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Ta CGorneseoxpryma.~—Leliers addressed to
eithar the . Editor or Publisher, as well as
Gommaunications intehded. for publication,

.. must, invariably,be:pre.paid.. Correspon
dents will nlso,bear it mind thatione end
ol the envelape should be left open, and
-at,the corner the words ** Printer's copy.”’
.&ritten..andin ¢two.or five cent stamp (ac
«cording to. the weight of the communica-

tion) placed thereon:will.pay tho postage

‘1x another column will be found an extract
from the London Standard of Feb. 18th, on
Colonel Frerousr's able Memorandum on
ouc ¢}Militia System.” The opinion of out-
sillers is particalarly valuable inasmuch as it
enables us to judge of the weak points in
our system and to take advantage of the
advica ;tendared, if in.nccordunce with our
Jocal.necessities and power,

Frox the followingextract it would appear
that the problem of armor piercing shelis
has been solved—if so, then plnting a vessel
to keep out the destructive elfects of shell
fice is usaless, aud, ns we predicted from the
first, a return to the old type inevitable, if,
a8 the German- authorities alloge they have
o.shell sufliciently strong and a gun sullici-
ently powerful to pierce a 14 incht plate, n
greater revolution than that which has oc-
curred within the last ten years in Naval
Architecturois a necessity which cannot be

voided, ead it will reduce the system of

attack %nd defenco of fleots to tho simple
rules by which they wero governed in tho |
days of sailing oraft which consisted in secu-
ring room tomanwuvre withapidity and ne. 1
curady of lire and skill in hanHing the fleet, !
squadron, or ship.

“ A militiry contributor to the Cologne
Gazcile snys that the new Mauser rilles will
immedintely be sorved out to six corps
d'arntico of tho German arny, the two Bav-
arian corps retaining-the Werder riflo ns
heiotofore. I'ho bayonet which since 17356
h1s been uninterruptedly used in the I'rus-
sinn aud afterwards in the German army, i3
at the.same timo to bo abandoned, ‘F'ha two
nowly organized divisions of siege nrullery
are to have, besides tho new -tilled 21 centi.
moro mortars used in tho sleges of Paris and’
Strasburg, and the'21 contimétro siegs gun,
arifled 28 centimetre mortnr, The wdight
of tho shell of the 28 centimetre liowilzbr,
when londed with 28 kilogratomes, and it i
bélieved:that the shell of the 28 centimetre
mortar will be of about the sime weight,
Tho weight of the shell of the 3! contimetre
siego gun;-loaded with 65 kilogrammes only.
Each of:tho slego artillery divisions will be
provided with forty rified 2! centimetre
mortars (two dnly vere lised before Paris,
and four before Strasburg), 21 centimetro
sioge guns, and probably ten rifled 28 centi
metre mortass, besides from 330 to-360 guns
of other calibres. The hoaviest gun hitherto
used in the Gerzinn ironclad fleet is the 26
contimetre naval gun, which discharges n
steol shell of 134 kilogrammes, loatded with
37.5 kilogrammes of prismatic ‘powder. Tt
is said, however, thut a still heavier piece of
aprtillery-~the 23 centimetro gun, with a
loaded steel shell of about:250 kilogramimes
—will- be supplied to the two Gerinan iron-
clads Deutchland and Kaiser, which rre ne
being built in England, and are expected to
be ready for sea in the coursa of-the present
year, T'he projuctiles fired by this. gun have
gone straight through a 12inch platoand s
considarable distance beyond it on the other
side. The writer ndds that the 30} centimetre
gupns nade in Krupp's establishment have
1ot .yet.been adopted for the German coast
artillery, buu that their adoption may now
be regarded as certsin. This gun has an
ordinary shell of 296 kilogrummes, with a
charge of 60 kilogrammes of prismatic pow
der, and an elongated cast iron shell of 257
kilogramumes, with a charge of 50 kilogeam.

mes of powder. It is believed that either of
theso shells will penetrate a 14 inch plate
with case.” .

"

The most extraordinary siatcment in the
foregoing is the, avowed intention of the
Prussian military authorities to relinguish
tho bayonot as an olfensive weapon, If, as
has been asserted, the precision and rapility
of firc attained by the modern system of
small arms precludes tho possibility of using
the bayonet at the decisive moment, the
course has common sense to support it ; but
it is very doubtful after all whether any pos

ition has been won without s resort to hard
fighting and consequently the bayonet 18 a
necessity in that view. Wao are inclined to
think tho lessous or supposed practical de

ductions from the ovents of the last war are
being carried too far—that theories founded
on its exceptional experiences ure not to bo
implicitly relied on, and it is quite possible
that the results may be—n school of military
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ceeded to the traditious of tha seven years
war,may find jnn second Jixa causo to vegret
the substitution of speculation opinions for
practical fnets,

Meantimo it should bo o subject of inves.
tigation amongst our wilitary men as to the
actual valao of the hnyonet ay u soldier's
wanpon, and the true consideration of tho
impulses that will actuate a man or body of
men engagod in n h nd’to land struggle or
melee will lead to tho dotermination that a
weapon ot some sort apart from-the firearm
is necessary, ‘I'ho reasons for this nre so
obvious that wo shill ot write them, but
tho conclusion isimovitably forced on us that
u weapon 80 simplo and effective as the bay-
onet, is the ono beat adaptetl to meet all the
requirements of the cuse. About it cluster
all the traditions of British prowess, daring,
and endurance, and wo are of opinion-that in
actual contest it would give the soldiei poss-
essing it & very decided advartage indeed
over the man armed with a rifle alone, no
matter how a nurate its fi.o and skilful
bio may be in its use,

The only lessons worth sludying in the
late war was the system of crganization which
the viotors developed. Bisyanx will find his
equal as an a.tuto statesman,and VoxMortks:
probably his superior as a General, but the
organizition will still be the niost complete
tho world hias yet seeon.
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Tuser has been recontly an accidental
explosiun at Woolwich ofone of Wisirengap's
fish Turpedues attended with loss oflife con
siderable damnge. The <rmy and Nury
Gazetts of Tth Fob.thus rofers to it :—

The recent explosion of one of White-
head's fish torpedods at Woolwich Arsenal,
by which accident ong min was kiljed on
the spet and severul others daugerously
wounded, gives 1ise to some very important
questions.  But before dwelling upon them,
it may Lo ag well briefly to descrdbe the con.
striction.and internal arrangements of this
now justly dreaded infernal machine. The
torpedo consists, then, as its name implies,
of u fish_shaped body, twelve feet long by
sixteon inches in diametur, with a compart-
ment at cither end closed by n buikhead
and an engine room 1n the erntre some
eightecn inches in length. Tha whole is,
constructed of walleable gleel three six-
teenths of an inch thick, in\l hammered
upon ‘‘formers.”” The motive power is
compressed air, which is contained in the
hinder compartment, and the bullkhead ot
this, whicli presemis a convex surluco to
the pressure from the air chamber, is of the [
toughest steel  The compressed mir iscon-
ducted to a small ascillinting engine, con- B
sisting of a largze and small cylinder, the
smailer of which receivey the compres-eld

lurger ure the * exhaust” from the small &
cylinder. Tho engine ,gives motion to an [
ordinary screw shaft, which turus = gun §3
metal scréw propellor nt the tail of the s, [
The pressure of the cowpressed ajv is rogu- B8
lated ty an enotmiousiy powaorful spring I

forco compartment of the lish, ayd is kept
at tension when thegir chiamberas chargt.

pedants—cxactly sinular to those who suc.

As tho pressuro of ‘the aiv lessons, so0 thy

air direct from the ‘sur chanber, ayd the B

pressuro guage, which ruus turough the ¥



