Turks’ Resistance In

M&o tamia

Breaks Down

Before British Troops|

British Drive Enemy Before Them as They Advance on Bag-
dad—Have Taken 1300 Prisoners and Are Within Sight

of the City.

Bulletin—London, Nov. 26, 8.04 p. m.
«—Turkish troops, resisting the British
edvance in Mesopotamia, are falling
back, according to an official announce-

ment tonight, reporting a Turkish re-
tirement on Dialah, ten miles from
Bagdad

“A telegram from General Sir John
Eccles Nixon, commander of the Bri-
sh forces in Mesopotamia, under
.*.u of the 26th, reports that General
Townshend'’s troops were in possession
of the battlefield, while the Turks were
reported to be retiring on Dialah, ten
miles above Ctesiphon, and the same
distance from Bagdad, Gen. Town-
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- Did Not Know Simpson Was
Head of the National Con-
struction Company. — Ex-
Premier-Says  on Witness
Stand.

Winnipeg, Nov. 26.—Sir Rodmond
Roblin and Geo. R. Caldwell, formerly
minister of education, were on hand
waiting & call to the witness stand
when the law courts investigation was
resumed this morning, accompanied by
J. H. Andrews, their counsel in recent
proceedings.

Sir Rodmond was first called to the
stand and examined for the crowd by
Isaac Pitblado.

Sir Rodmond stated no information
had been given him or on his behalf
to any tenderer as to the amounts of
other tenders. Thos. Kelly never
spoke to him of his tender, nor did C.
H. Simpson, The ex-premier stated
the tenders were dealt with in the
ordinary course and the lowest tender,
that of the .National Construction
Company, was accepted, When they
refused to sign the contract, Thomas
Kelly and Sons the next lowest tend-
erers, were offered the job and on their
refusal, the contract was signed with
C. H. Simpson, the third lowest.

Before this Simpson saw Sir Rod-
mond.

“I 4id not care to give Simpson the
contract i€ I could help it,” said the
ex-premier. “I did not know him and
did not know what complications
might arise. I did undertake to dis

y:

ourage him.

( Sir Rodmond did not know at this
time Simpson was president of the Na-
tional Construction Company.

“It never occurred to me to take ad.
vantage of anybody's mistake,” said
Sir Rodmond, when asked why the Na-
tional Construction Company tender
cheque was returned to them when it
might have been forwarded to the
government.

Sir, Rodmond said if he had known
at the time of the relations between
Simpson and the National Construction
Company he would not have let the
contract, but would have referred the

matter.

' He did not know Simpson was to
sub-let the contract to the National
Construction Company at thirty-six
thousand dollars profit to himself,

Sir Rodmond Roblin had initialled
an orderdn-council for the payment to
Simpson in June, 1913, of fifty thou-
sand dollars from the drawback,

Witness said he had no recollection
of this. He had signed thousands of
papérs without reading’ themi, and he
knew nothing of with whom Simpson
arranged for payment.

After the war started Thomas Kel-
and Simpson saw him and wanted
get a percentage held back., Sir

. mond told them he would not op-
pose fit.

The former premier stated no ar
rangement had been made with Simp-
son as to contributions from profits on
the work to party funds or to any min-
isters. He did not know that Dr. R.
M. Simpson collected money for cam-
palgn funds, he said. He did not know
be had collected a dollar from any

PL

shend was engaged in clearing the
fleld of wounded and prisonérs.,

“At first it was stated that 800 pri-
soners had been taken. It now appears
that no less than 1,300, h;va been
marched back to Lajj.

“Our wounded are repomd to num-
ber about 2,500 of whom 1,800 were
leaving that day by steamer for Ba-
zara, The number of killed has not
yet been reported.

“Gen. Nixon praises the excellent
handling of the troops by Gen, Town-
shend, and the splendid spirit shown
by them after their severe losses and
hardships from want of water and

{food.”
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Great Migration ‘of People In-
cident to Russian Withdraw-
al ‘Costing “Enormous Sum
and a Difficult Undertaking,

oo

Petrograd, Nov. 26—~The efforts to
find a solution of the problems con-
nected with the great. migration of
peoples incident to the Russian with.
drawal from Poland and other parts
of Russian territory is seriously en.
gaging Russian thoughts,

The monetary cost of the vast move.
ment already has mounted high. The
Imperial government and the govern:
ments of various provinces and cities
of the Bmpire have expended momey
freely to shelter, feed and clothe the
refugees, whose numbers are estimat-
ed as high as 13,000,000 by some, The
expenditures of the cemtral govern-
ment in this connection are aiready in
excess of 13,000,000 roubles ($6,500,
000), and the total cost is probably
more than 100,000,000 rToubles. Be-
sides this sum there must be reckon-
ed the huge sums involved in abandon-
ed property and the cost to the rail-
ways over which free passage was
given, and whose operations were for
a time largely confined to removal of
unfortunate victims of the war. -

Besides distributing the refngees,
mainly peasants, throughout the rural
districts of Buropean Russia, the gov-
ernment is sending larger and larger
parties as timp goes om, to Central
Asia and to Siberia, where it is allot-
ting lands to the refugees, it becom-
ing evident that the majority of them
will never return to their former
homes, regardless of-the issue of the
war. Most of them have lost all their
possessions except the parcel of
clothing they were able to carry with
them. .

ITCHENED
N BOME NOW

Paris, Nov. 26—The arrival at
Rome of Field Marshal Kitchener, Bri
tish secretary of war ,is announced in
a telegram to the Havas News Agency.
The field marshal reached Rome from
Naples and went directly to the British
embassy,

Premier Salandra later received Earl
Kitchener, the audience lasting an
hour,

PO U
TO CONSIDER REORGANIZING
OF NATIONAL DEFENCE.

Rio Janeiro, Jan. 26.—The federal
chamber has appointed a commission
of nine members to consider the ques.
tion of the re-organization of the Na-
tional Defence,

Frenda Miy: Fall Bnck
ments Are Being

garian Frontier May be A

Frod

Varna—Balkan Campaign
More Men to West.

London, Nov. 26—The Serblan malx
army, having been driven back to th:
borders of Albania and Montenegro,
where they are being attacked by the
Austro-Germaus, the. Bulgarians, with
the assistance’ of Gemeral Von Gall-
witz’s forces, are now giving their at-
tention to the Anglo-French troops.
Important military developments may
therefore be looked -for on the Varda
river. The Bulgarians appear to have

abandoned definitely, for the time be-
ing, their advance on Monmstir, in
order to attack the French positions
on the Cerna, where fighting already
has been reported. So far, the French
have held their positions, but despat-
ches from Saloniki hint that it may
be necessary to withdraw from Krivo-
lak to the southeast, where British
and French reinforcéments are being
concentrated. While the vesults of
these ‘movements are being watched
with some anxiety, better news from
the Allies point of view comes from
the northern frontier of Bulgaria,
Where a big Russian army is massing.

It is reported that Genperal Alexei
Kuropatkin is to command this Rus-
glan army of invasion, which will
either be sent up the Panube or al-
lowed passage through Roumania to
attack Varna, from the land side.
Other Russian forces are being orga-
nized at Odesa and Sebastopol, and
will doubtless be sent either to the
Bulgarian or Turkish coast.

It is reported from  Switzerland
that the Austro-Germans are sending
reinforcements into the Balkans, to
mest this new Russian offensive, but
other sources state that these rein-
forcements are en route to the -wes-
tern:. front, because of the fact that

kan campaign is having &
ﬂmcm

nucthc in the; hope of compelling
the Russians te divert a part of the
Bessarabian army. thence. While the
Austrians, opposing the Itallan offen-
sive on the Isonzo, are unable to get
assistance, they are counter-attacking
with terrific fury, and bave thus far
prevented the Ialians from capturing
Gorizia, which has been hard pressed
for nearly a week.

Late reports from Mesopotamia
show that the British hold the battle-
field of Ctesiphon, and that the Turks
are retreating to Dialah, within ten
miles of Bagdad. Prisoners taken by
the British have been increased to
1,300, while the British wounded alone
number 2,500. Troops engaged in
this region are undergoing hardehips
unknown in other campaigns, there
being a shortage of both food and
water.

The Turks are showing more activ-
ity in the Gallipoli, where with new
supplies of ammunition they made an
attack on the Allies’ positions witliout
making any: gains.

Germany to Tax War Profits of Stock
Companies.

Berlin, via London, Nov.' 26.—The
federal council has adopted a prelim-
inary bill for taxing the war profits of
joint stock companies and corpora-
tions. The measures do not levy a
tax. This is left for another bill after
the war. The present bill merely re-
quires that companies carry as re-
serves half the profits earned in mak-
ing war supplies and invest them sep-
arately from the ordinary resources,
thus holding them in readiness for the
final decision of the government,

Amother bill deals speclally with
the Relchsbank. This measure con-
templates taking half the net profits
exceeding the average of the three
years preceding the war. The bill
would provide for a special tax tak-
ing the place of the note tax abolish-
ed at the begipning of the war,

French Report.

Paris, Nov. 26—The following offic-
ial communication was issued tonight:

“During the day there was an inter-
mittent cannonade on the whole front.
The activity of the artillery has taken
a more viclent turn in the Argonne,
where, notably, our batteries hlew up
a German ammunition depot in the
Fille Morte region. There has been
fighting with grenades in the sector ot
Courtes-Chaussees, We dislodged the
enemy from a mine excavation which
we occupied,

“The Belgian communication says:

“A rather violent bombardment has
occurred in front of St, Heewege. To
the nortil of Dixmude and to the east
of St. Jacques Capelle, there hag been
a retaliatory fire by the Belgian bat-
teries.”

British Artillery Doing Good Work.

London, Nov. 26.—The following of-
ficlal statement was issued tonight by
the War Office:

“Geners! French reports that our ar-

llery has successfully bombarded

MA]J.

cordmg to Reports Recei
Canadiang Win Honor.

epoclal to The MIM

Ottawa, Nov. 26~The name of Mu
jor Roy, of the 22nd Fremch«Canadian
Battalion, who lost &is life while hurl-
ing out of the trenches an unexploded
German bomb in an effort to save the
lives of his comrades, is to be placed
on the list of Victoria Cross heroes.
The medal it is understood will- be
sent to his family,

It is reported here that Col, Hil of
Welland, of the first baftalion, will
shortly return from the front to take
a high conimand in one of the Cana-
dian military districts. It will 'prob-
ably be Liondon.

It ig also stated that a number, of
Canadian soldiers are to havé homors
conferred upon them for distinguished
conduct at the front.

Amongst them is Pte, H. Compton of
the 28th Battalion, Regina, who, on
Oct, 28, was buried under debris caus-
ed by the explosion of a German bomb,
Adter he ‘was dug out he volunteered
tosowltbaputyotbmwdnva
the Germaas | " craters;
which they had } ter on he
helped to extricate four soldiers who
had been buried by explosions. He is
to get the D.C.M, Lieut. G. A."Baker
of the Canadian Engineers 1s to get
the military cross for hanging on to

{a difficult pesition and for digging
Inew trenches under fire during the

ROUMANIA TURN

CENTRAL POWERS’ REQUEST

London, Nov, 27.—It Is stated th
refused a request of the Austrian

sion for their warships.to proceed along the Danube river in Roumania

toward Galatz and the Black Sea.
was due to desire on the part of the
Galatz the Russian concentration |

FRED. WOLFE OF
49 MOORE ST. IS
AMONG WOUNDED

Ottawa, Nov. 26—

Twenty-sixth Battalion

Wounded—Fred Wolfe, 49 Moore
street, St. John, N. B.

Wounded seriously—Patrick Dou-
cette, Lower Carrigan, N. B.
P———————————————————
many portions of the enemy’s trench-
es during the past four days, destroy-
ing wire entanglements and reaching
their parapets. To the bombardments
the enemy made little reply, The en
emy artillery, however, bas been ac
tive north of Albert, north of Loos,
north of Ploegstreet, and east of the
Ypres.

“On the evening ol the 22nd the en-
emy made a heavy bombing attack on

a mine crater held by our troops south
ot ‘the BethuneLa Basse road, but
was repulsed.”

“Mining has been constant on both
sides during the last few days. Onm
the 23rd we exploded a mine north of
the Bethune-La Bassee road and occu-
pled the crater. On the 24th the en-
emy exploded a mine south of Cuinchy
causing some damage to our trenches.
A hostile bombing attack against the
crater was repulsed. Yesterday the
enemy exploded mines near Carpoy
and Givenchy.

“On the 26th twenty-three of our
aeroplanes successfully bombarded a
German hut encampment at Achiet Le
Grand, northeast of Albert. The en-
emy replied with a single aeroplane,
which dropped bombs near Bray, doing
no damage.”

Italians Landing at Aviona.

Petrograd, Nov. 26>—According to
information from excellent sources re-
ceived here, Italy has begun lnndins
troops at Aviona, Albania,
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W.R.BROWN AND
SERGT.RYER TO GET
D.C.M FOR BRAVERY

Two St. JohnM'tm'linT enty-Sixth to Receive Awards, Ac-

Through Roumama to

“True Story of Armenian
Massacres as Ghastly as

Pictured in Reports

Hundreds.

night made public the details of fur-
ther Armenia massacres, which, in &
letter accompanying them, he says:

“Surpass in horror, if that were pos-
sible, what has been published al-
ved in Ottawa—-SeveraI Other |ready.”

“I feel,” his letter continues, “that
such crimes ought to be exposed to
the utmost, and that the charity of

s other nations will more than ever be
batile. mestionied above. Cupt: J. A, drawn to the unhappy refugees, when

Cullam, of the 28th Regina Battalion, f and fel.
a well known medical man of that city ::)v:‘ Lkol:x‘:x‘:;ly [\I\‘:::tht:\o:r‘{:ﬂs:;g )
is to be mentionéd in despatches for Viscount Bryce says the details con-
conspicuous bravery in rescuing and|g . ang amplity the ghastly history
attending to the wounded. of deportations by which Armenians
Lieut, J. A. Northover is also to 1 |iy Northern and Eastern Anatolla
ceive the military cross. He had been|yere driven to a death of fiendish
buried and dug out and he immediate- | oryetly. The first part of the evidence,
ly organized a bombing party to drive pe says, w sived by the commit-
the enemy out of some craters they|tee of enquiry in the United States,
had occupied, and the second part comes from an Ar.
Major W. R. Brown of the 26th St. menian gentleman at Tiflis, who receiv-
John Battalion, and Sergt. Ryer, an-|ed it from refugees who escaped from
other St. John soldier, are to get dis-|regions where the events happened.
tinguished conduct medals for gallant-| “The sufferings of the peasants and
ry during the same eungagement, the mountaineers in the regions of
Letters received here ghow that dur-|Van, Mush, and Sanun,” Viscount
ing the rainy weather the trenches|Bryce says, “seem to have been more
were knee deép and sometime waist |terrible than were those of the peace-
deep in water, but conditions are be-|ful town-folk, described in part one of
ing improved rapidly. the report. Every successive piece of
in this connection a splendid ex-|evidence increases the horror of the
ample of the brave spirit of the Cana- story and confirms the dreadful cer-
dhna is Tecorded. A Halifax battalion | tainty of its truth.”
spending six days in the wet| After giving part of the evidence
itrenclies volunteered to remain an-|received from the United States, Vis-
other six days in order to help dig the | count Bryceé says that the following
necessary drains. extracts were taken from his corres.
Owing to the weather conditions |PoRdent at Tifiis,
socks wear out very quickly and an A “Butcher Battalion.”
officer writing from the front suggests{  roward the end May, Djevdt
that socks would ‘make suitable Bey, the military governor, was expel

Van. Djevdt fled southwards,
Christmas presents. Another sugges- led from
| tion is to send rubber boots. and entered Sairt, with some 8,000

soliers, whom he called ‘butcher bat-
talions. He massacred most of the
{Christlans of Sairt, the details of
| which nothing is known. On the best
S DOWN jof authority, however, it is reported
{that he ordered his soldiers to burn
{in the public squares the Armenian
Bishop Eglise Vartarved, and the Chal-
{dean Bishop Addai Sher. °
“On June 25, the Turks surrounded
the town of Bitlis, and cut its com
munications with neighboring Armen
fan villages. Then most of the able-
bodied men were taken away from
thelr women by domiciliary visits. Dur:
ing the following few days all the men
under arrest were shot outside the
town, and buried in deep trenches,
dug by the victims themselves. The
young women and children were dis.
tributed among the rabble. The re
mainder, the ‘useless lot,” were driven
to the south, and are believed to hav
been drowned in the Tigris.

at the Roumanian government has
and German_ governments permis-

It Is supposed here that the request
Teutonic Allies to menace from

n Southern Bessarabia
“It i8 in such a fashion that the

(OIPTHERIN EFIDEM
- PREVALS, FABEWELL et st

Fredericton, Nov. 26.—As a result|July, the authorities demanded arms
of diphtheria epidemic and quarantine | from the Armenians, and a large sum
at St. Mary’s, parishoners of St. An-|in ransom of notables of the town

L e e | o
NERVEASWINTER
DRAWS NEAR

their pastor who goes to Woodstack

early next week to became rector of

the Roman Catholic parish there

Not only will the parishoners be de-

prived of the privilege of gathering

to bid their popular pastor farewell,

but he will also be unable to preach

his farewell sermon on Sunday as a

regult of the action of the board of

health authorities in placing a ban

on all public gatherings in St. Mury"s.

Father Ryan had intended to celebrate

his farewell mass at St. Anthony's

church on Sunday next, but under ex-

isting conditions this will be impos- ——
gible. His parishioners of St. An-
thony’s are to make some presenta.
tions to Rev. Father Ryan, and it was
intended that this should be done &t a
public gathering but arrangements
are now underway to have presenta-
tions made quietly before his depart-
ure_for Woodstock,

ALL BRITISH SUBJECTS
MUST HAVE PASSPORTS TO
R UNITED KINGDOM

Ottawa, Nov, 26.—The Secretary
of State for the Colonies has ad-
vised H. R. H. the Governor-
General that without exception all
British subjects desiring to enter
the United Kingdom must bo pro-
vided with passports.

Prisbners Taken by Russians
Admit Troops Low-spirited
as They Face Rigors of Win-
ter Without Chance to Dig
in,

Petrograd, Nov. 26, via London.—
The Russian general staff is not dis.
posed to over-estimate the importance
of actions that occurred from time
to time along the central sector of the
battle line, where no determined

offensive movement is now under way.
Local commanders thus have oppor-
tunity to act on their own initiative,
insolated engagements, as reported
from time to time resulting.
Germans who have been taken pris-
oners along some parts of the line

!
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Viscount Bryce Makes Public Details of More Brutatities by
Turks on Armenians —Military  Governor
“Butcher Battalion” Slaughter Peaceful Citizens by

and His

London, Nov. 26—Viscount Bryce to-: The head men of the village were sub-

jected to revolting tortures. Their fin-
ger nails and then their toe nails were
forcibly extracted; teeth were knock-
ed out, and in some casés noses were
whittled down, the victims thus being
done to death under shocking, linger-
ing agony. .
Reports Not Exaggerated.

“The female relatives of victims
who came to the rescue were assault-
ed in public before the very eyes of
their mutilated men. The shrieks and
death crieg of the victims filled the air
yet they did mot move the Turkish
Deasts,

“In the town of Mush itself the Ar.
menjans, under the leadership of Goto
yan and others, entrenched themselveg
in churches and stone brildings and
fought for four days in self-defence,
but Turkish artillery, manned by Ger-
man officers, made short work of all
the Armenian positions and everyone
of the Armenian leaders, as well ag
$heir men were killed in the fighting,

The ghastly scenes which followed
may seem Iincredible, yet these re-
ports have been confirmed beyond all
doubt. The shoriest means employed
for disposing of the women and chil
dren in the various camps was by
burning. Fire was set to the large
wooden sheds in Alijan, Mograkom,
and other Armenian villages and the
absolutely helpless women and chil-
dren were roasted to death.

““Many women went mad and threw S
away their children. Some womé&n
kneit down and prayed amid the flames
which were burning their bodies.
Otherg shrieked for help, which came
from nowhere, and the executioner:
who seemed unmoved by this unparal-
leled savagery, grasped infants by one
leg and hurled them into the fire, call-
ing out to the burning mothers ‘here
are your lon.'

Turkish prisoners, who apparently
witnessed some of these scenes were
horrified and maddened at remember-
ing hte sight. The odor of burning
flesh, they say, permeated the air for
many days,

“In the hill country of Sasun the
surviving warriors found themselves
surrounded at close quarters by 30,000
Turks and Kurds. Then followed ong
of those desperate, heroic struggles
for life which have always been the
pride of the mountaineers. Men,
women and children fought with
knives, scythes and stohes, and any-
thing else they could handle. They
rolled blocks of stone down the steep
slopes, killing many of their enemies.
In the frightful hand-to-hand combats
women were seen thrusting their
knives into the throats of Turks.

“When every warrior had fallen,
several of the younger women who
were in danger of falling into the
hands of the Turks threw themselves
from the rocks, some of them with
infants in their arms.”
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represent the German forces to which
they were attached as low spirited in
view of the knowledge that the rigors
of the coming winter have now to be
faced. This feeling has been particu.
larly noticeable, according to the
prisoners statements since Russian
successes at many points on the line
have compelled the retirement of the
Germans from comfortahle trenches.
Many detachments are said to be un-
able properly to dig in, owing to the
freezing of the ground, and must
spend the winter virtually on the
surface.

Petrograd, via London, Nov. 26.—
The following official communicsuon
was issued today:

“The action near the Farm of Borse.
muende continued all day yesterday
but without decisive result. Toward
evening the fighting became less vio-
lent.

“A violent engagemont near the
village of Mintziouny, north of Vidzy,
ended in our troops occupying the
wood to the south of the village.

“Quiet prevails on all the other
sectors on the front, frorth the Gulf of
Riga as far as the Pripet River, and
also on the Styr.

“In the region west of the town of
Olyka, between Rovno and Lutsku,
the enemy attempted an advance, but
being threatened by envelopment, he
fell back to his point of departure,
His attempt to make progress in the
direction of the village of Janowka,
northeast of Buczacz, was equally umy
fortunate.

“There is no ch:nse in the situatien
in the Caucasus.”




