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ncw Secretary of Statc fur India, Lord N'iuerloy, to give cifect, tý the policy
endorsed by the votes of his coilca.gues. Mie iniiltint.ial deputation whichi
waitcd on huaii could scarcely have had a more unifavorable recieption. Lord
Kimberley told themi plainly that Iiidia couldl not afford to dispense with so
important a revenue as that derived froun the opium traffic, and lie lield out

uîo ope of refori, with one noteworthy exception. le promised that in
Burina, w1hlre thec Buddhist priesthood and the Christian missionaries
Nvere equally opposcd to the trafice, and ev'en flhc offlicials bore unanimous
testiînony to the disastrous effects of opium on the Burmese, a nicasure of
prohibition shoiuld be grantcd. This promise wvas eventually carried ont;
and tho the ineastire is faulty in several respects, especially in being ap
plicable only to thc Buriunese and Karens, it is undoubtedly a great re-
form, and thc most important positive resuit yet attained by the anti-
opium movenient.

Lord Rinmbcrley's hostile attitude rendered it necessary again to bring
the subjeet before the flouse of Couinions. Accordinglly in June, 1893,
a resolution ivas proposed whidhi, aiter referring to the vote of 1891,
nsked that practical mnsures bc taken to carry it ontbytoapitnu
of a commission charged to inquire, not inito thec morality of the opium
trafflc, but into thc I)est mode of satisfying the legitimiate needs of the
Indian exchecquer while dispensing witlh thc revenue from, opium, withont
auy increascd pressure on thc tax-payers of India. The motion proposed.
to, refer it Vo the commission to inquire wvhether a temiporary grant from the
Britisli excheqner -%vould bc necessary for this object. -Mr. Gladstone's
government, however, yieldling te the pressure of thc India Office, refused
Vo accept sucli an iinquiry. It met the motion by aul ameudînient propos-
iiig a commission for a* very different purpose--namely, to inquire " whcther
thc growth of the poppy and manufacture and sale of opium ini British.
India should lie prohibited. except for inedical purposes, and whether such
prohibition could bo cxtended Vo the native States. " Thc inquiry was te
include varionls sUbsidiary points, as to the effect, on the finances of India,
tIe consuniption of opiuin ini the different districts of India, and, finally,
VlIe ivilingrness of the Indian people " te bear ini whole or in part the cost
of prohibitive mieasures. " The Governmcint resolution ivas carricd, after a
plausible speech froii Mr. Gladstone huinise!f, by 184 votcs to 105, the lat-
ter figures represeniting the strength of the anti.opiumi party in the flouse of
Commions.

Tie commission '%as constitutcd of finie niemibers. Lord I3rassey,
tIe president, is a man of enormious wvealth, coîmsiderable ability, and that
kind of reputation as a pluilanthropist which is not very liard to acquire
liy a kiind-heatcd man %vwho can figure wvehl nt pulblic functions and can
give away largec sunis of money. Hec is a maii of extraordinary vacillation
of putrpose ; but Vhis wceakness is combincd -%vith a slirewd, perception of
tIc Uine of conduet likely to lend to popularity aud advancement. Since
the close of tuep commission lie lias becîî appointcd Vo aiu Amstralian gov-


