Melissa’'s Better—Best Baby

- BY AGNES LIDDELL ———or

“What tomfoolery will those women
be up to next?” Grandfather Tomp-|
kins, slumped in the big red rocker,
was reading the local paper.

wanted to. ~For-weeks- the country
talked of nothing but “that :l\mdv[
Larkin girl's good luck,” a view which
humble Melissa piously shared. None|
Me! mending a pile of grain of them thought for a moment that
bags. by the dcor where she couldiDan was the lucky ona. Melissa's pa-
watch Danny dutside, longed dumbly | tience, devoticn and yalty, her)
to be one of those despised women housewifely skill—there wasn’t a bet-
who dared to “be up" to things bésic ter cook nor a neater house for
hard, gruelling labor. But she kept miles around-—were as nothing when |
discreetly silent. Grandmother Tomp- | tumbled into the sca
king didn’t care what the women did. acres and pure-bred stock.
It was sure to be something ‘ It must be d that Dan was not
ways something to coax the d insensible to his good fortune, ‘In.::gh
out of your pocket | he credited to his own ‘x'vt swdness in
fo put a penny in. picking out Meligza had ,k-‘
temptuously and wen ed for him anc father during the
beans, one menth his mother | ever per-
“They better stay ¢ ted herself to sick, and Dan h.xu’.
eare of their own young or ' Grand- lively recollection (f lh( firm white!
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ingly «through 1 to where Dan-| out a wife, by emotions directly trace
ny played ¢ Hly on the porch.| able to a saucy eye; a bobbing curl, or
“But the from their a trim ank He had seen too
folks at h brought up four ) them that
te h and buried three.” the rest

i \ never thought it
worth while to mention any of Meli

's good points to her. Why spoil a
faithful $ervant with praise? Melissa|
was a fine cook and a sat ctory

d can tomatoes y're g wife. She knew her place as a Larkin

ing to try the is 4 i born, a full octave down the scale
now are th from the Tompkinses, and she never

“ “The § tried to climp. No use stdrting her
Tompkins read it N 's a|to thinking she was giving as much
speci company let those!as she got.
woner it country All went well until Danny's arrival.
welghing babies. What | M sa accepted whatever treatment
on carth do to run around| was her in the same dumb
weighing vp a lot ing ones for?”| y she had taken everything life|

“well, 1 Grandmother | dealt. She was so dazed at her own
Tompkins eat and stared. “A body'd| good fortune that she felt Mother
think it we  hogs. Who cares | Tompkins slights were her just due.
much weighs? \mx ain’'t| Any mother would feel bad to have a
like Dan pick out a Larkin when
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kins demanded witheringly. 1 tly un chin
pay you fifty cents for that amorous ging of the bell
shanks? At even fat as he would maoned Ds rom the field to put down
be if you'd take Ma's advice the rebellion. He strode into Melissa's
Mm pork grease and potato room determined show her she
“Maybe 'twould be o good thing for ldi't play tricks with him. He'd
sonie folks to have'their baby ost fifteen m of day-
ed,” Grandmother Tompkins
“They might see then that
folks knew zomething about
raising.”
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{ “Yeu one word, Dan
| Tompkinz,” eaid. “I ain’t going
to get up and touch that washing. And
burried from ihe room. Get what’s miore, I ain’t going to get up
dred dollars for him? No amount of | for six days longer. The doctor says
money could buy him from her! Hie! it will be bettdr for the baby for me
theery little emile, his sunny little| to stay in bed two weeks I'm
gurgles which she chose to consider|going to stay ‘
haik, his utter dtp«m'(ﬂ( w her{ That was her
were all that made life worth living.| stormed wordily but Melissa neither
Compare her baby 10 a Holstein calf!| spoke nor moved. She had said her
What wouldn't her boy all and besides the doctor had told her
be was & man if she could only do|that getting excited was bad for the
right by him? . | baby. It furned her milk to poison,

And right she woulld do, if she ««nw!!m »d what mother wanted to poison her
find out what was right. She neverjown child? She finally turned her
could fight\for herself. They might|face to the wall and closed her eyes.
shight her and overwork her and she | Dan would tire of it after awhile and
badn't the courage to complaid, But | g0 back to work.
Deavmny was different. He ghould have | blind fight for her Motherhood. |
Wi rights if she had to fight the \\-huf(.: Dan's’ contemptuous certainty that
world. And to get those rights she could quickly “bring Mel
had fought her own small world—her | slowly turned to doubt.
bud’,nnd& family Danny derd lifting her out of bed and

ibly dressing her, bu#f remember-

ling an experience he .once had with
# was 28 much a mystery to Melisss faithful horse he thought better of
®8 to everyone else, none of them!it. The horse and Melissa had some
having read “The Female of the | points in common. Each had d
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finement. Proper !eedinc weas his
hobby, but asually his teachings fell| bath then,” Carrie igmored Dan’s ref-
on deaf ears. 'The average wonan|erence to her late. rising. “Unless
argued that mother and grandmother| you've got time to do her, Meliss’,” she
and great-grandinother had fed every-|added hopefully. “Could you? I've
thing to their babies, and suome of|got to curl my hair.”
them lived or there wouldn't be anyone|{- “I'm afraid not.” Melissa Wwas
here now! serubbing the potatoes for' supper.
Melissa  was among the few who|“I've got to get Danny's bottle ready
listenred.-She absorbed all he ‘old Yer yet and Mother Tompkins wants a
and wore out with much reading the|good lunch put up, and I must slick
feeding bulletin he gave her. A sty fup a little myself. -~ FPhe' water's all
copy of a mother’'s magazine fell in tn hot, though. Seems as if you could do
her hand: and rhe begged Dan to <|,n it "if you hustled.”
for it for hev. He only laughed. There| «Qp | can hustle

as well as the
were more papers coming irto the next,” Carrie sniffed.
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dipped ope corner
read—three live stock journals and a|of it in the basin of water which
poultry paper. She didn’t need a paper| fresh from grooming horses, had t
to teil her now to bring up a baby. used to wash his handa. ee t
Any woman who had cne could tell h«- swabs over Ruby Murie protesting
all she needed to know. Melissa w | face and a wipe at each hand
have signed fer it herself, hut pleted the I was
had nct the dollar. | more quickly done.

But row the Baby Special was com face and a pa

g and theie wou end of the

e doctors from the ¢ foundation for the
v latest knowledge with which Carrie
care of babies. Everyhbody spring.
there, babies from all over and |  “There, who's
should be among them. | hasn't &

Her planning was suspended by the| “Now sit still, d
arrival of Dan’s youngest brother dresses, and here
Dick, with his wife and a baby .|l.xh.‘1" Mélisea
Danny’s age. Dick was out (I\f work ury of se
and came home to visit until some-| o e
thing turned up. There was G upstairs.
new in this, it was fifth time it
had happened since Melissa had been
a Tompkins, but the older Tompkinses
were as elated as though Dick had
just returned from the trenches.

Dick’s home-coming at this time
proved a godsend to-Melissa. Ruby
Muriel, the baby, had bcen bronght uvp
in the good old way to eat whatever
and whenever she chose, or more
properly speaking, to eat whatever a
doting elder chose to give her. Hm
bottle, sometimes filled with milk,
sometimes with tea or coffee, and
again with sweetened water, was sel-
dom out of her mouth,  en when she
was asleep

But in spite

she even
gle dab at
hand with
left a fine
e powder

her off-

! her f
the dry
about led
woul
Danny going to know she
she demanded.
, while mamma
na for you.”
-herself the
Muriel
arrie

a ban
permitted

ating R
banana as (

from
dashed
the Curled, powd
cheap trinkets, Carrie des:
the dot. Ruby Muriel was t into
clean garments and, gay in a lingerie
| bonmet trimmed with clusters of pink
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front seat with Grandfather Tompkins | }
and Dan. Danny, wearing a bonnet
which Melissa had fashioned ocut of a
handkerchief, perched on the little!
camp stgol v was used when
thére were extr: 1 clung content-
edly to his mother’s thumb.

ered and ac ed with!
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Arrived at the Special, Grandfather
Tompkins pushed directly towards the
nurse with Ruby Muriel, 2s became a
man of. his importance. Grandmother
Tompkins and Carrie stuck closely to
him for e veryl anxious
to see Dic frezh

of evc. , thing, Ruby
Muriel was fat, a flabby, soft sort of
fat which passed with her grand-
parents for beauty. As they were al-
lowed to feed her whatever they liked, and by
she became at once the pet of both. from the city. The crowd
It was the second day after her let them through, but when
arrival Grandmother Tompkins' with Danny tried to foliow
remembered the Baby Special. the She worked he
\\hw was it those women were around the edge until she res
with that Special?’” she nurs where sh
d Grandfather Tompkins at break- Mg in every word.
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was saying. “War has taken the best
of our manhood, so it is up to Can-
adians to bring up healthy men
women to take wpr places. (
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from Mel
what intelligent care
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“Don’t know,” he lowered his saucer
of coffee lo (nou;:h to ss “Better
sk Mel She’s planning on walk-
¢ in with Danny,

“We've get something
ing might all
Grandmother Tompkins said

ed Ruby Muriel a genc

ared doughnut. “When's it
be here, Meliss'?"”

a, eyeing the doughnut wit

W&Ss \h)“r \\]lh her answer

\(\l week Tuesday,” she finally re-
plied. “Ain’t you afraid those greasy
things will make her sick, Carrie?”

“If they're good enough for me I
guess they won't hurt her any,” Car-
ric scoffed. *“A little gréase might
fatten Danny.”

“What is this Baby Spe

asked. “If it's just
nics, there's no semse in

Some woman that never had a
just- gets up and tells you a lot
silly stuff about feeding the baby too
much, and not to give her candy. Or
else she ought to have a quart of milk
a day and no tea or coffee.”

“This ain’t a clinic, it's a Special,”
Grandmother Tompkins explained.
Having set her heart on taking Ruby
Muriel to bask in the admiration of
the crowd, she would not give up.
“There’s room for all of us in the
auto and Dan can drive.”

So it was decided they should
Melissa at once began writing a list
of questions to ask the nurse, a list
which grew so long that even she at
ast saw the need of trimming it.

The great day arrived and Danny,
who had been tucked tb bed with the
chickens the evening before, awoke
laughing and sunmy. Fresh and rosy
from his bath, over which Melissa
spent an extra ten minutes, he took kins,
his warm mikk and then kicked about That gentleman was smilimg broad-
on an old comfort on the sunny porch|ly. If a baby like Danny could get
while Melissa hurried through her all that praise, what wouldn’t the
morning’'s work, She had been up nurse say when she inspected Ruby
nearly three hours before Carrie ap- Muriel?
though shrill protests from!| “Here is a baby
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baby long. He looks pﬂ"o' ly proportion-
of  ed. Exactly twenty-nine and one-
fourth,” she read off the measurement.
“He has been kept pretty -closely to
milk and fruit juice, hasn't he?” And
nodding approval to Melissa's reply
she held the smiling Danny high eo
that all might see his good points.
“This baby is as near perfect physi-
cally as you can hope to get them,”
she d. “His skin is clear and pink,
flesh firm, breath sweet, eyes bright
and sparkli stomach not bulging as
it would be if he were over-fed. He
has eight teeth, wh is a)mm right,
and he seems to be a goc atured,
happy little fellow. Keep en with
plenty of milk, but add to it cracl
ers,” toast, cereal, egg, and perhaps
some finely chopped spinach
as fruit juice and you'll be all right.”
She handed Danny to Melissa and took
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To Prevent Diarrhoea In Chicks. wet chick is usually a chilled chidk,
Correct methods of poultry manage-|and a chilled chick is about as good

dddress cc K zi_

ment will reduce the losses which oc-|as no chick at all.
cur each year from diarrhoea.
of the
improper
marized, the causes of diarrhoea are! with the natural absorption of the
Dan,| disease germs, molds, or mismanage- yolk-sac and may cause trouble after
ment.
causes

| portant:

Much| Overheating: Another cause of
less from diarrhoea is due to|diarrhoea is overheating in the incu-
environment. Briefly sum-| bator or brooder. That may interfere

Among some of the common' the chicks are a week old. The incu-
the following are most “im- ;Intur should be watched carefully just
| before and at hatching to sce that|
the temperature does not run up.
Musty or spoiled food: Diarrhoea|
may be caused if ché ‘1 $ are perm ritted |
ially during cold| g eat musty food, food which has
s may get too far' hecome Cornmeal which has
If 1 chicks 4 musty cder should not be used. The
dista greatest objeition to a wet ma
are that when that, if not immediately consumed, it
some of the very soon spoiis and becomes danger-
find their w to the oys.
The last duty of the Moldy litter: Chaff which is musty
2. that the should not be used in the broo
1 away for the The spores of the chaff will grow in
daytime provision' the lungs of the chick.
keep the chicks' comes a “lunger,” has a
too far away from the and will develop a whitia
netting protectors will| There will te heavy and
and prevent losses. | losses among such chicks.
A y mary poultrymen are car White diarrhoea: In
in tranzferring chicks from the' diarrhoea may be caused by
the brooder. - If the in-| gérms which are said to have
cool room there 8 origin in the ovary of the mother hen
l‘x( chicks will be; The chick when hatched is aly in
s this true if the fected with the disease and will t
the container in|mit it to the remainder of the
| If this is suspected, extreme sanitary ¢
precautions should be taken. Only
vigorous - breeding st shot I
put in the brooder, a temp-|used. The ir ator 1 be
100 deg. F. is none too!fected thoroug between ha
But one should give the cks | and t} lisinfected every time
to go if they care to cool ()ff‘ a chick dies. The incubator
temperdture should be reduced ~'1 be darkened at hatching,
r to five degrees a_week b ¢ water should be colored a
heat must always be given for! claret red by of potassium
nangana chicks should
fed sour miik as as they be,
to drink.
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The Wise Physician.

The Queen was ill. Ail the court
mourned and wept. Their beautiful
queen was sick and the wise men,
when questioned ab¢ut her, would only
shake their heads sadly. The king
was in despair. He would give his
kingdom, if only the queen could be
made well.

But pale and quiet
big bed. AH the medic
not cure her.

Ore day, while the king was sitting
in the council chamber, pondering sad-
ly over the queen's ess, one of the
hed into the room and said

jh t heard of a very fa-

), in a neighboring land,
who, it was said, knew everything and
could cure all The ki much
excited, jumped from his chair and
ordered the very fastest messenger to
go to the neighboring land and bring
this famous physician to the court.

Soon the swift messenger return
with the famous physician, who was
indeed a wise, old man, sed in
the secrets of_ the earth.

The king, alight with hope,
physician into the Queen's 1«
wise physician locked at the
beautiful queen and
with her. F to
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.All the court aitendants locked as-
tonished. An Egg—they had never
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4 much faith in
wise wl]h\ ician from the neigh-
boring land.
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Ruby Muriel had long disturbed the where so many mothers
country peace. Tired and cross, Car-| nurse began. Grandfather Tomplins i} grow only as fast
rie slammed her small daughter into|slipped his hand behind his ear’ and }iwianiiy develops w
Danny’s high chair, and querulously | leaned forward. Surely he did not -
asked for coffee for both. | hear right! His smile slowly faded.)
of as “nobody but Old Jed  back to the field “I don’t see what's the matter with, “This baby has been improperly fed
Larkin's gird,’ and sho took it as al Melisza kept to her bed the two her,” she complained. “She squalled for many months, I should say,”
matter of course that she should|Wweeks and then went about her usual half the night. Seems as if I didn’t| on the nurse. “Blotched skin,
never have things as other girls had.| work as though nothing had happened.! get a wink of sleep. I'll look like a! breath, eyes slightly glazed, tongue
When Dan Tompkins, son of the | | Mother Tompkins gave her first ord- | scarecrow to- (lay wheén all Dick’s old | coated and distended stomach all indi-|
wealthiest farmer thereabouts, ﬁrn ers tentatively but finding them obey-! girls are out.” {catu wrong feeding. What do you|
wnebsn home from church, lhe‘('d she picked up her old dictating] Melissa thought she might tell Car-| feed your baby?” she asked Carrie,
5 W it just one of Dﬂng;\\'ﬂjs To outsiders Melissa seemed | rie what was wrong with Ruby Muriel.| who, flushed and furious, was conwl .
side-split jokes and Jy | still the same_ patient drudge, but| That young lady's supper the ddy be- ering enatching Ruby Muriel away. | ing, is an Experimental Farm var-
Ppughed about it all the wcek]w‘:;gx)ti‘domer Tompkins knew when to order.' fore. had inciuded bits of salt pork, v ‘Lveryth.ng that’s good enough for| Direct from TRAPPER to MANUFAGTUREB iety, that has been selected on account
Bunday Dan appesred again with She did not need to be told that young!'a piece of hot biscuit dipped in maple' me,” Carrie snapped. of earliness-for twenty years. = Al-
Meligsa. A twice-told tale loses xta ! Danny cawe first, and that if his '\(.\l-ls\.up a nibble of cabbage, and t_h(ﬂ “Yes.” The nurse, used to hostility, J. SCHWARTZ & CO. 4 though under some conditions fruit of
flavor and this time there was only | being would be disturbed by any of | frosting off Carrie's cake. Fxper]enl:e held her ground for the sake of the this variety may lack in smoothness
& quiet smile. When the third Sun.“\er commands they would be ignored. | kad _taught Melissa, however, that it other mothers. *“I should say your MANUFACTURING FURRIERS compared with that of some other
day Dan knocked Bill Smith down for So she )\e'pt her semblance of author-| wou unwise to refer to this, so| baby ate everything. And she cries varieties, it produces a large propor-
i vizely choosing the right time' she said nothing half the night, doesn’'t she? Andj tion of its cxop in the (_-\arly part of
Dan came in as Carrie was sippi ng, vomits a great deal, and has c<n *der f the season and is exceptionally useful
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