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,the wvorld during the nineteenth
century formi the subject9 of a bril-
liant series of chapters. Our author
is no pessimist. He shows that as
a skilful rider wvinds his steed so God
is guiding the wvorld up the hceights
of progress to the graiider Christian
civilization of the future. As says
the Laureate :

For I doubt not through the ages
Au increasing purpose runs,

And the thoughts of men are widened
13y the,procesà of the suns

T/te Peoblics Bible: .Viscoitrses u0on
Holy Scriotitre. By JOSEPH PAR-
KER, D.D. Vol. II. The Book of
Exodus, 8VO, pp. 328. New York:
Funk & Wagnall. Toronto: Wrn.
Briggs. Price $1.75.

.TIe Peejle's Bible. Vol. 1 11. Leviti-
cus-Numbers I.-XXVI. Svo,
pp. 360. Toronto: S. R. Briggs,
Willard Tract Depository. Price
$1.75.
Dr. Parker proposes the compre-

hiensive task of issuing in some five
.and twventy volumes a " Pastor's
Commentary " on the whole Bible.
Its scope is thus outlined by the
publisher:

This is not a Bible Commcntary
in the usual sense of that term. It is
a pastor's comimenta-y upon such
portions of HqIly Scripture as are of
obvious and immediate importance
to the growth of the sou] in Divine
wisdom, and is, th ' refore, flot in-
tended to take the place of the
verbal and critical commentaries
'vhichi so ably represent the latest
phases of Christian erud-tion. In-
stead of going minutely .through any
book verse by verse, the -fis-st object
is to discover its governing idea or
principal purpose.

In theseries so far issued, Genesis
is treated as a book of Bcginnings:
the begirining of Creation; thé -be-
ginning of H unanity ; the beginning
of Famnily life; the beginning of Dis-
obedience ; a book of revélation and

'Viýion.
Exodus is a book of Phiases of

Providence: in leadership, in na-
ational deliv'erances, in organizatiôn,
in codifieci human life, in ail the

mystery of human training and dis.
cipline, showing hiow the taberniacle
of God is with men upon earth ; a
refuge, a judgment, a symbol.

Leviticus is a book of Religious
Mec/za;ics: the Mechanics of sin-
reckoning; the Mechanics of Sacri-
fice; the Mechianics of Intercession;
the Mechanics of Purification ; the
higher meaning of ail these intricate
and costly formalities; the unprofit-
ableness of bodily exercise ; the
révéelation and developiment of truc
Sacrifice.

These volumes w'ill be found
especially, n'el adapted for fazni]y)
reading, for Sunday-school teachers,
and as suggesting themes of dis.
course and fresh and vigorous modes
of treatment to preachers.

Words : Tizeir Use and A buse. By
WM. MATHEWS, LL.D. i 21fl, pp.
494. Chicago: S. C. Griggs & Co.
Toronto: William Briggs. Price
$2.0&.
The study of wvords is one of ab-

sorbing interest. Trench, Alford,
Marsh, Farrar and others, liave
shown how m'uch C"fossil history"
an-d latent poetry and strange folk-
lore are embodied therein. Some
of our commonest 'vords have their
roots far back in dim antiquity-on
the plains of India or on tise banks
of the Oxus or Ilissus. A knowledge
of their deérivation and history often
throwvs a flood of lighit upon their
meaning and upon the laws of
language and of thought. This
study invests even a spelling-book
with a sti:ange faecination. Probably
no writer has broùglit to the elucida-
tion .of this .siùbjctZreater-perspica-
city .and abilite than Dr. Mathe%%s.
Tîse wvork tinder 'review is a new~
e.dition, greatly enlarged, of a book
ivhich has had quite a phenonienal
sale. ..It- was good in its previous
fo.*îih, it is muchi better now. It is
not abook of pedantic learning, but
the -çiork of a fine literary critic and
scholar. The hieadings of sonie of
the, chapters will indicate its scope
and v ariety : The significancc of
words, the morality of words,
grand words, small words, words
without mneaning, 50111e abuseq of
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