PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS IN THE NEW HEBRIDES.

HE New Hebrides lie several

hundred miles to the west of
the cour.e¢ followed by steamers
running between Australia, Hawaii,
and San Francisco. They are about
1,200 miles north-east of Australia,
and 200 miles east of the large island
of New Caledonia. -

Dr. Paton likens them to *a range
of mountains bursting up out of the
sea clothed with forest and severed
from one another by deep valleys
through which the tides now flow.”
Very few of the New Hebrides ure
as large as the island of Montreal,
and many of them are several thou-
sand feeb above the sea level. Irom
the top of the voleano, Lopevi, Cap-
tain Cook connted seventeen of these
islands rising out of the purple
waters, their fringes of coral sand
glistening under the brilliant, rays
of the fropical Sun.

These islands are of coral forma-
flon and all show signsof voleanic
action. Owing no doubt to this
fact. many are not encircled by the
customary reef. There e three
active voleanoes in this group ; that
on Tanna being the largest in the
South Sceas.  Here also are hot
springs in which the natives hoil
their food.  Voleanie action has en-
riched the soil hut mude the airsome-
what unwholesome.

One canuob live on the beach
without suffering Ifrom malaria.

Owing to thisfact all the native huis
are to be found amongst the trees on
the high ground, over which the
trade winds sweep.

Indigenons flowering and  foul
plants of many kinds grow in grea
Inxuriance, besides various foreign
species introduced by missionaries.
The yam, taro and cocoanut are the
chief food produets. York is the
only kind of meat proecarable. The
sea teems with fish, it is true, bul
they are more heautiful than pal-
afable.  Some are poisonous at cer-
tain seasons, others are so all the
year round. A fish dinner is often
used by a dusky Lmeretia Borgia as
a convenient means of dispatching
undesirable acquaintances. Whale
fishing is oue of the native indus
triecs. Numerous furtles are found.

The mnatives of these “ Sunnmer
Isles of Eden,” as Steele calls them.
are the most degraded savages of the
Sonthr Seas.  They are composed of
two races. The Papuan, who cune
from Africa—a descendant of Ham .
the Malay, who came from Asi-
descendant of Shem.  'The former is
akin to the negro, though smaller
and not. always woolly haired. The
latter is 2 mnch finer type of man-
hood, heing 1all and comparatively
v,

The Melanese are found chiefly in
the more northern of the 30 islands.
and here an improvement in hut




