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OUR BOARDING HOUSE

Reflections on Current Events by
the Boarders.

Bill Sinnett is a man who has never
and does not yet belong to any labor
organization, and like many more of
his class, is always on the lookout for
an excuse to justify himself in refus-
ing to become attached to ome. I
believe  Phil Garlie, at one fime,
tried hard to get him to join the
K of L., but eventually gave him up
as.a bad job. Sinnett’s stock in trade
argument to all such solicitations was
“ You fellers don’t know what you
want ; one wants to tax land, the
other wants a graduated income tax;
one wants the Government to assume
control of railways and telegraphs, the
other says this would discourage pri-

~ vate enterprise and retard the growth

of the country.” It was in vain that
Garlic pointed out that on great
questions of principle the Order was
unanimous ; that its great objeet was
to abolish the wage system, and that
if its members differed at all it was
only on the question of ways and
means to accomplish this object. Buf
no, Sinnett was out, and out he’d step.
Since then, however, he never misses
a chance of hecklin’ Garlic upon what
he calls the the inconsistency of the
Knights of Labor. :

Last night he was at his old game;
“here you are,” said he to Garlic,
‘“here’s a paper that shows what kind
of people you are. The Knights of
Labor demand the enactment of laws
providing for arbitration between em-
ployers and employed, and that the
decision of the arbitrators shall have
force of law. Now, here you have a
paper, Le Trait d’Union, of the 2nd of
October, whose owner and editor are
both Knights of Labor, declaring that
that demand is so ufterly impracti.
cable that it is surprised that
the question is discussed at all

The article states that to enforce arbi.
tration would completely destroy the.

liberty of contract of labor for which
workmen have contended and suffered
during long years. The question of
salaries, it says, will always be one of
contention, and this will only disap
pear with the modification of the mode

.of femuneration, and which the law

is powerless to suppress. It has not
done away with strikes in either
France, England or Belgium, whero
councils of arbitration and concilia-
tion exist ; the most that can be said
for it is that it has diminished theiy
number, and that in cases of conflict,
these councils have restrained the in-
fluence of men who, for gain or ambi.
tion have, by their counsel, rendered
more difficult a good understanding
between capital and labor, The ar-
ticle, in conclugion, warns Canadian
workmen to -study the subject before
applying to Parliament for a permanent
commission of arbitration. Now, here
is more of your consistency, you and
your order demand arbitration, and
your Knight of Labor organ ridicules

the idea.”

“ To begin with,” said Garlic, * the
Order of the K. of L. has only one
official paper, and' that is the Journal
of the Knights of Labor and not Le
Trait d’Union, In the second place, T
question very much whether that ar-
ticle voices the opinion of anybody
but the writer on this question of ar-
bitration. We know from experience
that boards of arbitration have done
and are doing good, and for this rea-
son we demand them. Even that ar-
ticle, though it"professes to ridicule
the idea, cannot help but bear testi-
mony to the fact that it has dimin-
ished the number of sirikes, and if it
has done that then it has done good.
And as to the assertion that so long as
the wage system maintains, the amount
of remuneration will always be the
bone of contention between capital
and labor, none of us deny that; but
we contend that disputes arise bet:ween
employer and gmployed not bearing

upon the question of wages which
could be settled in ‘@ friendly way by
councils of arbitration. Take, for in.
stance, the New York Central strike.
The men insisted on their right to or-
ganize ; gold-bug Webb denied this,
and inaugurated a systematic pe rsecu-
tion of the K. of L. all along the line,
Had the powers of the State Board o f
Acbitration been ‘greater, or had' the
decigions of that board the force of
law, that strike could have been pre-
vented and millions of money savel
to both sides. It is because we know
this that we insist upon arbitration.
To talk about liberty of contract of
labor under the competitive system is
all rot; can’t you understand that
when capital owns the tools of produc-
tion with which you have to make a
living it holds the power to reduce
your wages to an amount barely suffi-
cient to keep you alive ; and can’t y ou
or won’t you understand that competi -
tion compels the capitalist to use th's |
power to its utmost. Are you so blind
as not to see that all natural opporiu
nities from whieh labor could derive a
living are monopolized, are owned by
speculators, landsharks and wusurers,

A Test Case by the Central Traaes

Clermont.
taken under the auspices of the Cen-
tral Trades and TLabor Couneil, and

nard. The facts as alleged in the dec-
laration are that the plaintiff, who is

two weeks ago into a new house, No.

water in, she was refused, unless she
The plain-!

and that labor, in no case, can apply
iteelf to nature direct without the pay - |
ment to this tribe of ‘all it produces
excepting enough to maintain life and
propagate its kind. As you increase
this amount that labor must pay for
the: privilege of applying to nature
direct you decrease the proportion of

those willing or able to do so and forc «
them to seek our large cities, thews to
enter info competition with each oth-r
in gelling their labor; and then you
talk about the liberty of contract of
labor. The laborer has about as much
of this liberty as a prisoner on bread
and water has; the latter can either
eat his bread and live, or leave it alone
and starve ; the former ean do the same
with his wages, and neither the one
or the other will get fat on their diet.”

“ I agree with you,” said Brown,
“that courts of arbitration are desir-
able under certain eonditions, and
these are: 1st, That such courts or
councils shall investigate all disputes
between capital and labor on demand
of one or both parties interested ; 2nd |
That they have power to compel wit
nesses, under oath, to answer ques-
tions put to them, even if sach an -
swer would ineriminate the® wiiness
himgelf ; 3rd, That the decisions of
the couneil shall have force uf law ,
Aaythiog less would be as much a
farce as that enacted in New York the
other day. FEach trade shouid have
its own council who shoald be elscts d
annually, one-half'by the employer,
the other haif by the employees, the
tWo parties to choose the chairman,
who should have a casting vote in case
of atie. These councils should mee
when called upon to do so and receive
pay for actual working time lost by
them and no more.”

¢ And shall that council dictate to
me,” said Siunevt, ‘‘ what wages |
shall receive as thongh T was a heln
less child unable or unwilling to louk
after mysgelf ¥ ‘

¢ Precisely,” replied Brown. “ We
know, if you don’s, shat from an eco
nomic standpoint you are more helj
less i the hands of your master fha

REFUSING WATER.

and Labor Council.

’ A new phase in the water tax dis-
pute came to light on Thursday morn-
ing in the shape of an action for
$3,000 damages, accompanied by a
petition for a writ of injunction
against the city, by an old lad¥ named

The proceedings were

the attorney in the case is Mr. Bar-
poor and aged, having moved some

259 St. Constant street, in the rear,
and having asked the city to let the

4

No More Misrepresentation!

~ALL OUR GOODS SOLD O/V} THEIR MERITS.

Select Your Purniture from the Largest Stock in Canada.

paid down the snmof $5.
tiff further allaces that her only means
of support isa deaf and dumh dangh
ter, who ean earn hut little : that the
workmen who huilt the house havine
nsed the elogets, the latter are now in
a most filthvy eohdition. which enday
gets the health of the residents
the city ir obliced to let the water
into newly huilt houses when reqnired
to do so ; that hesides the illegalitv nf
the citv’s action in demanding the $5,
the refusal to eive the water is an act
of indescribable erneltv.  Plaintiff
then demands $3,000 damages, and
asks for a writ of injunetion compal-
ling the citv to let in the water at
once. No time was lost in pushing
through the proceedines on the writ
of injunction, and sharp at mnoon
Messrs. Barnard and Ethier. with Mr.
Lepine, M.P.. Mr. Beland, M.P.P.,
and Mr. Helbronner, entered the
judges’ ante-chamber for tha argument
of the case before Judae Tascherean
Mr. Barnard having staged the cireum
stances of the case and ventured his
former statement that there are mo
water taxes due at the present mo-
ment, Mr. Beland and Mr, Helbronner
gave their affidavits as to their per
sonal knowledge of the corractness of
the facts mentioned in Mrs. Clermont’s
declaration.

Mr. Ethier then declared, on behalf
of the city, that he had anticipated

{the demand of the petition and had

jiust given orders to have the wate: let
into Lhe premises referred to whalever
the circnmstances of the case might
be, reserving his rights, however, on
the merits of the action taken. He
therefore had no objection to the con-
clusions of the petition being granted.

Judgment was accordingly drafied
instanter, granting the writ, and Mad

ame Clermont had a full supply of |

water by this time. The monecy side
of the case will come up in the court
later.

As soon as Mayor Grenier learned
of the decision, he gave instructions
to the Water Department officials to
the effect that water must not in fu-
ture be refused to occupants of newly
built houses.
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,v-[‘( LOOK OUT FOR THEM. // viously domne on a wet’ evening, stay-

To Organized Labor of America, Grecting

For months past a systematic aiiempt

has been made to destroy some of the
most efficient unions of

craft.

Lae iron mou'ding
The combinaiion of the bosse
known as the

and iron moulders,

Defence Association, has from time

mode of at-
Uniion

to time changed 18

tack on the Iren Moulders
of North America, first
ago in attacking every local usion through
out the country, and when defeated 11 6

has now changed its tactics by conceuirai
ing its efforts to destroy a few of the ioca

| unions ata time ; such is conspicuously

: that |

about two years

(7

a child, and for this reason we wou d|casein the Michigan Radiator Co. of De
like to see you, in case of digpute, 1. 1Ln;it, Mich., and the Co-operative Sios

the hands of men not directly inter | Works of Rochester, N.Y., and in San
ested in your quarrel, and we believe | Francisco, Cal., where strikes for the
that more jusiice could be had for yos | mainienance of honor and principle have
from a council upou which you would | been in vogue for six moubhs.

be as much represéntad as what he is{ If there are some wage-workers so re
than if you was left to his t\znder‘cr«a.ut to their trusts and duty as to take
mercies alone. In regard tq the prin-! the placesof their fellow workmeu engaged
ciples involved, who fixesT%he pay of {in an honest struggle, th L an

the soldier, the man-of-war’s-man, the | other weapon to use which we can bring
Civil Service employee, the bailiff and |into effective play if we we but irue to
others connected with public affairs, | ourselves, hence the Exccutive Council of
not even forgetting the cabman’s fare|the American Federafion: of Labor have
who takes you home ?
see a strike in any of these callings ?|you to give your attention v Ghe product
And yet these people did not fix iheir|of the unfair concervs of the Michigan
salaries. No; both you and people|Radiator C: . ot Deitoit, Mich., and the
like you will have to seek other cause to | Rochester Co operative Stove Co.

quarrel with arbitration. The inde-| These firms manifest a desire to.antago-
pendence of the individual has long ' nize and are defiant of the power of labor
since been superseded by interdepen-|to either win fair condilions or honoruble
dence, and the sooner you, and o hers | troatment, hence we call upon you to do all
like you, realize this the better for|in your power to induce our fellow-work

yourselves, BiLL Brabpgs. men and sympathizers with our movement

e 18

Did you ever | resolved and thivugh mwe do now request |

I Uibawa, wal
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Palace Furniture Store,

35710 367 ST. JAMES STREET, MONTREAL.
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'MUSIC AND THE DRAMA.

to transfer their purchases in this class of
geods to concerns or business houses more
inclined to accord fair and honorable treat-

; The latest mivstie! hnlesque ig
ment to the just and reasonable demands of | ..11ed « The Kreutzer Tomain”
organized lahor. " B

e o, = Mrs. Jamoes Beown Poit « playing
Fratervally yours, y . <
v : with av Kogii-h ecmproy at Calentta,
Savvan GOMPERS, S g
Praitai it Amibrivan Fadotation of Lalos. George M?vah; ey beeu e.ngaged
e to sapport Fred. Bryton in his new

play, * Jim.Y
Dan Lake, an old-time variety actor, :

died iately av Buffalo. He leaves &
widow, who is on the stage,

OUTRAGED AND MURDERED

Two Little Sisters Suffer a Terrible
Fate at the Hands of a Villain.

C. Haddon Chambers has arrived

§ from London to aid i ihe production
Two little girls named Mary Mec-|of “The Idler ” ai the Lyceum.

Gonagale, aged 14, and her sister
Eliza, aged 12, were found dead in
. the woods about one mile from the
‘villnge of Cumberland, Ont., on
Wednesday afternoon. The two girls

Mrs. Langtry has leased the Prin
cess theatre, London, and will ope
next month in “Antony and Cleel
patra.”

Georee W, Childg has begun a

lare the daughters of James McGona- ;}2(;‘,‘,:13,“"[;1‘El‘r":mg:j'&y';gi,\ a“.i YSCE;‘;?
| gale, who resides on John Gamble’s| ,dgment claim of $1 281,

i farm, two miles from Cumberland.% Henry Gremmels, jr., ard Flo
| The children had  been attending'.Jine Kiliot, ho'h iropez f Barnus
school there, were there on Tuesday,|#nd Batley’s Cirérs e mirried

|the 7th inst., and left for home with | K s Gily last Mo

the other school children, but did net| Paris is to have a iheatre for de

mutes, which will shortly begin

return, and their parents were not

: . geason with a new: play by a de
over-anxious about them, as it was a mute. called * Love and Death.”
wet, stormy evening, and they mnata- «The Peatl of Peki” compan

rally supposed the two girls had re-

1

lately disbanded a. laielphia am
mained in the village, as they had pre-|a cloud of attechm:nis, but has be
reorganized undec new management.

. - A number of mauiay eaded
ing at Joseph Foubert’'s. On Wednes-| ; : Ss

° i Sinart Robgon, have very prope
day morning the father went to work | | .o 0 o ncade aainkt the indecd

as usual, supposing the girls were at : posters displayed ou the walis by thil
school, but when five o’clock came and | rate fravelling companies,

no children were home, the anxiety of | The Frankfory, Ge'wany, pol
the mother caused Mr. McGonagale to | have interdicted the exhibition
set out for the village, where he found ; actress’ inc‘r.nre.n. in windows, and ha
that his girls had not been at school | also forvidden their display in Ame
that day or since Tuesday evening, |can cigarethes placed on sale,

He then started to his brother-in-law’s,| Carrie Radeliff a-d Master Ja
Mr. Wilson, of St. Joseph, thinking | Ferris, of the “.Siberiz” compaj
perhaps the girls had gone to their|were hurt and the scenery of ¢ R
aunt’s. When he was absent the vil-|jauka” and ¢ Siberia” was bad
| lage men, thoroughly aroused, formed ! smashed by a collision at St. Lo
linto several parties to search the |last Sunday.

i woods for the missing girls, as it was
learned that they were last seen half
way home at five o’clock on Tuesday |
evening. :

About ten Wednesday evening a
party came on the two bodies, cold and
dead, lying on their backs, with- their |
heads together, in an unfrequented | *He won’t read the papers, has nothin
by-road, about an acre from the road | say,
to the village. The two girls were| Isas stupid as any old hen is,

{lying side by side, their clothes being  Won’t work, spends the most of his
deranged. The eldest, Mary, had d-| every day

school book on her lap., Their" In playing croquet or lawn tennis.
tougues and eyes protruded, and al
dark circle on each neck showed stran- |
gulation, with evidence of both being |
The corouer was nobitied, @ FOF W15 5 it
| dud all Inquest 1s now going on, A He ain’t fit for any position, by jings,
issued for vne Narerss
Laioque, who had been seen ou the |

——— e

The Only Thing He Was Fit Fo

is three year ago,” said the parent in g
¢ Since I sent my son Billey to college,
He’s back and its really my honest belief
He hasn’t an ounce more of knowledged

¢ And to think what I've spent:on b
clothing and thines ;

‘ 0 s gake Bty o i ,
oulraged. For his sake puts me now in a fury;

yarraul was Excepting to serve on a jury.”

iady-—*“M Med 1

| oud which the girls were on, aud-he Land

has been-arrested. - County Atiorney t whab voun ar

Vinxwell and Deteciive Greer are ou  th ady prtish
i he way 1o Cumberland.  Cumberiand Boarder—*% am . iviny. Mrs 1
[ village  is about sixteen miles from  to vescue sn unfortu s fly frd
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