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0 the. fouuding of the. Hud-
Sla B" O.--4he oldest trad-

PUY a. etdinlathe. territory
nhn IOwM sas The.Western Prov.
limes, 1* llte.stin¶ M«to.-review the

hiWwy f te oganiaton 1m thtiUre
the chatet*vasgrantadinla1670, te the
trne of its sroende ai1807.

Mies the. Franch settl.d aio.g the. St.>~Iawmecs they were not slow la dev.lop-
lg 't*0efur trais. -The governor. vere
uoeoudlgly )"elus of their rights, asd

partUes- -r* prohibited from
eë~t under condition. tiiat

werah~st nhea,le. Noverthelees,
smre bold spirite tôok a chance.,and
pressed avay ike the hinterlanid, makdag

~sueii bargains as they could vith Indie.n
tribus, and shipping out their fun as
bet they might. Two of the moot ad-
veaturona of these. erly explorera voe
Eadlason and Grosseillieru, who care,
weut as fer ai' the iiead of the great
lakes. Their knovledofo!the Indian
life and the, Indian manguago enabled'
them te BMd out maay things tint vers
unkuown tote Frenoh in generaL
Among-the thinga, tiiey loara? of a
gett ma away to the ncrtii-oast, and,
they dotormined te make an effort to
reaehi M froin the. Atlantic, and divert
tire trade in funa from the St. Lavrence
to tiinov body of vater-,Hudusoe'

L etvo Fronchmnucould not fiad auy
-onu -ln a sxadsthe-Bitieh -Colonies or
France wlao voüld back theai in their
vuiture.b they wire fortunute enough
te fibd an interested lstener i the ad-
vontureus ,Priaoe Rupert,' a cousin cIL
MJaile IL. Tho Prince graited tiiom
tvo vesuels, and on. cf ties vw«s-suc-
ceSaul in rea.hing tho bay. Forts vero
ereabed on the outhera coast, andI trad-
ing wit$ the Indians began. When the
boat rbturnnd te London ladon vith
valuable fura, the. King vas no les in-
tjsrested tia tho. Prinosu.Little diffi.
culby vas expenienced in gttimg a
charter for the. nov company. "The
Governor and Oompany of Adysî-turers
f ront England, trading into Hudson'a
Bay."

The .ompan'y hd vondorful succeas.
Forts vers opened on tho voat aide a.
well as on the shores ef James' Bay.
Fur begai t coino in from pionta
furtierandfurthS eset. It vas easi«e1
to get dovn the rivora te Fort Nloin,1
than te qet the. fura oveland, VoMon-q

treal aid Quobe., or even Vo Vthe head
cf the. great l.ake anad the Enghisi cern-
pany vas alvasahionorable aid upright -
in its dealiaga witii the. raimm.

It vasa agroat tino'whoninltheo aumf
mpr moatha, the, cances began te como
dcvi the rivera losding te Vhs bay. Tii,4
varions tribos tlrned thoir coming se
tha, tiiey arrivod on the shoros of Lake
Winnipeg at about -thesanme date. Tiien,
vith sometirnes as rny as Aive hua-1
dred canoesý tlioy begai their tiresome

jor oy cv the rivor te tthe bsy. Ne
vodrtiat oftei half the, furs vere

t h r o v s a y 1 N o o n d r t i t f , v

in, w~ ere ilhg te take a second1
trip;< theo caices cam)>withhî hailiig1
distance cf the. -fort they firai guis te
announoe their cemiig. Tho fortE
respond.d by dischargiag a cannon.1
Thon camne the fermai reception cf thei,
ciife, thie ameking if the. pipe of pesco,1
the. long slece tin the.announceantf
by the. hend mai cf tiie aumber cfI
caicesanid the. character of tiie funs.f

Hudson'@ Bay Company's Fort. Pembina

After this, the chief presentod the factor
vith skias cf groat value and in retura
the company presentod hum vitii a nov
suit.* Thon carne the. formai trading.
The vomon and tho youigqr mon
breught the. skias te the exchanging
office and tho reckoning began. On one
side it vas beaver, fur, muskrat, mnk,
ottor, 'and buffale, on.the othor it va.
boada, tninkete, blanketa, kaivos, guis,
povdor, siiot, bullots and tobacco. It
was a woîdorful meetig on thie shoes
of the. sait sea, and it speakswveli for
the cempaîy that the. Indiai tnubos ro-
maied friendly through ali the long
years cf baierig and bargaiiing.

It vas only to bo oxpected that the.
rFrench vould b. jealous of this nov
company, and the. jealeusy finally vork-
ed over ito open vartare. In 1687,
Des Troes, vitii a baid of eigiity men,
made bis way up the Ottava, aid ovor-
laid We James' Bay, aid capturod ths
forts, one. alter thie tiir. Ten years
laitier D. ¶lborvilo attacked Fort Nelson
from the aea, and the. compaiya fs a

Indian Chief making a speech to the Governor of Red River. 1825, at Fort Dlouglas

were in' serlous joopardy. In 1713, la,.
ever, the1 treaty of Utrecht imetoei i-
the. territery te Britain, and thé 01W
paîy waa- b&ppy li isold rslatoebl>

Tiiough the. Frenchi traders ta fi
diatrict vorepoverlesa, aid thon*h uAq
cf thom voit back do tho St. I&wréà@w,
aid others uiited vith tho Indim tülbu
it vaa not many yeara bofore nov rnv
te the. Hudson'a Bay Co., appearei..

Frenchi traders vorldng up the. 0"
aid tovarda, James' Bay, temptuL- #
Indiana vith trinkota, and sm*
vitii liquor, but ti had, on thé
tho offeet of atandardir#ig trads. '

TIdian begai -te oil te the biglai M
dor aid a unit of value vas agreei.
Wiiei, howvvr, after 1763, tiie '
traders f romMontroal organizd lnbt
North West Company, and begaU1b
reach fartiier and fartiier vest 19trouble had to b. met. Agents cf*
two companios met as far voit as i
Saskatchewan. Thon bogan the. bSU
iîg of iland forte.Tii. mont imperlal
cf tiieso vas Cumberlanid Houas. Tb
orection cf this fort on ths Saak
ovn, ne doubt presorved the 'tsds l
thé Huadion'a Bay Company.

On the Red River, viiore M
nov staida, oaci of theco. ael=
fort, aid Vtie nivalry vas extromo. Ib
1812, Lord Selkirk, lnterested la fla
Hudaoî'a Bay Co, bougiit laid la liii
Kildonai district aid broughb tlastWi
te cultivate iV. Tii. rival compnny SWv
dange la thia movement, and thons UP1
long, and bitter fend.

On the. deati of Selkirk, the. cemp»Wi
found it advisablo te unite. Tisti la
did in 1821 under the namo of the d&1'
compaiy. Thia vas the. lait cf Vthe 81
difficulties until 1867. Thon the. off@M 4l
theo cempaiy on the novly formei »90
iein bad te, bo considered. The SlOW

monts both at Ottava aid london wÈu
ail I favor of tiio surr eidor of *b
charter, aid se an arrangemenit10M
made, accordiig to wiiicii tiie oMM"D
reoeivod £300,ooo aid a titis te *S
tventietii cf Vthelaid acutii of thIMMIê5
braicii cf the, Saskatchievan, aid VOSl $
Lake Winipeg. It vas io longer a u
trading company vith a moncpaly,
a greait commercial coicon ith a tâuh
of stores roaciug from the Great T.AbO
te Vin Pacifie.

Durng the. long yeara of atruggb a-
Lween 1713 aid 1821, the. rival cOUPee
ies sont into-the vest mrny grOt 0
Plot'ers. Hearno vont out te this OPMI
înic River aid vorkod bis vY>du
te the. Aretie Ses. MeKeazie diÏcO'VWUl
and vorkod hua vay dovi the rivetÎ
beurs ii naine'aid later crosi *
Rockies. Fraser and Thompson 8Fr
thieir nismes te Vbhs greât streaiflitil

- Continue& on page 48
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