B Thh i Glapiadis -

>

Northern Messengs

QO:)P' v.l

VOLUME XXXVIIL. No. 6.

IELS\

AI;

MONTREAL, FEBRUARY 7, 1902.

30 Cts. Per An, Post-Paid.

-form two complete papers.

Publishers’ Note.

While the ‘Northern Messenger’ continues
to have sixteen pages it will be found to
The inner one,
headed ‘Boys and Girls,’ will consist exclu-
sively of juvenile Sunday reading while the
outer one will endeavor to supply family
reading as heretofore. The paper is so ar-
ranged that, if desired, the inner double
sheet can be slipped, before cutting, from
the outer one and each part be read separ-
ately from the other.
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Baghdad and Its People.
(By Dr. H. M. Sutton, in ‘The Church Mis-
" sionary Gleaner.’)

There are probably few cities in the world
B0 familiar to most people by name as Bagh-
dad is, concerning which so little is actually
known by people in general. Everybody is
familiar with the name Baghdad from the
pages of the ‘Arabian Nights,’ but compara-
tively few people know even to what country
it belongs. It is one of the chief cities of
the Turkieh Empire, and, after Constanti-
nople, the second or third in size. Founded
by Mansur, the second ‘caliph of the abbaside
dynasty, in the year A.D. 765, it remained for
five hundred years the seat of the caliphate
until the destruction of the city of Halaku,
grandson of Chan, it:

id aixd his successors Bagh-
dad was renowned as the seat of Arabian
philosophy and medicine, and there were
probably at that day no better physicians in
the world than the Arabs. At the begin-
ning of the tenth century the celebrated phy-
siclan Al Razi, director of a hospital in
Baghdad, wrote a treatise on smallpox and
measles. From this and other Arabic medi-
cal works of that period it is evident that
the present day Arab practitioners of Bagh-
dad are, to say the least, not a step in ad-
vance of the medical science and practice of
& thousand years ago. Certainly the views
Tow in vogue again amongst the Arabs of
the pathology of diseases, with their inevit-
able influence on the line of treatment incul-
cated, correspond exactly with the. melan-
choly fact recorded of Professor Al Razi,
that he suffered from a disease of the eyes,
brought on by eating broad beans!

Early in the sixteenth centm‘y Baghdad
fell into the ha.nds of the Persians, but was
Tetaken by the 'rum in 1638, who have re-
ﬁﬂﬁe’& Mr hold ‘upon it ever since."
test ealamity that has beﬁ\llen

% lern times was the great
* plague whlch visited it in 1830, followed by
the lmmdutlon of the city from the muen

] 'Mm The miasionlry, AN Groves who

was in Baghdad at the time, and other wri-
ters, have left us awful descriptions of the
wrﬁble"bme of the city under this double
v!ﬂhtlon, and I have often heard their ac-

" counts corroborated by old men still living

in Baghdad. The plague occurred in the
spring, when' the Tigris is always overfull
from the melting snows of the mountains of °
Kurdistan, in the north. At the height of
- the epidemic, from April 16 tq April 21, two
lhonuntf people Med daily. The:; the river

burst its banks, and in one night seven thou-
sand houses fell and fifteen thousand pecple
perished.

Baghdad contains the shrines of some very
eminent Mohammedan saints and leaders.
There is to be seen in the city the hand-
Some mosque connected with the burial-place
of Abduy Qadir ai Jilani, who lived in the
twelfth century, and whose tomb is visited
by pilgrims from India, Moroceo, and else-
where. A little distance outside the city is
the fine mosque erected on the burial-place
of Abu Hanifah (A.D. 770), the founder of

Many of the Armenians habitually use-three
languages, speaking Arabic and Turkish in
addition to their mother tongue. 1 have
been at the bedside of a patient where, in a
company of half a dozen people, we had oc-
casion to use five'languages, and on another
occasion we were a company of about forty
people in a room where no less than four-
teen languages were represented. The lané

of Shinar is thus still the place of the confu
sion of tongues.

Of a population of about 120,000 nearly
one-third are Jews; the Christians of variow

ARAB AND WH"E T g ;'0_; o

the first of the tour great sects of the Sun;
Mohammedans. Immediately opposite t la,

on the other side of theJTlgﬂs, are seen the
- mminoeht gndea domes and minarets
“which mark tha resungaplaae of the seventh
and ninth of t.he twelve Imams of the Shiahs.
Bag'hdql. trom its thus oifeﬂnx attractions

to pilgrims from many parts of the Moham-
medan world as Welf as from its commercial
position, is one of the most polyglot cities in
the world.
place, but many of the resident Turkish offi-
cials never acquire it; the Persian ‘and In-
dian pilgrims make no long stay in Baghdad,
and the large community of Kurdish coolies
seldom use any language but their own.

Arabic is the language of the

Oriental Churches number a.bou-t 5 000 wlnle
‘the remaining 80,000 are. Moh&mmedans
about. equany divided baﬁween Sunnis and
Sirlahs. “For so cmw'ded and dirty a - city,
Ba.ghdad is not an unhealbhy place. The
heat is intense from May to October _and the
houses are built in suoh a way that it is im-

‘possible to live in the rooms during the hot

weather. The inhab'lta'nta retire below
ground to the apartments which 20 by the

‘name of ‘serdab,” and which are very much

like the cellars of a good English house. In
the intensely dry heat of the summer, with

‘the shade temperature at 110' or 115°, 3 pro-

perly ventilated ‘serdab,’ kept down to a
temperature of 90°, is a fairly comfortable



