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neared the shores of the lake, in 1880,
that any effort beyond that made by
the ionelly prospector was8 possible;

and not until reguir comnrunication
wvas opeued in 1881, did the usual
swarm of gold seekeris enter the lake
country, a.nd commence the explora-
tion of its shoresand Islands.

It might reasonably have heen sup-
poseld, that wlth railway communica-
tion into the heart of the goId-bear-
Ing district o! the Lake of the Woods,
mining would have made rapid strides.
Lnfortunately, a combination 0f cir-
cumstances, amiong them the boun-
dary dispute meutioned elsewhere,
whichi made Uitlee to property uncer-
tain, etfectually diacouraged the iu-
vestmcnt of capital upon any work of
deveiopment. Since the settleinent o!
tilit dispute, and the granting of
cro-%wn patents, some six yoars ago%
innumierable dlaims have been taken
up, and actual work o! deveiopment
luis steaduly progressed, thougli until
(lutte recently, ini only a tentative
%va-y. A6 In other new districts the
obsticle to rapid develrîpment hias ben
a waxît of knowledge of the nature o!
the ore, and the beet way to treat it.
In evidence of this, It ieed only be
mentioned that until comporatively
rocently, it wais a pretty general
opi7)nion t.hat theffe ores were reirak-
tory, whereas it lias now been de! lxi-
itely pro ved that they are al free mil!-
ing. It was als8o considered by many,
hicluding ésome trained experte, that
the vein8 would be found to gradually
decre.,se in width at any deptli be-
10W the surface, whereas ail present
development lins slîôwn that, on the
contrary, the tendcncy le rather that
they gradually increaffe. The ex-
l)erience of Mr. J. F. Caldwell, the
father of practical minlng in this dis-
trict, is been In thîls direction; and,~
«IF wvil be see<,n, further o% n~ the de-
scription of lis ine-the Sultaa-at
a depth ut 800 feet the ore la li a
greater body than at any point nearer
the, surface. Even with perfect as-.
eurance oi the contiuua.nce and deptil
o! the veine thiere 'vag the want o!
experience as to thîe best methode o!
trating the ore. Mistakes have been
made iun many cases, resulting In dis-
appoiutmient wliceh wouid have been
eaisi1y avoided If as inueJi had been
kaowa of the nature o! tile

ore ais le known now, thanks
to the perseverance and good

Judgment of Mr. Ca.Idwgil, to whom,

Indeed, the whole credit li due'of hav-

Ing, once for ail, established the rep-
utation o! the district, and shown how
to mine and treat the ore to the beet

effeet.

No argumentsa are now necesary to
prove 'the !act that this le a very
promlsing gold fiijld; there are the
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sofld facteo! actual production, wlîlch;

are the very beet kind o! nroo!. Two

mine at least-the Suitana and 'the'

egina-have now reached considera-

hIe developuient; both are giving most

satlsfactory resuits, exceeding ln both

cases the mnost sanguine expectatlons

o! the owners; they are situated at a
distance of many mfies froxu each

other, and had no more promislng

surface Indications than scores o! oth-

er claIil in the district; therefore le

lt not rea»onable to suppose, that

what Le being obtained !rom these two

ines--the first to ho, carried to a
comparatlvely extensive stage o! de-

velopment-may ho equaiied by many

other properties, and probabiy cou-

siderabiy surpassed by some? It wouid

surely be a. strange circumstaflc3 If

the very firet mine to be opened lu

an enti.rely new district shouid prove

to be the best one existiug there. The

contra,ry la very much more Ilkeiy; and

the accounts, which we give below o!

wbat la uow beiag doue on other prop-

erties, show conclusively that there le

ma.ny a Sultana lying beneath the

surface there, and only awaiting the

application o! a little capital and

labor to yieid equally good resulte.

It Is no,% entirely beyond disputa

therefore, that the gold le there In

ouantities aud la a form thiat may lie
worked most prolitably-as profit-

bLNY, Perhaps as in alînoat any gold

field lu theworld-and when the Other

natural conditions o! the district are

taken into account, who eau doubt

that, ln a very short tinme, here v¶iII

be one of the great gold producing

centres o! the 'norld? Let us cou-

eider these other advantages for one

moment, and compare them «whth the

natural disadvaaîtages o! suceh a dis-


