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Revenue of Canada Shows Big Increase for Past

Ve | Year—Surplus is $231,728, Including Yukon and
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Atlin Districts—St. Juhn P. 0. Department
Statement for Year.
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ANTE .
sex, istawa, Feb. 95— (Special) —The general
g:z;‘ll:, C\‘ ression here tonight is that N. A. Bell-
ANTE t, of Ottawa, will be speaker of the
“Tf(;r L se of commons. Ernest Chambers, of
t8 MrS.  ireal is leading for the position of
g toti usher. ;
“XKTANTI he annual report of the postmaster-
expe: yal for the year ended June 30 last
:::v:"s‘h jssued today. The net revenue of the
row,pand office department from all sources,
ployment 4 ‘iing the Yukon and Atlin districts,
experience 1 _yn excess over the previous year of
3;: The |; .nd the total gross revenuc ex-
. 4 that of 1902 by $523,330.
BN W wqe was an increase in the expendi-
Unite¢ quring the year of $87,842.

» %ﬁ';ﬁg ie total revenue of 'the department
district, in 4,366,127, leaving a surplus of $395,-
Jarge and »

{!

i

periciuce, oL
omce for in
Loudon, Or.

expenditure of the Yukon and

tricts is included, there will still
‘ cplus of $231,728.
POR'FR.ALIF } exceeds all past records. There
mte':”gﬁn snly dwo years in the history of the
and better - ment when a surplus was shown.
wew style = 902 there was a small surplus of
©e., Parkda .4 last year the surplus was about

ARM TC ).

particu nen Sir William Mulock took hold of
graph, St. department in 1896 there was a deficit
781,152. This was reduced to $47,000
Pople =.

2 loss of revenue in 1899 and subse-

1 wisy it years was caused by the reduction
gons in  hc imperial letter rate from five to
wood, su _ cents, and the reduction in the do-
1 would 4y jopter rate, and from Canada to
-Tnited States.
se number of letters posted in Canada
ng the year was 235,791,000, an in-
se of 22,163,000 over the previous year.
re were 26,646,000 post cards, 5,470,000
stered letters and 8,152,000 frec letters
ed during the past year.
. Ontario there were 116,460,000, in
bee 50,820,000, in Nova Scotia 16,820,

any suc
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000, in New Brunswick 11,210,000, in Prince

bia 14,551,000, and in Manitoba and the
territories 23,690,000 letters mailed during
the year, making in all, as already stated,
235,791,0.0.

The stamp issue of the year shows a
large increase. It amounted to $5,305,452,
an increase of $643,098 over 1902. In pos-
tal notes there was an increase of $343,-
624 in the amount of money transmitted.
There was a big increase in all other
branches and the savings bank business
steadily increased.

The gross postal revenue for St. John
head office was- $65,087. The money or-
ders paid amounted to $535,581, and the
amount issued $28,848. The postal notes
paid amounted to $25,485.

To Stop Mixing Molasses

The customs department has made a
new ruling which is expected to put a
stop to the mixing of molasses with other
ingredients. In future the <rate of duty
upon that article will be determined by
what is known as double polarization, ac-
cording to the amount of cane sugar or
sucrose contained in the importation. The
minimum duty of 1 3-4 cents a gallon will
not ‘apply to any molasses ascertained to
contain less than forty degrees of sucrose
or cane sugar, after the test by indirect
polarization. Wher the test shows under
35 degrees of sucrose or cane sugar the
duty will be 3-4 cent per Ib. under the tariff
classification not otherwise provided for,
this is to say the lower percentage of cane

sugar in the molasses the higher the duty.
The department holds that the indirect
polorization test is the test for cane sugar
or sucrose within the meaning of the cus-
toms tariff.

Sam Cassidy, of Ottawa, has been ap-
pointed caterer for the house of com-
mons.

YNTOR FALLS FIVE
STORIES ; THATEEN
F INCUPMTS LR

present | ‘rovidence, R. 1., Feb. 25.—An elevator

supervisic rying thirteen men dropped five stories

N. B. the Manufacturers’ building on Sabine

@=—= ..t tonight. Frank L. Prince, a fore-

Puren of the Martin Copeland Jewelry

npany, sustained a fractured ankle, but

other passengers escaped with noth-

25 “,: more serious than bruises. All were

Joyes of the jewelry company whigh

S wpies the sixth floor, who were leaving

r work for the night. The car de-

8 Ba. ded easily until the fifth floor was

shed when some part of the apparatus

s way, permitting the elevator to drop
‘tly to the ground floor.
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Jutchers’ Strike May Be Far Reaching.
A l ouisville, Ky., Feb. 25.—The strike of
butchers employed by the Louisville
king Company over a wage difference
reached an acute stage, President M.
Donnelly, of the National Meat Cut-
TH[ 5 Union, announcing that if the de-
ands are not acceded to he will carry
it every butcher employed by the Cudahy
Jterests in all parts of the United States.
——— ‘he strikers decided today to present their
"rmands tomorrow to the Louisville com-
ny, which is controlled by the Cudahys.

Tive Children Taken from Stage.
En ] hicago, Feb. 25.—Iive small children
; o are members of Maxine Ellict’s Com-
2‘) 'b' 1y now playing *Her Own Way” at the
trade. 1n0is theatre, were taken from the stage
sght by order of the state factory in-
pctor. Mr. Yack, manager of the com-
uy, was '!u‘l‘(‘stod on warrants charging
Q0 Jlation of the state labor law, but gave
ond for his appearance in court tomor-
ow. The children joined the company in

ew York
Wi ’ :

| WOMAN DEAD AND THREE

FATALLY %JURED B
FOWDER EXFLOSION.

Bellaire, Ohio, Feb. 25.—One woman is
dead and three men fatally burned as a
result of a powder explosion souwn of this
city -today. The polish miner had a keg
of powder in the kitchen and was stoop-
ing over it to fill his can preparatory to
entering the Empire mine. A drop of
burning oil from his miners’ lamp fell in-
to the powder and a terrific explosion fol
lowed, destroying the house. The miner’s
wife was killed and the men were blown
into the 5t.l‘l?t"t. None can live. Seven
shanties occupied by miners were déstroy-
ed in the fire. '

INSURGENTS ACTIVE
N SAK DOMIKGD.

€an Domingo, Monday, Feb. 22 —Gov-
ernment forces attacked San Pedro De
Macoris last Saturday. They went in in
small boats with the intention of landing
but were received with a fusilade from
the insurgents which resulted in many
being killed or wounded. The gunboat
President then bombarded the town and
inflicted much damage. The attack and
the bombardinent were renewed on Sun-
day. The rebels fired on {he Presidente
and damaged her about the waterline.
This obliged the gunboat to leave and re-
turn here. The government gunboat In-
dependencis arrived here this morning.
The U. 8. ship Hartford arrived here
yostCl‘d?lV to relieve the cruiser Columbia
which left for St. Thomas, (D. W. 1.)
This city is quiet.

AFE-CONVICT DEAD
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WITHOUT TELLING NAME.

‘:f];é;;lan Was Convicted as ‘‘ John Doe," at Halifax, for Murder,
* But Sentence Was Commuted to Life Imprisonment, and
He Was Trai sfurred from Dorchester to Kingston.

. e
lingslon, Ont, Weh, % (Speciul)—A § Dorchisster penitentiary for life, Hig reck-
vict known as “John Doe” jw dead in | €7 diwposition rebelied against the  die-
5 ¢'pline and he was transferred (o Kings-

%
cu?iggl(;nlgslon penitentiary, where he
New Br wced about ten years ago.

gzn;_he He was a convict who gained consider-
the cor)le notorety about twenty years ago.
consoli¢. man ‘was found murdered in d low re-
to ‘bf“,)l_‘t in Halifax. yicion rested on a
?lfj‘d(;;mfor_ who was arrested, found guiliy
:Y‘r dr"'“d sendenced Lo be hansed.  He refueed
Jobm to reveal his identity. claiming he had pol-
petter atives in the old country, upon wheae
1e he did not wizh to bring disgrace.
ccording to the weual cu:tom bis name
the conviet rolls ap d 2e “John
pe,”’  Through', the in! ntion of the
vation Army, the death sentence wuas
uted and “dohn Dog” was sent to

wdd

D
o

ton penite ntiary about ten yeans ago as an
incorrigible, and placed for a time in soli-
tary ¢ ynfinciment.

Six veirs ago, with Doe and Biddle as
ringleaders, an orginized attempt wis
made to break oul of the prison of isola-
pDoe and his 4'011‘:‘1';1!»11(:)1.\' were

befor: Judge Price for thin of-
t wy cleverly did Doe plead his
was not given additional pun-
othens were for wcme

tion.
bhrough
fenee. b
cace that he
iohmvent, but the
t'ma.

Doa war in the insape ward, Thive
wecles ago he had a stroke of paralyvis.
He appeared as if he had come from a

geod family. il i e A S B

Tdward Island 2,240,000, in British Colum-
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|JAPS’ FLEET STILL
POUNDING PORT ARTHUR

Russia Still Giving Out Reports of
Repuises.

London, Feb., 26.—No further news of
an attack at’ Port Arthur after .the en-
gagement in which the Japanese attempted
to sink vessels in such a manner as to
block the harbor entrance has reached
London. Almost all the English news-
papers, in discussing Viceroy Alexieff’s
reports, incline to the belief that Admiral
Togo succeeded insofar as to make the
channel impassable for large battleships,
even if it is still free to smaller craft, and
presume that the reponted second attack,
if it did occur, was devoted to an attempt
to sink further obstacles to navigation.

The Morning Post today devotes a long
editorial article to an historical record of
the rapid growth of American activity in
Far Eastern affairs, comparing the present
attitude of the United States with her
passive interest in the Chino-Japanese
war. The paper remarks on the notable
pro-Japanese fceling in the United States
after such a long traditional friendship
with Russia and contends that American
friendship for the empire was always arti-
ficial. Admiral Dewey's guns, the paper
continues, literally shattered’ the supersti-
tion that Russia was the appointed friend
and Great Britain the appointed enemy, of
the United States.

“We believe,” the Morning Post con-
cludes, “that the appearance of America
as a working elemenit in international af-
fairs and her unmistakable hostility to
Russia, is destined to become epoch mark-
ing if not epoch making.”

Russiang Report Another Repulse to Japs.

Paris, Feb. 26.—In 'a despatch from St.
Petersburg, a correspondent of the Echo
De Paris, says that last Japanese attack
at Port Arthur was repulsed brilliantly.
He refers to vhe reported second attack
and says the Japanese were again obliged
to quit the roadstead. It is presumed
that the entire squadron joined in the sec-
ond attack, hoping to avenge the repulse
of the preceding day. The Japanese are
supposed to have incurred further losses
during this long fight. Admiral Stark has
telegraphed that he expects a third at-
tack.

Continuing, the correspondent says that
General Kuropatkin has stamted for his
home (o take leave of this mother before

eral as having said:—

“This war may last eighteen months,
but every arrangement has been made
that no Japanese, after ‘having landed,
shall return to. his country.”

Japaness Cruisers at Srarghai.

London, Feb. 25.—In a cablegram from
Shanghai a correspondent of the Daily
Mail reports the arrival there of the Jap-
anese cruisers ldsumo, Suma and Akitsu-
shima.

The Tien Tsin correspondent of the
Standard sends a report from a mnative
source that the Russians have burned a
large village near the Sungari river amnd
massacred the inhabitants, including the
women, in revenge for an attempt to
wreck the Sungari bridge.

Russians Murder Japanese Refugees.

Pekin, I'eb. 26.—Private advices received
here from Newchwang confirm the reports
of the ill'treatment of Japanese refugees
at the hands of the Russians while they
were journeying through Manchuria, and
declare, moreover, that some of the
refugees were without doubt cruelly mur-
dered. . ;

The Russian soldiery at Newchwang 13
so undisciplined that the place is unfit for
Kuropean women.

Big Russian Force for Korea.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 25.—According to
information received * by well informed
military men, the Russian army which is
intended to operate in Korea will consist
of an advance vanguard of two regiments
of Siberian sharpshooters, a vanguard of
sixteen regiments of infantry, with ninety-
six quick firing guns, three batteries of
mountain guns and a corresponding fmeC
of cavalry. The main body will consist
of forty regiments, including Cossack cav-
alry, with 300 guns. _

It is added that no important -military
operations will be possible before the melt-
ing of the ice and that the present oper-
ations will be confined to necessary prep-
arations.

Russian Ambassador to Britain Has Audi-
ence With the Czar,

&t.Petersburg, TFeb. 25 —Count Bencken-
dorff, Russian ambassador to Great Britain,
who returned here a few days ago from
London, had an audience of the czar to-
day whicl lasted for one hour.

Sacred Image to Scare the Japs.

Moscow, Ieb. 95—The most sacred
image in Russia has been sent to St.
Petersburg and it will be taken later to
the Iar East with the army.

This image is & representation of the
Virgin appearing to. St. Sergius and s
always kept at the Troitzko monastery.
1t is about one foot square and is covered
with precious stones. The image has a re-
markable history. It accompanied Alevis,
Peter The Great and Alexander I. on all
their campaigns.

A slver tablet attached to it enumerates

bt =,

going to tie East and he quotes the gen-

4

Other Accounts Assert That Admiral Togo Has Succeeded in
Blecking the Entrance to the Harbor, and is Bent on Cap-
turing the Place--Russians Are Leaving Vladivos-
tock, and Seem Panic-stricken--Russians
Taking Sacred Image to the Front,

the battles at which the Ikon was pres-
ent. .

PAlug Hands Out Anoth.r.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 25.—6 p. m.—Ru-
mors are in circulation here this after-
noon that a bombardment of Port Arthur
is now ‘going on.

6.30 p. m.—Major General Pflug (the
chief of staff of Viceroy Alexieff) tele-
graphs as follows under today’s date: The
enemy again attacked Port Arthur from
one to three a. m. and was everywhere
repulsed. Details follow.

Falsity of Russian Y.rn Cor.firmed

London, Feb. 25.—The British foreign
office hus received an official despatch
saying that not one of the Japanese tor-
pedo boats was injured in the attack on
Port Arthur of Wednesday, Feb. 2.

Cossacks Guarding Manchuria Road.
Pekin, Feb. 25.—The director general of

‘Chinese railroads reports that one hun-

dred Russian infantrymen, an officer, a
gun and a large 'supply of ammunition
are at Yao-Yang-Ho and that 200 Russian
cavalrymen and two guns have arrived at
Lui Li Chang. These towns are both on
the west side of the Liao.river. The di-
rector general reports alsp thii the Man-
churian railroad is ‘guatded by detach-
ments of Cossacks of thirty men each who
occupy high watch towers at intervals of
a mile. "

Russian Baltic Fleet Will Sail in June

St. Petersburg, Feb. 25.—It is said now
that the Russian Baltic squadron com-
prising eight battleships, two armored
cruisers, three protected cruisers,two large
transports and thirty torpedo boats will
leave for the Far East at the end of June.
It is added that it will be commanded by
Rear Admiral Rojestvensky.

Japs Got Russians Panic stricken.

Yin Kow, Feb. 25—Native reporte that
the Japancse have landed at Possiet Bay
and subsequently undertook operations
against Hunchun and towards Kirin, have
received qualified confirmation from Eng-
lish missionary refugees who have arrived
at Newchwang.

These people say the Russo-Chinese
bank has removed from Kirin to Kwarg
Cheng Si, where commercial interests are
secking safety and defense.

This reported advance has produced con-
sternation among the Europeann civilians
residing in the line of march.

1t is reported also that the Russian gov-
ernment bureau at Vladivistock has with-
drawn to Kharavivek.

Japs Renew Attack on Port Arthur.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 25—Following the
despatch of Major General Pflug, saying
the Japanese had again attacked Port Ar-
thur Thursday moruing, and had been re-
pulsed. Vieeroy Alexieff has sent in an
identical report to the Czar. The fact that
the Japanese have renewed the attack is
interpreted here to mean that they are
dstermined to bottle up or destroy the
Ruasian fleet at Port ‘Arthur in order to
give themselves freedom for land manoeu-
vies to cut off or invest the city, or as a
feint to cover a movement elsewhere.
Tokio Satisfied With German Attitude.

Tokio, Feb. 25—The viewk expreswed by
Emperor William of Germany before and
after the beginning of the war which are
characterized here as broad and disinter-
ested, have created a favorable impression
and are tending to remove the prejudice
which at one time existed against him.

Tokio, Feb. 25—The secretary of the
Norwegian ‘consulate at Kobe has gone to
Sasebo, to see the captain of the captured
ship Hollss. This action is not understood
and it haie-given rise to speculation.

Japs Refund $115,000 to American Concern

Tokio, Feb. 25=The Japanese govern-
ment today parsed the famous white whis=
key claim by handing United States Min-
ister Griscom the draft for $155,000 in
favor of the American Trading Company.
The claim arose from a custom house de-
esion rendered ‘in 1900, holding an impor-
tation of 8,000 barrels of whiskey to be al-
cohol and increasing the duty from 40 to
250 per cent.

A detachment of 300 Russians with two
guns is outside Shin Ming Tung.

Tien Tein, Feb. 25—The Russians have
placed an armed sentry at the Yin Kow
railroad station.

Russia Trying to Intimidate China.

T'okio, Feb. Z5.—The question of the
stay of the Russian gunboat Mandjur at
Shanghai remains unsettled. Paul Lessar,
Russian minister to China, is said to be
tiving to intimidate the Chinese govern-
ment in {he matter, declaring emphati-
cally that Japan lias little chance of vic-
tory against a Russian army of 500,000
men. The court at Pekin is oscillating on
the question. Russia is also pressing China
to declare the meutrality of that portion
of the empire Russia already occupies.
Big Shipment ¢f Jacanese Gold

San Francisco, Feb. 25.—The steamer
Dorie, which arrived ftoday from the
Orient, brought in her specie tank Jap-
anese gold yen amounting to $1,025,000 in
(Coutinued on page 7, fourth column.)
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MONTREAL_PRIEST
SHOCKED O DEATH
B ELECTRIC WA

Father Bouchard of St. Mary's
College the Victim.

Unfortunate Man, Who Was an Expert Elec-
trician, Was Fixing Some lrregularity,
When Lantern He Cairied Camein Contact
With Arother Wire, Forming a Circuits

Montreal,© Feb. 25—(Special)—Father
Bouchard, a Jesuit priest and expert elec-
trician, met a shocking death at St; Mary’s
College here this afternoom.

The precise details of the accident can-
not be learned, but it would appear that
the priest in his capacity of electrician
took a lantern and went beneath a stage
in the library to fix some irregularity in
the wiring.

No person about the college seemed 1o

know that he was there. ~Therefore his
fate was not made known until some mem-
bers of the five brigade, who had been
summoned to extinguish a fire, found the
body. Smoke had been geen._issuing from
the stage and, believing that the college
was on fire, an alarm was gent in.
The firemen discovered the body of the
unfortunate priest in a prostrate position
and perfectly rig'd, with one hand ciutch-
ing a wire and the other holding the lan-
tern. The smoke caused by the contact
filled the epace.

One of the firemen reached forward to
releas> the body and was knocked com-
pletely off his feet by the force of the
current. He was mot seriously injured.

It appeans that the priest’s lantern w»s
against a wecond wire, being a conductor
of electricity, formed the circuit. When
finally relcaséd the body was quite life-
less.

U . PAYMASTER
UNDER ABREST,

Washington, Feb. 25.—The navy depart-
ment has been informed by Rear Admiral
Evans, commander-in-chief of the Asiatic
station, that Paymaster Brisco of the
battleship Oregon cannot be detached at
present as requested by the department
and that he has been placed under arrest
pending his appearance before a court mar-
tial on a charge of neglect of duty. Little
is known of the case at the department,
but the paymaster general of the navy has
found upon examination of the records
here fthat Paymaster Bufisco’s jlccounts
with the department and the treasury are
absolutely straight. The charges were pre-
ferred by Captain Burwell, commanding
the Oregon. It will be recalled that Pay-
master Brisco protested to the secretary
of the navy last year against the arraign-
ment in severe language by Admiral Evans
of a court of which Mr. Brisco was a
member for what the admiral regarded as
an inadequate sentence.

YANKEE TRICK T0
GRAB CUBAN ISLAKD,

Havana, Feb. 25—The lapsing of the Isle
of Pines treaty on account of its mot be-
ing ratified within the time limit is re-
garded here to be mainly due to the fact
that the state department at Washington:
did mot call attention to the matter. It
would a'so appear, however, hat the Cuban
state department failed to remember this
time limit. The treaty was signed in Ha-
vana July, 2, 1903, and was ratified by the
Cubar Senate on July 16, since when it
has been pending in the United States
Senate. The last condition of the treaty
was to the effect that the ratifications be
exchanged in Washington within seven
monthe of the date of signing. ’

Pensons intere-ted in securing American
sovereignty for the Isle of Pines are jubi-
lant over this development, considering 1t
to be a set-back which gives additional
promiee to the final defeat of the proposi-
tion that the island remain under Cuban
sovereignty.

BRITISH OFFICIAL
DERIES STORIES OF
FAVORING JAPAN,

London, Feh. 25—Replying to Earl
Spencer, the leader of the Liberal party
in the house of lords, this afternoon, the
first lord of the admiralty, Lord Selborne,
categorically denied the numerous stories
recently printed of British partiality to
Japan as against Russia.

Man Killed by Trolley Car.

Gloucester, Mass., Feb. 25.—While at-
tempting to cross Main street tonight,
Peter Peterson, an aged fisherman, was
struck by an electric car and fatally in-
jured. He was removed to a nearby house
and died within an hour. Peterson was
a veteran of the civil war and left no

ARRESTED;

PROMINENT BOSTON MAN

CHARGED

WITH STEALING $104,000.

Taken Into Custody

WallacezH. Ham, Manager of American Surety Company
and Treasurer of Prominent Church and Hospital,

Yesterday—Shortage

is Sald to Be Nearly $200,000-

Boston, Feb. 95.—Wallace H. Ham, man~
ager of the Boston branch of the Amer-
ican Surety Co. of New York; treasurer
of St. Luke’s Home for Convalescents,

Roxbury, and until recently treasurer of
St. Paul's Episcopal in this city, was ar-
rested today charged with larceny “c).
$104,000 from the American Surety Co.
He was arranged in the municipal court
pefore Judge Ely lats chis afternoon and
held in $50,000 for a hearing March 3. In
connection with the hearing, George N.
Berry, counsel for the Surety Company,
stated that although the warrant alleged
the appropriation of $104,000 he was ready
to prove by witnesses that as much as
$175,000 had been'taken by Ham as manager
of the Surety Co. Mr. Berry said that
Ham also was responsible for a loss of
from $40,000 to $50,000 in the funds of St.
Luke’s home.

After Ham’s arrest the American Sure-
ty Company issued a statement in which
they claimed that the accounts for St.
Paul’s Episcopal church were involved in
the general deficit and named $190,000 as
the aggregate of Ham’s shortage.

Ham is 48 years of age. He has a wife
and one adopted ehild, and his home is
at 133 Winchester street, Brookline. He
has a summer residence at Needham. His
explanation of the alleged shortage is that
the entire matter is merely an error in
bookkeeping which he can explain satis-

factorily later. Two days ago he resigned
as treasurer of St. Paul’s church, giving
as his reason that financial difficulties had
avisen. As treasurer both of the home
and church he handled large sums of
money.

Shortage Alleged in Church Accounts

The arrest of the defendant was the
result of a complaint sworn out by the
American Surety Co. The warrant was
jssued today and an inspector went to
take Ham into custody. The latter, how-
ever, had learned of the issuance of the
warrant and was not to be found at the
Surety Company’s office at 89 State street,
when the inspector arrived. It appeared
however, that he had left to consult an
attorney. Later he informed the police
that he was ready to be taken into custody
and he was removed to. police headquart-
ers. Shortly afterward the Surety Com-

shortage of Ham as manager of the com-
pany and as tereasurer of the home and
church would aggregate $190,000.

The exact condition of affairs by which
the company was able to allege a short-
age in the funds of the home and the
church, as well as their own, did not
pear, nor was it explained later whem
Ham was arraigned. It was understood,
however, that the company felt empower-
ed to make the accusation in consequence
of an examination made of Ham’s books.

JOMIKION GROCERS' 6ULD
N ANRUAL SESSION,

C. H. Peters Elected Vice-president
for New Brunswick —Next Meet-
ing in Toronto.

Montreal, Feb. 25—(Special)—The Do-
minion Wholesale Grocers’ Guild, yester-
day elected the following officers for the
ensuing year:

President—H. Laporte, mayor of Mont-
real; vice-presiden‘s, Hon. Richard Tur-
ner, Ontario; Col. J. I. Davideon, New
Brunswick; C. H. Petens, Nova Scotia; H.
G. Bauld, Prince Edward Island; W. P.
Aitken, Manitoba; K. Mackenzie, Brit-
jsh Columbia; J. H. Todd: secretary, ..
Stanley Cook, Montreal. i

Three invitationa were received for next
vear’s meeting, one from St. John, -one
from Winnipeg, and ome from Toronto.
The latter place beinz the most central it
was decided to meet there. There is a
probability, however, that there will be
a meeting held in Winnipeg in August.

FIVE MONTANA
~ MIRERS KILLED BY
EARTH  CAVE-N,

Butte, Mont., Feb. 25.—Five miners were
killed by a cave-in of earth and rock in
the Minnie Healy mine this afternoon.
The accident occurred on the sixth floor
of the 1,000 foot level. Early in the day
Toreman Joseph Kane was informed that
the ground in that place was very soft
and in danger of falling. He withdrew all
the miners who were working there. This
afternoon Shift Boss Haggerty took four
men into thée place to bulkhead and other-
wise strengthen the weak spots. Just how
the fall came will never be known as not
one of the five escaped. Two of the
bodies have been recovered.

»|

WIRTIME SULPHTE
FBRE COMPANY SOLD

SRy
Bank of Montreal Now Owns the
PrOpérfy-

The Price Paid Was $120,000-~It is
fhought That an American Company
Will Soon Take Possession and Start the
Plant to Wcrk,

Chatham, N. B., Feb. 25.—(Special)—
The Maritime Sulphite Fibre- Company’s
extensive properties in Chatham were sold
by auction today to the Bank of Montreal
for the sum of $120,000. There were three
bids—$100,000, $110,000 and $120,000.

The bank holding bonds amounting to
$450,000 in addition to prior mortgages and
liens in its favor for $50,000.

The refrece in equity accepted the
bank’s bid, thereby confirming its title
to all the property, including the lumber
rights in 262 square miles of timber limits.

Experts who have recently examined the
mill réport the machinery in excellent con-
dition and the timber limits ample to
supoly the output of the mill.

Negotiations for the sale of the property
to American capitalists are in progress.
It is expected that mow that the bank
has a complete fitle an actual sale will be
made and the mill resume operations ab
an early date. j

Well Known Horseman Suicides.

Buffalo, Feb. 25—Charles Fuchs, a well-
known St. Louis horseman, committed sui-
cide by rhooting early today in a room at
the New Gruener Hotel. Fuche shot him-
self through his head, the bullet entering
his right temple and coming out about four
inches above his left ear. The report of
the shot was not heard by eny one in the
hotel, and Fuchs’ body was not found
until this afternoon.

Fuchs came to this city about two weeks

ago. No cause is known for the deed.

CANADIAN PREFERENCE
SUITS BRITAIN NOW.

Many Who Doubted lts Value to the Mother Country
Have Changed Their Opinions-~Exports Have
More Than Doubled Since 1897.

Montreal, Feb. 25— (Special)—The Star’s
cable says: “Knglish public opinion is
being given reason’s to entirely change its
opinion of the value of the Canadian pre-
ferential tariff. The somewhat lukewarm
references of the British ministers, even
including Mr. Chamberlain at the colonial
conference, are now giving p.ace to warm
and decisive appreciation.

“An official return published today
proves conclusively its enormous advantage
to British exports to Canada. Since the
preference was adopted these have Tisen
from £5.060.000 in 1897 to more than £11,-

J 000.000 last year.

“The increase in beef is most marked
each year. Moreover, it is announced that
the tariff commission ‘has received evi-
dence direct from the British manufactur-
ens that the Canadian preference is wide-
ly and inecreasingly beneficial, while it also
gots an example which New Zealand and

lSouth Africa have since followed. | _

“The first lord of the admiralty’s annual
statement says that the Newfoundiand
branch of the Royal Naval reserve is mak-
ing eteady progress. Now the parliaments
of the Commonwealth and New Zealand
have adopted a naval agreement and it is
hoped strong branches will shortly be es-
tablished in Australia and New Zealand.
1t is hoped also shortly to, cstablish a
branch in Malta.

. ‘“The papers today welcome this grow-
ing spirit of solidarity throughout the em-
pire.« The Pall Mall Gazette, which has
hitherto been a somewhat pessimistic
naval critic says tonight: ‘With a grow-
ing royal fleet reserve, a royal naval re-
serve, and a royal naval volunteer reserve,
the manming of the navy will be placed
on something like a safe basis; that is to
say there will be in a year or two a suf-
ficiency of men, regulars and reserve to
man every ship that could be put inta
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lcommission.”’ Lo

pany issued a statement that the net -
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