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noyance. I'Nearly two o'clock! Can't
bie the case at the bospital, they would
have telephoned."

Hie went to, the front door and
opened 11, tbere being no one Up but
himself.

A white faced boy stood on the top
stop, lits hand on the belt, wbich hie
was about ta peal again.

"Wbat Is tbe matter?" asked the
doctor sbarply.

'*A woman dyln' air--m Portmafl
Square. Please corne at once," panted
the boy, "there's a keb bin sent ta
fertch yer--an' would yer 'urry, please
sir?"

'He glanced over the boy's shahl-
ders, the cab looked lîke a private
one, the drlver's face turned anxlously
towards the open door.

'IWbat is the woman's naone? Who
la ohe? What Is the matter witb
bier?" asked the doctor burriedly.

III dunno, sir-sbe be mortel bad-
for mussy's sake 'urry sir," urged the
boy, darting down the ateps and
holding open the cab door.

'T NiE doctor mnade a rapid mental
calculatin. An bour before tbe

drug bie bad Just taken became
patent enougb to averpower hlm! Hie
must get ta Portinan Square and back
befare then. He would Just be able
ta do lt-but it was unfortunate--
perfect quiet was essential ta test
the efficacy af the new anodyne.

Snatching a hat fram the bail stand,
hie feit for is latcb-key, thon, closed
tbe doar quletly bebind IIlmI, ran down
the steps and sprang lnto tbe cab;
the boy slammed the door, climbed
on ta the box and the driver wbipped
tbe borse to a gailop, Its clattering
boofs ecbolng througb tbe deserted
streets.

The tbeatrea bad long before poured
out their animated tbrongs, cafes and!
hotel restaurants were close'!, the
last trains bad gone ta the suburbs,
tbe tant 'buses ta ýtbe stables, tbe
street cleaners ha'! drenclie' tbe
streeta, wbicb were iitill wet. Lon-
don was etrs.ngely still at that early
hour. The horse clattere'! along, kept
ta the gallop by tbe urglng wbip.

They awung Into Portinan Square.
The great sulent bouse looke'! down
on them unwlnkingly, flot a liglit la
any wlndow.

The driver drew Up wlth a sudden
Jerk wbich tbrew bis horse on ta Its
hauncee. -Tbey boy sprang down
an'! opene'! the cab door. At the
saine moment, the front door of the
bouse before wbIcb -tbey ba'! stopped
opened cautlously and a woman
peered out. Sbe held a conuie, whlch,
site shaded witb bier hond!.

The doctor was out of the cab an'!
balf-way up the steps, wben lie stop-
pe'!, suddenly susicieous.

"Hlello! Wbat's tbis? The house
la emptyl",

Hie ran bis quick eyea up the front
of the big bause, noting the shuttere'!
windows, the white lettere'! board
projectlng over the portico above the
front door, witb its message:

" TO BE LUT OR SOLD."

BlIls were paste'! on to the dinlng-
rolom windows. A atreet laifp cast
ita Ilglit upon these signe of a dis-
mantle! horne.

Hie besitate'! an'! drew back.
The cabman, 'lsxnountlflg, ha'!

thrown the reine ta the boy.
"L1ok after the boss, Bill," lie en-

joine'!, as lhe followed the doctor up
tbe wlde atone steos

iLt' ail riglit, air," he sald encour-
agingly. "Me ýan' MY Misaus 18 cars-
takers 'ere, sir. The party wot'a took
ba'! owns tbe lous, anl wantin' ta sell
it, she comles over frein France tâts
mornln'-mof tal slck abse Were, Wi'
crossin' weB thinks, an' 'opin' tt 'uld
Pais or!, wbicb It got worse."

The man spokce gruffly and almoat
pushe'! tbe doctor Into the wids
empty hall, shutting the door as tlieY
entered.

The womnan with tbe gutteriiig Can-
die looked at hlmn witb scare'! eyca
from under a mass of black unkempt
bair. She move'! forward, an'! the
doctar with knit brows, followed lier
along the wids tessellate'! hall,

Tbey passed into a sPaeIOUS Iuung,3,
wbere a ban!!uI o! fire glowed in a
broad, nxsty gratç A limeismoking
ohl lamp, castja fIckerlng lit upon
the empty launtge, reveallng a cam'p
bedatead haMtllY Put UP. 0. the lbard

inattresa lay a Young woman of sue
startling an'! uneartbly beauty, that
tbe doctor uttere! a smothered ex-
clamatIon o! surprise.

Tbe waxen face was stili, tbe long
eye-lasbes di'! not flieker as they lay
on the wbite cbeeks. He approache!,
believing for tbe moment that bie was
looking un tbe face of a corpse. Tben
bie bent aver the bied, lits keen eyes
fixe'! upon the woman.

As bie looke'!, the heavy white lido
slowly llfte'!, and, as If is Intent
gaze ha'! drawn thein ta bim, great
purple eyes were raised an'! loake'!
sombrely înto is. P'or tbe space of
a dazen heart-beats they so regarde'!
each -other--then the wbite lips
move'!, but no saun'! caine from
tbem. To the astonishe'! man tbsy
seeme'! ta bie framlng a question, but
bie coul'! not catch Its meaning.

The waman who had brought hlm
In set the candie '!awn and! maved
inta the sba'!ow.

Lifting the coverlet, the doctor laid
is lingera on the delicate wrIst and!

felt for the pulse, now, save for a
faint flutter, almost 'undiscernible.

TurnIng ta the shrInklng woman la
the sha'!ow, bie spoke la low, stern
tones.

"'What la the rneaning of ail this?
Why wasn't a doctor called ln
before?"

The womaa began ta salI! an'!
whimper au'!ibly.

"Shut up, 'Liza," sal'! the cabman'd
gruif voles. He stoo'! at the eutrance
o! the grealt empty louage, where hie
ha'! follawe'! the doctor.

"Look, 'ere, guv'nor," bie began In
a bullylng manner; 'Iwe fetche'! you
'ere ta do summat for that there
Young "oaman, not ta ax a lot o' ques.
tions we aln't a-gain' ta h'aaswer,'"

is tons was Insolent.
"I can do nathlng now," sal'! the

dootor, angrIly suspicions. "The wu-
inan shoul'! be la a goo'! bospital, abe
la la a Maost critical condition. I
'!oubt If abe will live titi, morning.
My opinion la," boe lie looke! flxedly
at the cowering woman, "that a mur-
derous, unlawful thlng, bas taken
place. This la a case for invesBtiga-
tion," hie adde'! slgnIflcantly,, as lie
turne'! ta leave tbe louage.

'*Ho!-Is-t?" muttere'! the cau-
man deflaatly, as bie followed the doc-
tor '!own the dark hall.

"iAn'! the police," a'!ded the doctor
Impru'!ently, exasperate'! et t.he
mnan's tons.

"Tbe perlice-Is lt-now?" growled
the ma.n angrily.

The doctor was about ta, turn round
ta hlm, when a crashing blow de-
sceade'! upon hlm froin bebin'!.

lie fell, and! strlking lits bea'! heav-
ily upon the teasellate'! floor, iay
there, prone an'! unconsclous!

CHAPTER III.

p. C. Janes Makes a Dlscovery.

P OLICE CONSTABLE JONE6 set
down is bull's-eye lantsrn ta
clap bis long arma vialently

acrose bis cheat. Hie ha'! been tramp-
lng ta and! fro, on is lonely beat, and
the air was dscidedly raw an'! nippy
thls April marning la the amiali hours
before the dawn.

A Young constable, receatlY mar-
ris'!, Jiones waa on niglit duty, the.
law's appointe'! guardian of the sleep-
iag residents of Barnes. WItbout ad!-
mitting by any means that hoe was
nervous, lie fraakly owned ta bimesel!
that soins lttie campany besîdes is
own would be welcame. It seome'!
samswliat bard ta hlm that other men
were snug an'! warm In their be'!s,
whIle lie ha'!- tu tramp up an'! down,
tbrough the lone.ly Ixours for their
protection.

This tbought, conjins'! wltli somne
anxiety for is young wife, -wloio be
plctured !retting at is absence.
made hlm beil Irritable, as ovine'
by the energy wltb whicb 'ho sta.mpe'!
is chulle'! fest ta encourage tse cir-

culation.
Witb bis bea'! on one aide lie stop-

pe'! ta count Whlle a ueigbbouring
cloc1k struck four. Tbauk goodneas,
In amother heour lie woul'! be relleve'!.

The niglit was paiing inta a glim-
moring seml-darkne5s, in which thje
vartous objecta about hlm luomed out
w ith weir'! In'!einiteness that added
an esons feelinig ta bis loeeiy viul. It
waa the time when spirits that had
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