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Mb. Blakb.—If no other hon- member pro-

noees toaddreas the House on the subject, 1

aTnot, for my pwt, feel diaposed to give a

silent vote upon it. It is now two years ago

ainoe, ia the course of a very important ducua-

sion here, I ventured to suggest in my place

in Parliament that the accession to power

which had then recently taken place of the

Liberal Administration in England, woultt

lead very shortly tQ the concession of tome

measure of Home Rule to the Imh people. I

believed, as I said, that such a solution as

conld be obtained of the land question, such a

solution aq had been from time to time reached

of other questions, would, after all, not settle

the Irish question, and that unless the C "^

tates of prudence and of justice alike were oo-

served aid fulfilled by the granting of some

measure of control over their hnsal afifairs, we

would see that which had been the disgrace

•nd the humiUation of the British Enipire for

many years stiU continued. I also observed,

IS the hon. gentleman in bis speech and in his

motion has observe^, that we had one amongst

many material interests here, in <-w»ad8, m
the solution of that question, in the change

which might be expected from it, in the atti-

tude of the great bulk of the Irish people to-

wards the Empire, that we ha-la materwd—

although I regard that as a much lesser inter-

est thim the interest which haa been mainly

discussed-we had a material interest of a

serious character with reference to the chance-,

and the opportunity of immigration to our

soil BO lone as the present state o feeling con-

SuS. K I prJpose to justify the atutude

which I took upon that occasion and which

did not then meet with any very animated re-

sponae in the House or in the country; I pro-

pose to iustify it by a reference to spme obvi-

ous historical facts which, it appears to me,

can lead to only one inevitable oonclasion. In

order that we may unUerstand the gromids

upon which, as I conceive, some av^tion in this

d&ection is demonstrably necessary, it isby no

nwwiB needful to go further back than to the

time of the Union.

IBIBH GKIBVAHOBS.

T«. X. «At n'W'dM here to recur in detail to

the mtre anoient events in connexion wisu

Irish history, to the history of 'he conquest,

to the history^of the conflscatlou, to the his-

tory of the proscriptions, to the historv of the

penal laws, directed at one time against Pro-

testants, and at another time Jigainst Cathollc%

to the history of these penal laws of the rnoek

serious and terrible description, laws and

events to which I have briefly allided, brt

which ought to make us all, when we recur to

them,Jslush with shame, and which have left

the marks it human error and of human oriflie

almost indelible, enhancing, there can bo

no doubt, even to-day, the difficulties of t «

situation—I say It Is needless for the purposes

of this discussion that we should revert to

those in detail, for I am willing that this

question should be tried rot upon the histoiy

of previous years, but upon the histofj

of the government of Ireland under the pre*,

ent constitution of the United Kingdom.

That history begins with the Union Act—

«

Act secured, as you aU know, by means of the

basest corruption. However beneficial tho

public men who carried that measure vm
have believed it toH I do not suppose it wUl

bo urged to-day that the end justified MO
means, and I have myself a strong belief th»t

the nefarious means by which that measmo

was carried, operated very largely to inorMM

the difficulties of its working and produced •

state of feeling which gave It a poor chailoo of

proving satisfactory to the people of thecouttiy

which was by such means broo^t into »<••

intimate connexion with the Empire. B«^
Sir, since that period, for a little more t^^SO
years, has Ireland been managed by tho ParU*./

ment of the United Kingdom, and I do iloti.^

hesitate to cay tlat the result of that manago-
^

ment has been a ' \

DBBADFUL FAILV&B.

There has been time enough to try 'Jid qnea-

tion out. Eighty years in the history of a

country, and such eighty years as Ireland n«s

experienced. Is surely time enough to try the

ques Ion out. Now, let us apply some ohn.

ous, plain and paipable testa as to wh^thos?

there has been a good and successful admixd»>

tratlon of Irish aflkirs under the existinK t^
tern The population of Ireland in 1726 WM
2 300,000; in 1805 it was 6.400,000, and

ijUVAVaai**'! M-v**.
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