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What Shall We do With our Surplus

e Income.

An sddress prepared for the Unlon Missionary meeting
held ar aisherst, N. 8., Jan. 1o0th, 1902,

Drar PropLE o¥ GOD :—It is 1900, since Jesus, whom
we love, ascended to Heaven, and yet at this moment,
800,000,000 hesthen have keard but little of his great sal-
wation, It is ‘said that on acconut of the rapid increase
in population, there are wore heathen without a knowl-
edge of Christ to-day, than there were one hundred years

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

Christ's kingdom and God would care for them in sick-
ness and in old age. Without his asking anybody for a
penny millions of dollars was sent in to him to support
his work. Thoussands who believed and practiced his
teaching testify to the loving faithfulness of God in
smoothing life's pathway to the grave and heaven.

By faith, William Colgate, as'a poor boy, came to New
York City, gave God his tenth, and prospered, and in due
time bought his Master's soap factory. When he per-
cieved that God was with him in his business, he vowed,
that if he was permitted to be worth $20,000, he would
give two-tenths, and so on, with increased prosperity, in-

sge For & number of years the Missi Socletl

have had very little opportunity for the enlargement of
their work, simply because God's people will not furnish
the mpney. Meanwhile, many Christians are immersed
in wealth. Does not Jesus want us to-night to stop and
consider this question. If obedience to his greatest ever-
present command, ‘‘ to preach the gospel to every crea-
ture,”' is 1 be the measure of onr love to Him ; how
wuch do we love him 7 It is probable that the Baptist
church of Amherst iy quite equal to any other church
represented here in the support of missions: You will
allow me the privilege of nring their figures in illustrat-
ing this subject. The Sunday-school gives $2co. The
Womens' Societies, $300 The general collections of the
church coutributed principally by the male members is
$252. Total amount for the year to missions, $752. Now

ing the ratio until he would give all his income.
The time came when his highest ambition for wealth. was
reached. After providing for his family for many years,

until life closed, he gave all his income, amounting to

millions of dollars, And you dear people of God, ought
we not to be tired of the unwise struggle to lay up treas-
ure npon earth, when, by so doing, we defeat Christ's
plans for our life work. God gave the children of Israel
their hearts desire, but sent leanness to their souls.”’
Brethren, I haye heard you bemoan your leanness of
sonl. Jesus has pointed out the remedy to might. Not
that your giviog your whole income to Christ's caute, in
& mercenary way will giye one spiritnal power. No !
No ! But your giving full consent to bave Christ come
into your life. and business, and, thereby  conquer the
spirit of selfishness, covetousness, and worldliness, and

the question that Jesus Christ would have ns ider {s,
* How much loving, honest, irtelligent sympathy have
we with bim in the work of giving the gospel to the
heathen, have we any at all ?" :
Tweuty-five years ago Jesus gave the Baptists ch-rge
of two millions of Telugus. They are wholly dependent
upon us for the knowledge of Christ. During this period
one million have died. Meanwhile five hundred Chris-
tisus are gathered into seven churches. Hach of the
seven misslon families with thelr belpers have 275,000
people spread through 200 villages, towns and cities to
pvuféh to. In Amherst we have one pastor for every
one thoussnd people. Throughout the Maritime Prov-
inces we have about otie pastor for every 500 people. In
the heathen world we have ove mieslonary for every
o000 reople.  Bay, you level-headed, men of ! usiness,
~Doses not Jesus expect from you s prompt, wise, prac-
tles] snswer to this question ? Is one mission family a
sufficlent; & reasbuable supply in order to give the gon-
pel 10 275,000 people? D res not Jesus demand to koow
what you are golug to do about it? Should it stand as;
#n Hlinstration of supreme selfishness that the Baptists

" bave two pastors in Amherst for about one thousand

people? Are we not verily guilty in reference to our
brothers in India? The misslon field of other denomina-
tions are no better supplied,

Of that 252 contributed by the men of the Baptist
church, some individusl may haye given $25 of it. Now
brother does that pum properly Tepresent your loving,

- honest, iotelligent obedience to the Saviour's last com-

mand ! Wil you sllow me forther to illustrite. Sup-
. pose the brother has an income of §4 000 per yesr. Strike
off §1.£09 for personal expenses and ordinary benevol-
ence. 17 wally the balance of §2 500, is spent in incress-
iggbis gopital.  Jesus calls that laying up treasure upon
th, Now how does the account stand ? Notice |
| Obedience to Christ's intelligent last command, §as.
llodng service to the world and disobedience to Christ's
command to * lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
eafth,” 25 Victory of the world over the Spirit of
Christ in your life with the consequent relative spiritual
death all the year round, and the eternal loss of the souls
of mauy heathen that might have been saved is represent-
od by the cash balance added to Capital Account of
$2.475
Query—-Who now has the most loving service or wor-
ship, thie world or Chirist 7 'Would naot the same illustra-
tion apply with cqasl force to most of the members of
the ehureh, for | perceive that persons of moderate in-
comie are just as unlike Christ in this respect as those.
moie wealthy ! With the above condition of things well
.migh uoiversal what i§ the outlook for missions?
Standing bhere for the Lord Jesus to-night Ido not.

. ehide, yet 1 bear Bim saylog—'' Come now and let us

reason together about, this maiter, Life for_you in this
world is brief, it will soor=be over. Havgyou not had
enough of laying up of treasure upon /fearth? I who
created and redeemed you have a rigM\ to command--
furm you st my reproof. Hencelorth lay up your
treasnre in heaven | Seek ye first daily and always to
extend 1~y kingdom." Note the results of obeying
Christ. O, this new line of obedience to Christ, ever.
increasing love and the joy of God's salvation will give
strength ‘and power to Christian character and i

forth to run busi for God's glory, instead of for
our own glory, will give us joy and peace, a power with
God and'a power to lead men to Christ, you bave never
before known.

Do you ask how you caj lay up treasure in heaven? ‘

The best express company to use is our Home and
Foreign Mission Boards. Buy a check quarterly of each
Board, Thereby your missionary in Manitoba and India
will be supported, Pray for them daily. Before going
to heaven, put your income st the disposal of your
Boards so that your misslonaries shall be supported
through all coming time. I hope you may live uipny
years'to support your wissionarles, but if after twenty

years you are called home, let me in Imagiovafion go
with you ; '
Who are these in bright array coming to meet you /

There is no need that your angel guide should introduce
you to them —for are they not Telugus and Manitobans
from your own mission stations. Have they not ween
your plcture on the walls of thelr Sabbath School room
on earth? We listened as each in turn told their story
of rescue from the mire of &in through the missionaries
and their helpers, together we sang of redeeming love,
and rejolced with joy unspeakable. It staggers hungfn
thought or language to comprehend or describe the
vever-ending, ever-ncreasing joy and bliss experlenced
aa the deoades of earth rolled away bringing many hun-
dreds to glory froin his own mission fields. Who would
not begin fiow to lay up treasure in heaven? Believing
let us note one more point—We oft put too great em.
phasis upon the duty of personal witnessing for Christ—
perhaps none too much, but with those of us who have
large income, is it not the smallest part of what we
should do for Christ? Are there no: twenty persons in
connection with these three churches, who out of their
annual income over and sbove what is necessary for
living expenses and ordinary benevolence could support
one missionary at $800 per year ; and rome of the num-
ber could support two, three or four missionaries each ?
In the face of these facts is not one’s personal witness-
ing for Christ a very small part of our duty to Christ
and humanity ?

We sing, ‘‘ More Love to Thee, O Christ,”” Do we re-
member, that sentimental expressions of love don't count

-with Jesus. Notice His defivition : ** This is love that

ye keep my commandments.”’ Hereafter let us'sing and
practice it too, . ‘* More Obedience to Thee, O Christ,”
and we shall never again need to sing, '* More Love to
Thee, O Christ."”

Since the whole of oufinconte ina gift from Christ,
why should it be regarded as a grigt thing, to give back
to Him the surplus, after all our*feeds are supplied ?

Why should it not be a joy to do it ?
. DIMOCK ARCHIBALD,

R .
From Heart to Heart. For Inquirers.

BY PASTOR |. WEBS.
This is Sunday night. There is a fearful storm raging

~it is the wildest snow storm that we have had in Nova
Scotia this season. :

There is something very solemn about a storm. There

will be saved among ve every week {n the year,

Does not Jesus want our faith and courage refreshed
by reecu ting his mighty deeds through Rev. George
Muller of Brisiol, Eng. By faith he being penniless

. founded orphan asylums, and in late years housed and

homed 2 500 orphams. By faith he went everywhere
preachirg that his people should - mot put aside the an-
ual of thelr earnings for the * rainy day " but

T

is a feeling that vomething terrible Is about to happen.
It is then that we feel; more than at any other time, how
frail and helpless we are S
But our fears are as nothing when compared with the
fears and agitations of the mothers, wives and children
the men who are on the ses, vainly fighting i
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can see the vessels tossed upon the foaming billows.
Now, they are suddenly lifted upward toward the sky,
as though trying to leap out of the jaws of death, but it
is only for a short moment—down again they plunge
into the gaping deep, and I wonder whether they will
ever rise again, Ican hear the cries of fathers, hus.
bands and men, who fear that they will never see child-
ren, wife, parents again, The scene excites me—buntlI
awake to find that I and my family are safely sheltered
in our own home, How thankful I feel. My heart goes
up in earnest prayer to One, who can with a word hush
the angry storm into a beautiful calm, for those who are
less favored.

Now I am thinking of worse storms than this one—
storms that are not from without but from within—heart
storms. Perhaps you already know what it is to be
tossed about upon the angry billows of a guilty con-
conscience, and to tremble with fear at the sound of the
rolling thunder, and the hissing lightning of Sinai—If
you have, I want to call your attention to Jesus, for

“‘Jesus is a rock in a weary land :
A shelter in the time of storm."

+ Our blessed Lord and Saviour, to show to us how God
lowes us, and how ready he is to forgive those who come
to him, gave us a living, moving picture to look at. Let
us look at it? =

Do you see thst poor outcast yonder ? Listen, as he
unveils his heart in words :

‘“ How many hired servants of my father’s have bread
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger I"’

How pitiful | He is homeless, friendless and hungry ;
and what makes it worse is that he is conscions of the
fact that he has brought upon himeelf all this trouble,
Could anyone be in a worse plight ? - Mark the change in
his countenancé. He lifts up his head - He stands erect.
He looks hrough the tears across the fields and over the
mountaine. Listen :

1 will arise and go to my father, and will say unto
him, Father, [ have sinned against heaven and before
thee, [ will nsk him, out of pity, to take me i, if it is
ounly to make me a hired servant.’’

There 1o a determived look on his care-worn face. He
has becomie almost desperate, He starta for home. He
hesitates for a moment, he starts agaia, now he is hope-
ful, now he is fearful, he is tired and hungry, yet he
slaggers on

Muny another poor sinner has started like him. So
fearful, yet it was the only one thing to do, a last
struggle, an it were, before giving up in despair. Satan
whispered, ‘' There is no hope for such as you,” bat in
the language of the hymn he has said :

‘* I can but perish if I go :
I am resoived to try—

For if I stay away, I know
I must forever die.”

But see | The father meets him | The servants are
gathering | The father embraces and kisses his long,
lost son ! '* Father, I have sinned | I want to come
home. "’

*“Isay unto you, thereis joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”

Hear now the clear rich voice of the father :

‘* Bring forth the best robe, and put it ot him ; and
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet ; and bring
hitherto the fatted calf, and kill it ; and let us eat and
be merry : for this my son was dead, and is alive again ;
he was lost and is found.” .

Are you tired of a life of sin ? Is there a storm raging
within your breast ? Do you want a shelter ?

*‘Then,” said Evangelist, *If this be thy condition,
why standest thou still 7' He answered, ‘‘Because I
know not whither togo . . .” Then said Evangelist,
pointing with his finger over a very wide field, *‘Do you
see yonder wicket gate?”’ The man said ‘‘no.” , Then
said the other D5 yon see yonder shining light?" And
the man answered, ‘‘Methinks I can,” Then said
Evangelist, “'Keep that light
directly thereto, l‘t’) shalt lﬁgu i.n“y(:g: ;Zteé. :?dw%:’lc‘?
when thou knockest, it shall be told thee what thou
shalt do."’

It'may be that you, like John Banyan’s Christian, can-
;{o;‘:nb::t;:nd many of dthe h;o—ullqd doctrines of the
v émclﬁed?:vi.::ryfn A er shining light. What light ?

‘'There is life in a look at the Crucified One,
There is life at this momen?% thee.”

Do you see that poor publican? Can you stand by his
side, and pray his prayers? Do you see that r de-
monaic? Do you feel that your heart is like his Then,
he who made him to sit quietly at his feet, clothed and
in his right mind, can bush the an billows of your
guilty conscience into a heavenly cnm

Poor sinner ! The great loving father is on the look-
out for such as you and he has sent me to you to say,
“‘Come home,"” ‘

L

The only real and the Christian way of purity is to live
in the open world, and not be of it, and ttf kee{: the soul

merciless wind and the angry waters. I can see
these women tonight, walking thelr rooms,
mm-.uummdmmm.

from head to foot, aud erying, “Sod have merey | 1

potted from it, There are no fires that will melt out




