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USIRIANS RETREATING!
IKE FIRST PHASE OF AUSTRIAN 

OFFENSIVE ENDS IN FAILURE
Entente Allies Are In 

Much Better Position 
Than Seven.Days Ago

Special Cable to New York Tribune and St. John Standard 
(By Hilaire Belloc).

Lomfcn, June 23—The situation at the beginning 
e wee* finds the Allies in a much better position

Internal Situation Both Among Civilians and in the 
Army Bids Fair To Resolve Itself Into An Up
rising Against the Imperial Government—Ger
mans Are Sullen.

Reported Attempt To Assassinate Emperor Karl 
of Austria—Entire Austrian Cabinet Tenders 
Its Resignation To Monarch Who Takes Tune 
To Consider.

From the Montello Plateau To the Adriatic Sea
the Enemy Is In Retreat and Piave River Is Lit-

^ orally Clogged With His Dead—Italians Pursue

Austrians, Inflicting Further Heavy Losses.

Estimated That Austrian Losses In Present Cam
paign Were 180,000 Men—Attacks of Italians 
and Allies and Swollen Condition of River De
moralizes Great Army of Emperor Karl.

of the
than they were seven days ago. On the west front the 
French hale thrown back the German attempt to envel
ope Rheiras, thereby stiffening the resistance power of 
the whole allied line.

In Italy the Allies have achieved their greatest suc
cess. What looked to be a repetition of last year’s of
fensive against Italy has been turned into a serious de
feat for Austria. The Austrians planned carefully and 
desperately to strike one terrible blow against Italy and 
crush her at the outset, thereby eliminating her from 
the war, which would then be decided on the west front, 
where the combined strength "of the Central Empires 
could be hurled against the Allies to bring a speedy de
cision. The first two days the weight of the Austrian 
push forced the Italians to retreat across the Piave, al
though the line held in the Alpe^ regions, the most im
portant strategically. Then brilliant counter attacks 
held the Austrians all alowg the front, and in several 
places forced them back. None of the enemy’s object
ives have been'attained, and the long heralded offensive 
gives every sign of being dead.

There has been retirement on the Montello region 
by the enemy lately. The other holding of importance 

the position which the enemy enjoyed on the ex
left of the line, the region above Venice.

The Former Successfully Raid 
Teuton Lines Near Mor- 
* lancourt.

An Atlantic Port, June 23—Germany, war weary and 
ill-fed, is in a state of unrest so acute that talk of revolt 
against the imperial government is common among both mil
itary and ther civil populations, according to American who 
arrived here tonight on a Norwegian liner, after long resi
dence in Germany or adjacent neutral countries.

Officers and men, the voyagers said, had told them qf a 
sullenness which is widespread in the German army, predict
ing that it would reach the point where the troops would re
fuse to fight.

“You see that I wear the coat of the Kaiser; I only 
wish that you could know the feeling that lies beneath it, 
for we are not going to stand this forever” a German major 
told Miss Olga Wursberg, of Grand Rapids, according to 
her story on coming ashore.

The conversation, she declared, took place in a hospital 
at Godesberg, Germany, where the officer talked freely to

American. Under the

The first phase of the Austrian offensive .has ended in 
failure—in defeat. The culmination of what was intended 
to be a crushing of Italy between the jaws of the Austrian 
pincers is the rout of the invaders themselves. With their 
backs to the swollen Piave river the Austrians for several 

‘days past had been trying to ward off the vicious counter at
tacks of the Italians and save the situation. Now they are 
endeavoring, and still under great pressure, to ford the 
stream and reach safety on its eastern bank.

From the Montello Plateau to the Adriatic Sea the ene
my is in retreat. The river is literally clogged with dead. 
Already his losses are estimated at 180,000 men and the 
chances of his escape without additionally heavy casualties 
and men made prisoner seem remote.

Large numbers of the pontoon bridges the Austrians 
threw across the Piave have been swept away by the now 
torrential stream, and on all the sectors of the thirty-three 
mile front where they gained edges of the Venetian Plain 
they are being sorely harassed by the fire of the Italian guns 
and rifles and Joy the machine gun fire and bombs of the al
lied aviators who have done such notable execution since 
the Austrian offensive.

Mighty Blow

ENEMY ATTACK NEAR 
MERR1S REPULSED

The French Thrust Out Ger
mans Who Invaded Some
Tranches.

London, June 23.—British troops 
last night successfully raided the Ger
man lines near Morlancourt and 
Bucquoy and captured a number of 
•prisoners says the British war office 
announcement today. A strong Ger
man attack west ot Merrts wae re 
pulsed.

The text of the statement reads:
"Yesterday evening a strong local 

attack delivered, after a heavy bom- 
-bardment upon our positions west of 
Merits was completely repulsed.

“A number of prisoners were calp- 
tured by us during the night in suc
cessful raids In the neighborhood of 
Morlancourt and at Bucquoy.

“Hostile artillery was active last 
night in the neighborhood of Aveluy 
Wood."

London, June 28.—The report from 
Field Marshal Haig's headquarters in 

tonight

was
treme

PROTESTANTS OF 
GUELPH ACTIVE her, not suspecting that she was an

conditions, she declared a private soldier said to her:same
Attempt on Charles.

London, June 22.—Reports are cur
rent on t he Amsterdam Exchange toj 
day that an attempt has been made 
on the life of Emperor Charles of 
Austria, says a Central News despatch 
from Amsterdam. The reports are 
uncomfirmed.

Poor Morale.
“Some day we are going to put 

down our arms. Why should we tight? 
Our officers now, instead of leading 
us, go behind us with their guns at 
our backs." ,

Miss Wursberg, daughter of Fred
erick Wursberg, a wealthy Grand 
Rapids merchant, born in Germany 
and a naturalized American citizen, 
declared that the morale throughout 
Germany is poor, and the people near 
revolt. With her family, who arrived 
with her, she has lived six years in 
Germany. She asserted that soldiers 
in the hospitals convalesce very slow
ly, so poor is the food given them.

Clergy Inclined To Get After the Law Makers As 
Result of Jesuit College Students’ Case—Meet
ing in Toronto Today—Anglican Clergy Keep 
Out of Quarrel.

it is their intention to launch a big of- France, issued 
tensive. "There is nothing of special inter-

The French and British carried out est to report from the British front." 
rations and re-

follows :

Monster preparations have been 
made by the Austrians for what was 
to be the death blow of King Victor 

Thousands upon 
of them

Austrian Cabinet Quits.
Paris, June 23.—(Havas Agency.) 

—After a meeting with Emperor 
Charles of Austria on Friday, saytf'a 
despatch
Premier Seydler presented the resig
nation of the entire cabinet.

The Emperor said he would decide 
on (Sunday whether to accept the 
resignation.

successfully minor 
pulsed all the enemy 

Near Bligny In the Marne region 
the Germans succeeded In gaining a 
footing in a trench but an Italian con
tingent immediately ejected them.

9pe
iy s French Statement.

Paris, June 23.—German forces last 
night attacked the entente allied po
sitions at Bligny, also eight miles 
southwest of Rheims, and succeeded 
temporarily in gaining a footing in 
the allied trenches. A vigorous coun
ter-attack instituted by Italian troops, 
however, quickly ejected the enemy, 
and reestablished the line In its en
tirety.

French troops last night executed 
a number of raids between Montdidier 
and the Oise, returning with a num
ber of prisoners.

"Between the Marne and Rheims 
the Germans attacked Mount Bligny, 
where they succeeded in obtaining 
a footing for a moment. Italian troops 
by a vigorous counter-attack ejected 
the enemy and seized a number of 
•prisoners. Our line was completely 
re-established.

"The night was calm on the rest of 
the front."

The war office announcement to
night says:—"The day was calm 
along the whole front.

"Eastern theatre, June 22.—Violent 
storms have prevented activity along 
the Serbian front. In the region of 
Slna Prente, in the upper Devol Val
ley, we repulsed enemy detachments 
who left some prisoners In our 
hands."

manoverea.

Emmanuel's men. from Zurich. Switzerland,
thousands of men, many 
brought from the Russian and Ruman 

and stores in
charged with harboring twenty-two 
should also be held responsible."

"We, as pastors, refuse to be regard
ed as a class who have no right to 
interfere in such matters, or as beilig 
Incompetent or incapable of being 
leaders in the committees or in the 
charges in which we have been called 
for such purpose,” the statement con
tinued.

Rev. Father Doyle, at the church of 
Our Lady, made no direct reference to 
the raid. However, he said that the 
church was built upon a rock, and, 
while there had always been Scribes 
and Pharisees, the church would come 
out stronger as the result of attacks.

Guelph, Ont., June 23.—No longer is 
the Guelph Ministerial Association con. 
lining itself to the charges preferred 
«gainst the Jesuit Novitiate of St. Stan 
islaus in which it was alleged that in
stitution was sheltering defaulters un
der the Military Service Act. Members 
of the association intimated from the 
pulpits today that the real quarrel is 
with the law-makdTs of the land.

Hon C. J. Doherty's statement is re
ferred to by somê as only an evasion. 
Tomorrow's meeting to.to be held in 
Toronto at which it is underst<*>d one 
or more members of parliament will be 
present, to consider what further, ac. 
tion shall be instituted.

Anglicane Silent

Ian fronts and guns 
tremendous quantities had been par
celled among the various commanders 
tor the drive over a battle area of 
virtually one hundred miles, running 
from the Aslago Plateau to the Piave 
River and then following that stream

W.C.T.U. REPLIES 
TO CRITICISMS

Declares Mrs. Wright’s Ad
dress Supported Men At 
Front and Did Not Cast As
persions on Soldiers.

to the sea.
v • Undoubtedly the Austrian high com-
jfc mand had built largely for success on 

the belief that the Italian morale had 
been shattered when last year their 
great pinchers had closed in upon the 
Italian front and forced back the line 
in a great semi-circle from the Julian 
Alps to the Piave and from the Mount, 
ains in the north almost to tthe plains 
of Venetia.

timbers. Fire engendered by the gas * 
lighting system of the circus train, 
tbroke out almost immediately and 
when rescuers reached the scene the 
entire wreckage was .in flames.

Attempts of the Gary fire depart
ment to curb the flames and make pos
sible quick access to the imprisoned 
victims, were unsuccessful because Of 
lack of water1 supply in that outlying 
district. Survivors struggled about the 
wreck screaming for relatives or 
friends and only force prevented two 
or three men from rushing Into the 
blazing mass.

Theatrical men from all over Am
erica have offered assistance to the in
jured and to the relatives of the dead.

None of the 825,000 in cash reported 
by circus officers as being lost in the 
wreckage was recovered.

Chicago, June 23—Sixty-two persons 
killed and one hundred and 29were

injured yesterday when a Hagenbach- 
Wallace circus train wae run into be
tween Michigan City and Hammond, 
Ind., on the Michigan Central railroad.

Four coaches in which members of 
the circus were sleeping were demol
ished by a rear end collision. The 
show was travelling in two sections 
going from Michigan City to Hammond 
At East Ivanhoe a hot box caused the 
second section to stop. A train of^m- 
pty pullmans coming to Chicago crash
ed into it, the locomotive ploughing 
itB way through the way car and four 

The Injured were

Ottawa, June 23.—The executive of
__| Dominion Women's Christian
Temperance Union have issued a 
statement in reference to the criti
cisms made by Colonel Pldgeon, ipresl- 
dnt of the Ottawa branch of the Great 
War Veterans’ Association.

The statement says:
Sueh a belief, however, was entirely "the executive of the Dominion 

erroneous.. From tbe ou.l.ugbt Unto. Mj;
the enemy met a rejuvenated army pigeon's statement is evidently in- 
which (ought with the greatest gallant, tended to convey to the public. Un-
ry never ceding an inch of ground nn- ««rtunatcly.^h. CAPT. OXLEY HONORED
leas it was dearly paid lor. Aiding m t() give no correct Idea of what nv Lgic u a ICC-TV
the Italians In the mountains were Brit ,he really eaia, and some of the ac- “ * mrtJCO I I
ish and French armies, who also (ought cusatlons are entirely without founda- 
nohly and everywhere defeated the on- “^...^^“^“ed * Ty "the
““urge number, o« toe enemyhave
Men reported recently as ”°™*”g P together with a perueua! ot Its plans 
behind the northern lines In the mount- f(* the wlu al leeet give It n
eln region, und It Is not Improbable . t to olllm a place second to none, 
that ehortly the eecond phase ol the not only aj a patr|otlc organisation, 
battle will begin. Complete conUdence bot M ona actually supporting our 
Is felt In the Italian and other com- men at the front"
mauds, however, that the enemy will-----------— "
meet foemen of superior quality and BRITISH STATEMENT,
that his effort, will go for naught. London. June 23.—Field Marshal

On the battle fronts In France and Ha|gi telegraphing his olhclal state- 
Flanders the Germans are holding ment from the tfattle headquarters In 
their men to the trenches, except for France to the war office tonight says: 
small attacha here and there. There "There Is nothing of special Interest 

Indication that for the present to report."

References were made to the affair 
at several of the Protestant churches 
today. The Anglican clergy refrained 
from taking any part. Rev. W. D.
Spence, president of the Guelph Min
isterial Association, wae the most out
spoken in his remarks. The clergy 
were careful to explain that the asso
ciation of Itself made no charges, but 
merely voiced those preferred by the 
military authorities. Mr. Spence de
clared that there had been veiled 
threats that acme of the Protectant 
ministers of the city might And them
selves In Jail. ■

Emphasized that what was wanted 
was Justice to both sides.

A statement was drawn up by a com.
master Get. Military Cross. ^1^°/wttchlorm.d^r mIi” «ôr

all references today.
Briefly, It is pointed out:
"That our attitude le not one of re- 

ore, the name of Captain E. D. V.Iu,|0u, intolerance; the Issues involv- 
Oxley, of the First North Stafford-1 ed arr issues ot universal Interest and, 
shire regiment, Imperial Army, ap- co„a6auently, of universal obligation; 
peered as the recipient of the Military . „ioclatlon has not Initiated this
Cross. The officer who le a present ™ nor has n been Inspired by
assistent to Brigade Major of the . ,1U, aHsoclation makes no
72nd Infantry brigade, la a son of investigation ofColonel Oxley, postmaster of Halifax, chargea, but seelm^ Investigation of
Captain Oxley wax severely wounded charges made by fithorities the M. a.
■nation in March, 1215, and 1= May, A-^bold.^ “Xuer ^Tstlt^n behind the lines."

the

EXPECT ANOTHER 
DRIVE IN FRANCEErroneous Idea

Indications Point To Import
ant Enemy Attack Between 
Soissons and Rheims.

sleeping coaches, 
taken,to hospitals at Hammond and

. Paris, June 23.—The Matin s cor- Gary, 
respondent at the front, after referr
ing to the renewal of the enemy aer
ial activity since the cessation of op
erations between Boissons and Rheims

Ed. Ballard, owner of the circus, es- 
dead at 85 and the in-Gallant Son of Halifax Post

il mated the . . ,
jured at seventy-five. A number ot 
valuable horses are believed to have 
perished also.

According to report^, the circus 
train which carried four sleepers,

, five stoak cars, 16 flat cars and a ca- 
that the German push will be direct- ^ge, pulled part way into a switch 
ed. All precautions have been taken I and stalled there on account of a hot 
to counter the German plans. Noth ’ box. The flagman^ went^back^on^tiu)
lng ia more reassuring than the mea- The circus train was dollars or three months, and"one of

of defence which have been ln tMg potion when the equipment the men twenty or two Souths. The 
train plowed Into the sleepers, reduc- case ot the other persons is to be 
lng them to a pile of twisted steel and tried Monday.

RAID IN MONCTON

Halifax, tune 28.—In a supplemen
tary list of the King’s birthday hon-

Spedal to The Standard.
Moncton. June, 23.—Two men and 

two women were scooped in by the 
police Saturday morning In a raid on 
a house.
house was convicted and fined thirty

says: .
"It is certainly against this point

The proprietress of tlie

carried out on the front, ae well ai

le no
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SIXTY PEOPLE OF 
A CIRCUS KILLED
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