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new Secretary of State for India, Lord Kimberley, to give effect to the policy
endorsed by the votes of his colleagues.  The influential deputation which
waited on him could scarcely have had a more unfavorable reception. Lord
Kimberley told them plainly that India could not afford to dispense with so
important a revenne as that derived from the opium traffic, and he held out
no hope of reform, with one noteworthy exception. He promised that in
Burma, where the Buddhist priesthood and the Christian missionaries
were equally opposed to the traflic, and even the officials bore unanimous
testimony to the disastrous effects of opium on the Burmese, 2 measure of
prohibition should be granted. This promise was eventually carried out ;
and tho the measure is faulty in several respects, especially in being ap-
plicable only to the Burmese and Karens, it is undoubtedly a great re-
form, and the most important positive result yet attained by the anti-
opium movement.

Lord Kimberley’s hostile attitude rendered it necessary again to bring
the subject before the House of Commons. Accordingly in June, 1893,
a resolution was proposed which, after referring to the vote of 1891,
asked that practical measures be taken to carry it out by the appointmnent
of a commission charged to inquire, not into the morality of the opium
traffic, but into the best mode of satisfying the legitimate needs of the
Indian exchequer while dispensing with the revenue from opium, without
any increased pressure on the tax-payers of India. The motion proposed
to refer it to the commission to inquire whether a temporary grant from the
British exchequer would be necessary for this object. Ar. Gladstone’s
government, however, yielding to ihe pressure of the India Office, refused
to accept such an inquiry. It met the motion by an amendment propos-
ing a commission for a very different purpose—namely, to inquire * whether
the growth of the poppy and manufacture and sale of opium in British
India should be prohibited except for medical purposes, and whether such
prohibition could be extended to the native States.” The inquiry was to
include various subsidiary points, as to the effect on the finances of India,
the consumption of opium in the diffcrent districts of India, and, fivally,
the willingness of the Indian people “ to bear in whole or in part the cost
of prohibitive measures.” The Government resolution was carried, after a
plausible speech from Mr. Gladstone himself, by 134 votes to 105, the lat-
ter figures representing the strength of the anti.opium party in the House of
Commons.

The commission was constituted of nine members. Lord Brassey,
the president, is & man of enormous wealth, considerable ability, and that
kind of reputation us & philanthropist which is not very hard to acquire
by a kind-hearted man whe can figare well at public functions and can
give away large sums of money. He is & mai of exiraordinary vacillation
of purpose ; but this weakness is combined with & shrewd perception of
the line of conduct likely to lead to popularity and advancement. Since
the close of the commission he has been appointed to au Australian gov-
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