIess. A

governmnent cannot go to the country at a genieral

election, dleclaring-"We will give you reciprocity,
whether you vote for us or not." If the country

does not vote for the governmient, the governiment,
will not be in a position to give it reciprocity or

anlything else. The governmient must always say

to the country-"Vote for us, and we will give' you

the fiscal policy von want. Vote against us, and

you will not get it." Is that immoral? That is

the way we manage our system of popular gov-
eriimelt.

B UT if it is perfectly moral and legitimate for
tegoverni-neft t. say this to two hundred odd

constituencies, why does it becomie immoral for the

THE CANAi'IAN COURIUR lnentionedl last Weekthat Ham Burnhami was recognized as theT Bad IBoy of Premier Bordeii's parlianientary
family. But the bell prize goes to "Tom"'

White, the young gentlemnan wbo bas been entrusted

with the maigof surpluses and other excellent-

sounding tbings. Tom is the Good Boy. There is

a great difference between Ham and Tom. Hlam

goes bis own sweet way, and does as hie jolly well

likes. Good Boys do wbat the «y are told. And-

wbisper it, as they do in the corridors-that's the
... nd irh2ns; the only, weakness about Tom.

governirent to Say it to onie constituency ? It would
probably flot be regarded as immoral if the govern-
ment said it to ten constituencies, for it is well

recognized that, if a government were to submit a

proposed policyto ten constituencies and they were

to reject it, the policy itself would be dropped. At

what precise point, then, between ten constituencieS
and one con stituency does it become immoral for a

government to tell the voters that its policy depexnds

upon their approval? Again 1 refer this nice ques-

tion to our Commission of Collelge Professors. They
seemn to like "fool," or academic, questions of this

,sort. They must remember, however, that if they-

do flot find the point at which legitimate consulta-
tion of the people ends and bribery of the people

begins, they are committed to the statemnent that a

Minister may properly make lavish promises of

publie works to a constituency about to vote in a

buy-election-( ,typographical error-I mean bye-

election). Which is -the whole point at issue. "But

this has a bad influence on politics," you insist as

a .last argument. You do not quite know why it

is wrong, but you are entirely -positive, that it is

wrong. And so arn 1. But the wrong lies, flot wÎth

the Minister, but with the nation which will1 permit'

such a policy with regard to "post offices" or other

public works to pass unpuinished. If that is the

standard «of Stuffuss and all its sister Stuffusses,
then a Minister would be very self-sacrificiflg not

to profit by it. And self-ýsacrifice ini politics leads
to whereAlexander Mackenzie went.

THE MONOCLE MAN.

been in office, in mastering with amazîng thorougb-
ness all, the intricacies of the complicated financial
systemi of the country. Tom White, they tell us,

dfoesn't bave to depend on bis deputies.
But it was the general notion that the Good Boy

wxas doing what bie was told that let himn in for the

storm of parliamentary protest wbicb broke about

bis bead, from both sides of Mr. Speaker, wbeni be

essayed to pilot througb Parliament bis recently


