
Ships That 
Have Passed

iq the Event
of War

(Catholics and Jews are not allowed to 
hold government appointments.)

6. Independence of the courts.
7. Liberal and comprehensive educa

tion.
S. Free trade in South 

ducts.
When tt is stated that the civil ser

vice is utterly incompetent and almost 
utterly corrupt; that the bribery of volks
raad members was common practice, and 
that, in addition to the long standing li
quor, dynamite and railway concessions, 
others had been applied for, it will be 
seen how urgently

Reforms Were Needed,
Petition after petition had been sent to 

Pretoria, only to be rejected.
Then came the Jameson raid.
A. statement of the demands of the 

Uitlander council, made in June, 1899, 
will again illustrate how serious were the 
grievances of the people.

1. ' Legislation by mere 
solution to be abolished.

2. Equitable franchise law and fair re
presentation, with redistribution scheme.

3. English and Dutch languages to be 
officia 1.

4. Reorganization of the civil service.
5. High court to be independent. (At 

present the judges of the high court are 
required, under pain of dismissal, to re
spect any resolution of the , volksraad, 
however hastly it mao- have been pass
ed. This demand was the direct result 
of an action in which an American sub
ject obtained damages against the, gov
ernment.)

6. Reform of education.
7. The cancellation of monopolies. 

(In addition to the long standing liquor, 
railway and dynamite monopolies—the 
last two of which are said to represent 
a permanent tax of from £000,000 to £1,- 
000,000 per annum upon the country, al- 
tnough conducted almost solely in the in
terests of the monopoly holders—there 
are now monopolies engaged in the manu
facture of cocoa, calcium carbide, soap, 
candles, matches, brushes, etc.)

That it should be necessary at the close 
of this century in any civilized country 
for white men of education and ability to 
ask for these rights seems almost in
credible. That they should ask for them 

: in vain seems impossible,
Redress having been promised by the 

British government, it will no doubt be 
secured. And it is only when, the de
manded concessions arc granted that the 
South African Republic will prove 
worthy of its name*.

or rafts. Nothing is toll of the human 
side, but memory can in most cases 
again bring the many ocean tragedies to 
the mind.

One thing that is striking in the list 
is the big losses of sailing ships by Nor
way and the United States, while but 
6 British vessels are classed as abandon
ed at sea, 30 Norwegian vessels of 15,- 
483 tons, and 22 American vessels thus 
ended their career amid the untold suf
fering of the crews.

The cause is not difficult to find, for 
anyone who has visited the Norwegian 
ships that have cast anchor in the roads 
will see that they resembled spavined, 
winded horses. A look at the faces of 
the stolid, long suffering crews of these 
vessels plainly proclaims how hard it is 
to sail those antiquated hulks, for the 
.most of them are dhips that have pass
ed. Many of these seamen desert to 
British ships when opportunity offers, 
for while the British service has its 
drawbacks in the eyes of the sailor, it is 
perfect freedom compared with the slav
ery, starvation wages, and ever present 
fear that the old hulks in which they 
sail will fall to pieces, endured by the 
descendants of the Vikings.

The American losses are no doubt due 
to their passion for seeing how close 
[they ran come to things, and to under
manning. for many of the large, ever- 
grown schooners in the lumber trade are 
insufficiently manned. The great sehoon-

Leicestershire Regiment, 1,000 ; 5th 
(Royal Irish) Lancers, 900; 18th Hus
sars, 900; Royal Artillery, 10th Moun
tain Battery; ,13th, 67th, and 69th bat
teries Field Artillery, ’which together 
number about 700 men. There is* also 
a company of Field Engineers. The 
troops are quartered at Newcastle, 
Dundee, Fort Napier, Maritzburg, Not
tingham Road, Mooi River, Ladysmith, 
and Eshowe. The Natal Volunteer» 
are made up as follows: Natal Naval 
Volunteers, 150; Natal Carabiniers, 350; 
Natal Mounted Rifles, 130;
Mounted Rifles, 200; Umvoti Mounted 
Rifles, 120; Natal Field Artillery, 100; 
Natal Royal Rifles, 175; and the Durban 
Light Infantry, 350. Colonel J. G. 
Dartnell, C.M.G., late of the 27th Reg
iment, is Commandant. Colonel Dart
nell is also Chief Commissioner of the 
Natal Police, which, as we have stat
ed, is

F. R. Cana, who has been contribut- j A Well-Drilled, Well-Mounted Force, 
ing a series of articles to the St. James

'

African pro-

Lloyds Statistics of Marine Sacri
fices in the Cause of 

Commerce.

North East Corner of Natal the 
Most Likely Field uf 

Operations. jBorder

Many Norwegian and American 
Sailing Vessels Among 

the Lost.

Great Britain’s Military Base 
Would Be Situated at 

Ladysmith.

The statistical returns of the vessels 
totally lost, condemned, otc., during 
1898, as compiled by Lloyd’s register of 
British and foreign shipping, have just 
been received from Mr. D. Cartmef, 
Lloyd’s resident surveyor. As usual, 
Britain heads the list of disasters, for 
“she has fed the seas for a thousand 
years, and they call her, still unfed.” She 
lost 217 vessels of steam and sail, a total 
tonnage of 280,932 tons; 139 were steam
ers, and" 78 sailing vessels. Of the lost

^ .-----upt .--I-—r-. ••-

volksraad re-

and is supplied with Maxims. The 
Budget on “Boers and Uitlanders’ strength of the Natal force will

be materially increased by the arrival
soon

writes in that paper as follows:
Although we have Lord Wolseley’s °i_ fresh troops, 

word for it that two complete army garrison of the Cape Colony is at
present small, but is being strengthened.

. ^ . . The approximate figures are: Artillery
ment s warning, yet under the special (with no field guns)> 33,). engineers> gQ.
conditions of warfare in South Africa infantry, 2,600—a total of 3,010 ' _ 
the greater time given for preparation lars. The Cape Colony Volunteers and 
the better. Mules and ponies have to Mounted Rifles number about 6,000 
be purchased, transport wagons pfbeur- : infantry, 3,300; mounted volunteers,

rifle clubs, and rifles, 2,000; artillery and 
engineers, 700. The artillery have eight 
pounders, one 6-pounder, and three 12- 

are at the Cape hundreds of men who pounders. In case of war the forces in 
have taken part in the recent wars with f the Cape Colony would have to be very 
the Matabele. Mashonas, and Bechuan- considerably reinforced. But there are 
as-some of them are also to be found ^^e ports and three distinct lines of 

T . - rail by which troops could be brought
m Johannesburg and the records of to tj,e strategic p0ints mentioned, and 
Carrington’s Horse, the Bechuana- this would be a very important factor 
land Mounted Rolice, and Colonel Plum- in the conduct of operations. The north
er’s Irregular Corps proved the great ern angle of Natal is the weak point, 
value of this kind of fighting man. It Laing’s Nek is only about eight miles 
would be by no means difficult to get from the Transvaal frontier, and, unless 
together a thousand men of this class steps be taken to prevent its occupation, 
—many of Jameson’s old troopers are a Boer force could occupy it in the 
available—and a most valuable addition course of a night and blow np both ends 
they would prove to the regular forces, of the tunnel which pierces it. 'This is 
The creation of such a corps has been probably an additional reason for the 
seriously considered at headquarters, strength of our forces in Natal; for oth- 
and iri the event of hostilities it is cer- 1 erwise the easiest way, so far as the na- 
tain to be formed. Nevertheless, on ture of the ground is concerned, would 
the Imperial troops, aided by the highly- be to invade the Transvaal through the 
trained Cape and Natal volunteers, will j Free State and from Kimberley and 
fall the brunt of the fighting. j Mafeking.

We may now usefully consider the | ,f 
probable

corps are ready to embark at a mo-

regu-

men

s js ed, the artillery force augmented, and 
the men trained in Boer tactics. There

.1

SMeesee
I

Written for the Times. 9

IJean Baptiste Paquette. s
-,

; :
My name ees Jean Ba’tees Raquette, 

I live near h’Ottawa,
If I Was marry? Well, you bet,
Ole Jules Lablanche of Calumet 

Ees my papa-een-lnw.

I

-

t.

I3I
One year ago las' Mardi Gras,

I'm marry Rosalie;
And now I'm fader; oui,, mon gar;
It makes feel good for be papa,

Wid leetle small babee.

. It’s boy or girl, you wan’ to know?
Well, wait, and I will tell;

Hit eome ’bout five, six mont’
My wife get sick, and I was go 

For bring Docteur Labelle.

Bellemdre LaManche, she’s livin’ dere, 
So when dat docteur come.

She say, “fiatees, you keep down stair!" 
I saÿ, “BatePs, prends donc un verre,
_ ’Ski Blanc avec du gomme."

I make myself a leetle drink,
And den I say,. “Mon vieux,

You'gotn’ be fader soon, I fink,
You tike hit?” Den T make a vink,

And say, “Bullee for you."

Den by eu by I’m, not so glad,
I tlnk, “Poor Rosalie,

Maybe she’s feèlin pretty bad,
Maybe she die.” Dat make me sad, 

Perhaps I’H go and see.

ago,

j

Forgives ButThe configuration of the country at oncè ; ■ we gll Uwi 1#U V
marks out the northeast comer of. Na- 1 jn ■ :C ftn
tal as that likely to be the theatre of Pa NM ni' L
war. The Boers, of course, unless, com- lldllll Ul. iDPcRl
polled to act solely on the defensive, w ■ |W n ■ W 1 Q W V
whether they desire it or not some very 
hot fighting is bound to take place not 
far from Laing’s Nek, nor need we 
point out the great moral effect which 
would be produced by a decisive British 
victory on the very spot where our arms 
suffered a reverse in 1881. We have 
already called attention to the great im
portance of the pass through the Drak
ensberg Mountains into the Transvaal, 
but it is impossible to overestimate its 
value. It is as well to bear in mind the 
exact geographical position, A compara
tively narrow neck of British land 
(forming, part of Natal) runs Up between 
the Orange Free State on the west, and 
the Transvaal to the east. Just before 
tlie Natal frontier is reached the Drak
ensberg is crossed at a pass known as 
Laing’s Nek—5399 feet above sea-level.
Across this pass, for the rise is fairly 
gradual, a bicyclist could ride. How- 

the railway is not taken over it,

Free State 
and Britain

Field Operations.

-V

i
Dreyfus Intends to Devote Him

self to Proving His 
Innocence.

President Steyn Says There Is 
Nothing That Warrants 

War,
■3

I go so quiet to de stair,
And den I call “Docteur!”'

He say, “You get away from dere,”
And den, “Taie toi,” says my tiellemere,

“You eau’t keep still for sure.”
DAn I stt «ttffian feel so trtste,

Till some one laugh en haut; »
Dat sound hall right: I say, “Batees, 
You'll like some whisky, just 4e least, 

Small drop, for luck you know.”

: mHe Is Now at Garpentrai, But 
Is Unable to Beceive 

Visitors.

And That the Transvaal Wa= De
ceived by British Diplo

matic Agent.
1

London, Sept. 21.—'The Doily Mail's cor
respondent, who joined the Dreyfus party 
at Bordeaux, and accompanied them to 
Oarpentras, describes Dreyfus as “thought
ful, prematurely aged, with soft eyes, 
smile like a woman's, and rather the ap
pearance of a savant than a soldier.”

When told of the great wave of British 
sympathy in his behalf, he wrung the cor
respondent's hand, , and ■ showed deepest 
emotion. His health, the correspondent 
says, Is tar from satisfactory. He ate

"It is

Bloemfontein, Orange Free State. Sept. 21.
President Steyn read a carefully prepar

ed speech in the volksraad to-day.
After welcoming the burghers, he ex

pressed regret that the relations between 
the Transvaal, Great Britain and the Out- 
landers have become strained. Members, 
he said, were aware, of the meeting of 
Sir Alfred Milner and President Kruger 
at Bloemfontèin, when President Kruger 
made proposals which, although refused 
by the British High Commissioner, 
unanimously considered throughout the 
Orange pree state aa exceedingly fair.

Proceeding to review the negotiations, 
President Steyn said the Transvaal had 
been deceived by the -British diplomatic 
agent at Pretoria. Mr. Oonyngham Greene, 
and he practically accused the Imperial 
government of a breach of faith. He was 
disinclined^ to advise the Transvaal govern
ment on the latest British

m
I drink myaelf a bon sante.

“Batees, I wish you joy”;
And den I hear de docteur say, 
“Hullo. Paquette, I tink he’ll weigh 

Ten pound, dts leetle boy.”
a

I ever,
but tunnels through it. Beyond Laing’s 
Nek is Charlestown, the last place on 
British territory, and just beyond the 
river, which forms the boundary, is 
Volksrust, the first town in the Trans
vaal Charlestown, therefore, it will be | meat yesterday, for the first time, 
seen, guards the pass on the hither side, 1 against The doctor's orders,” said Mathieu . 
w"hile Newcastle is on the sotith. The | Dreyfus.
possession of the pass (i.e., Laing’s Nek) ! “Ah," said the former captain, “let me
is the crucial point. It is needless to have a holiday to-day. I will bo sedate 
dilate on the military advantage which and obedient again to-morrow. I am like 
would ensue, if say, five thousand men a boy just now; feel that I could run and 
were stationed at Laing’s Nek or In- Jump about the green fields for very joy. 
go»o Majuba Hill being a couple of Just think! I shall now be able to laugh 
miles west of the pass. While Laing’s and play with my children in the beautiful 
Nek is of very great importance country.” _

rv tUt t>. After the meal, despite his brother’s half-
Our Military Base laughing protest, he smoked several cigars,

“to celebrate the holiday.”
The sad note amid the rejoicings was 

the dentil of M. Scheurer-Kestner. “I am 
grieved beyond words,” said Dreyfus, ‘‘to 
think that I shall never he able to thank 
that noble heart.” One of his fret acts

I’ll feel so glad I jump dat high, 
I go for run up stair.

De docteur see me come, and cry, 
e “Hole on. I’ll call you by en by. 

De room ain’t quite prepare.”

To wait dis time was much de worst;
I’m feelin pretty queer;

I say, “Batees, yo’ve got a thirst 
For drink to Jules Paquette de First,

He don’t come every year.”

I -

were

I drink his heialt’. and den I cry—
Dat make you laugh to see?

And me. I laugh, and wipe my eye 
I wash my face and tlnk I’ll try 

For go see Rosalie.

I fix up clean, I brush my hair,
Give my moostash a curl,

And when I jus' was reach de stair.
De docteur shout, “Maquette, you 

Here come a ten pound girl!”

I jump dat high; I'm scared you know;
I'm stan’ dere in de hall,

Den call, “Docteur!” He say, “Hello!" 
I say, “Docteur, I wan’ to know 

You tink dat dat is all?”

1Î
demands. The 

present critical state of affairs could not 
be a matter of Indifference to the Orange 
Free State, and he had therefore convened 
the volksraad to decide what attitude 
should be taken. “There is nothing," de
clared the President, “that warrants war

t»
Idere?

would be further south, namely, at 
Ladysmith. This town, as a writer in 
the African Review points out, is the 
key of the strategical position in Natal.
It commands the chief passes through 
the Drakensberg into the Orange Free 
State; from it troops may readily be on obtaining his freedom was to have a 
sent forward to Newcastle, Dundee, or j wreath sent to be placed on the coffin of 
Charlestown; while Ladysmith itself is , his champion and friend, 
papitally adapted for defence. It should 
be remembered that the Free State is 
bound by treaty to help the Transvaal 
in the event of war. Though nominally 
neutral during the war of 1880-1881, 
many of its burghers took the field on 
the side of the Transvaal, and an ar
rangement was come to with certain 
Free State leaders that if the peace ne
gotiations of March, 1881, fell through 
a strong Free State commando should 
cut the line of communication to the 
south of Newcastle, probably in the 
neighborhood of Ladysmith. This town 
and places to the south of it are already 
strongly garrisoned; Ladysmith is only 
about 190 miles from Durban; the rail
way runs through friendly territory the 
whole way, and is not exposed to a flank 
attack till the neighborhood of Lady
smith is reached. The trunk line from 
Capetown to Buluwayo, in addition to 
its very much greater length, would be 
exposed, as we recently pointed out, for 
a very considerable distance, and it is 
highly probable that sections of it would 
be destroyed in the event of war by 
Africander sympathisers with the Trans
vaal Boers. Of course, if the Free State 
were to throw in its lot with the Trans
vaal, this danger would be

or an attack on the part of the Transvaal. 
Such differences can be solved by arbitra
tion. War would be an insult to religion 
and civilization.”

President Steyn, In conclusion, said he 
would take this opportunity to lay certain 
grant laws before the volksraad. praying 
God to give the members strength to pass 
resolutions not only conducive to peace and 
.11 osperity. but also in the interest of their 
beloved state.

Immediately after the speech, President 
Steyn asked the volksraad to go into secret 
session, which was agreed to unani
mously.

He laugh like anyting an’ say, 
“How many more you want?

I guess dat’s all you have to-day. 
You wan’ to see de family, heh? 

Dis way den, en avant!”-
At present he speaks little of pas! events. 

He says: “I have forgiven, but I cannot 
forget." and he intends to devote himself , 
to proving his Innocence, 
been accomplished, he will only ask to be 
allowed to spend the remainder of his days 
with his loved ones, far from the busy 
world.

“His delight at everything,” continues 
the correspondent, “on our journey, was 
that of a man returning from the dead to 
the world he loved. The affection and soli
citude of his brother are touching to see. 
Kls physical weakness causes the deepest 
apprehension to his friends. The Journey 
was, in the main, uneventful, except for a 
few expressions of disappointment on the 
part of people who endeavored to get a 
glimpse of him."

:

When that hasI'm glad to see dem hail, you bet,
I say to Rosalie,

, “Dèt’s splendid babies, Ma’am Paquette, 
I can’t spare one of dem, and yet 

I'm glad you don t have free'”

I $I
Ie

J. H. M.I
*

Troops Will Be Required.
London, Sept. 22—The result of the sec

ret session of the raad of the Orange Free 
State Is not yet known here, but President 
Steyn's speech at the opening of the ses-, 
slon is regarded as an almost Infallible In
dication of the attitude which the "Free

More e eeeeoa
1
o
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I vessels, 81 come under the bead of , ers, carrying a couple of thousand tons 
„ , . . , _ I “wrecked.” Hère are included vessels ; of cargo, in many cases carry, about
Commeutlng, from this point of view, the tjuvt kave been stranded, or tost through half a dozen hands, and, as cam be im- 

I.ondon morning papers are all Impressed , striking r0(.ks, sumk<yl wrecks, etc.; I'd , agined, when anything happens to a ves- 
wlth the added gravity of the situation, ; were abandoned at sea; 49 were broken sel so undermanned, there is nothing for 
and murmurs are being heard regarding pp; 5 wepfi burnt; 32 wwe lost in col- the crew but to get away and let the de- 
the dilatoriness of the government In get- Usion; n foundered imd 26 are missing. ’ relief drift.
ting troops forward. Military men are Thc rol()nie9 )oat gg ves9e]s of 44,044 : --------------------------
said to ue impatient. They assert that |ong

S3 ! Norway comes second in theMwi»
the attitude of the Orange Free «ate and tiiat growmg c«wmt^^ Qf ^ development p
makes the original estimates -I»- j ” with SS cas^lties The j building during the past forty-one
Dutch neutrality too smaH Evidently, a . tke French 62; j
much larger force will be required. T, , r> ^ • To nutoTi yw- )The government U faced with something ! J*»1*. Rusf.a 42’ th*, !
like a dilemma. The leader of the opposi- Span.sh-warsh.ps are excluded-18, the , 
tion has publicly denounced thc precipi- ! 17> and Austro-Hungary j Lritannlc
taney of the co.ontol office in forcing a con- | ^" European countries lost 36 ves Arizona

-;"T rr,T.Ïto convoke parliament. On the other hand, 
if so large an expenditure as the apparent 
attitude of the Orange Free State would 
involve should become necessary, the gov
ernment would be obliged to summon par
liament in October to vote supplies.

military experts, realizing the 
seriousness of the campaign before Great 
Britain, are commenting with

the fact that England Is so be- 
In Berlin

State will take.

:|!j
Cannot Receive Visitors.

Carpentrns, Sept. 21.--Mndame Dreyfus 
is expected here to-night. While Dreyfus’ 
health does not permit of his receiving 
visitors, It is hoped the climate will restore 
his strength during the next few months, 
which he Is expected to spend here.

OCEAN MONSTERS. 
The following table°illustrates

■v?ï
■

some feat-
1

STEALING ELECTRICITY.
—o-----

In Germany the theft of electricity Is 
evidently not considered a crime, for in a 
recent appeal which reached the Supreme 
court, the court held that those properties 
are wanting in electricity which would be 
necessary to constitute it a movable object 
In the sense of the law, and electricity 
must be reckoned as one of the energies 
of nature, like light, sound and heat. The 
laws relating to larceny provide only 
against the theft of movable bodies, and 
therefore would be considered inapplicable 
In this case. Three mechanics secretly at
tached wires to the circuit in the house 
Where they lodged, and thus had their 
room lighted without expense. They were 
sentenced, and the case was brought to the 
Supreme court, with the result Which we 
have noted.

Over a thousand guests were present at 
the first state ball given In Quebec by the 
Governor-General and Lady Minto last 
night. 1

years:
Length. Width. 

Date. ft. in. ft. In. 
. 1858 680 83
. 1874 456 45
. 1879 450

Names.
'Great Eastern :Very Much Intensified;

but it mqy safely be assumed that in 
that case Kimberley, Naauwpoort, and 
Burghersdorp, or positions in the neigh
borhood of those towns, would be held 
by strong garrisons, and made, if neces
sary, the bases for columns converging 
on Bloemfontein, while a fourth column 
Operated against the Transvaal by way 
of Natal.

The normal number of Imperial troops 
iû Natal is about 7,000. There is in 

The pain of a burn or scald is almost addition a very efficient Volunteer force
fifteen hundred strong. The Natal Bo

lt also heals the in- lice might also be counted in, as they 
are really a military body. This force 
numbers over 700 mèn. The troops in, 

severe does not leave a scar. . For sale by Natal include the following: The 2nd 
HendersOn Bros., Wholesale Agents, Vic- | Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers, 1,200

men; 1st King’s Royal Rifles, 1,000; 1st

45 2
..... 1881 515 52

1881 500 50
........  1881 542 6 52.
......... 1883 500 54
........  1888 527 6 63
......... 1890 565 57 6

1893 600 65
625 66

1899 704 68

Servia
Alaska2. City of Rome

In all 1,141 vessels were lost during ' Oregon ...............
1898, 332 steamers and 819 sailing ves- | Paris ..................
sels. The tonnage tost was 820.725 ! Teytonlc .......
Vessels under 100 tons are not included Campania ........
in the returns. Kaiser W. der Gros... 1897

'4.

ïf!German
The tables, with their business terse- Oceanic 

ness and brevity have a fascination about 
them. The simple headings, “wrecked, 
burnt, abandoned at sea, etc., all hide 
stories of the sea, and in many eases 
grim tragedies. The terse details of 
Lloyd's table obscure the stories of the 
drowned mariners, the stories of the suf
ferings of famishing seamen tossing 
about stormy seas for days in lifeboats torla and Vancouver.

astontsh-
'ment on

hindhand 'n her preparations.
It is also believed that Dr. Leydes is act
ing as President Kruger's evil genius, and 
that he Is misleading him by reporting lie 
Is likely to get support, if not assistance, 
from some of the European powers.

Instantly relieved by applying Chamber
lain’s Pain Balm.
Jnred parts more quickly than any other 
treatment, and without the bum is very

r

The Case of 
the Uitlanders

Secretary of South AfricanLeague 
Gives a Brief History of 

the Transvaai.

T.vo Conventicns-Beforms Which 
the Council Demands From 

Kruger.

Mr. Thomas R. Dodd is secretary of 
South African League and leader1 la

the Transvaal Uitlanders in their 
rotest against President Kruger’s meth- 

He is an English Liberal whose 
i. Lstness at Johamnesburg is that of a 
mining engineer. He states the case of 
the Uitlanders in the current Forum.

In a few words, Great Britain has 
I11.11 in possession of Cape Colony since 

in 1837 certain of the Boers, dis- 
Mfied with British iule, migrated to 
north—the exodus was known as the 

|T-t-tit Trek—and set up a republic of 
Paul Kruger is about the

,1::: vug

ills.

1S14;
S:VT.-

rln
l
rhvir own.

survivor of the Great Trek. Iin 1877l;l <t
tin republic was at about the end of its 
tether, with a million dollars of debt, and 
12 shillings and 6 ponce in 1 he treasury- 
Xnarchv came and Great Britain seized 
ih, country. The Boens determined not 

after to regain their independence, 
ai d in 1881 they succeeded, British arms 
stiff, ring severe defeat.

result self government was givenAs a
to the inhabitants of the country, while
the

Suzerainty of Great Britain
practically expressed in the convem- 

whieh was 
The

tion of 1881—reference to 
omitted in the convention of 1884. 
provision, which is still in force, stipu
lates that no treaty into wbieh the South 
African Republic may enter with foreign 
states shall be valid until it has re
ceived the approval of Great Britain. 
The relations created between the Boers 
-the descendants of the Trekkers—and 
the Uitlanders—the later comers—may be 
best shown by the following dialogue, 
which is an extract from the report of 
the discussion at the conference which 
preceded the signing of the Convention.

Mir.' Kruger—There will be equal pro
tection for all.

Sir E. AVood—And equal privileges?
Mr. Kruger—We make no difference so 

fur as burghers' rights are concerned. 
There mav uerhaps be some slight dif
ference in the case, of a young 
who has just come into the country.

Had this declaration of intention been 
expressed in the convention, in set terms, 
the present trouble eouid never have 
arisen.
preted by the Transvaal government in 
a pettifogging spirit, and bit by bit the

person

But the convention was inter-

Rights of Uitlamdea’s
The franchise,were whittled away, 

which, in 1881. was obtainable after a 
12 months' residence, was, at the begin
ning of this year, 1899. practically not 
obtainable at all; for. wtien a 14 years’ 
residence—including a period of 
bation. during which he incurred all the 
responsibilities of citizenship, but did not 
enjoy all the privileges—had qualified the 
applicant, the consent of two-thirds of the 
burghers and the approval of the govern
ment were still required. Consequently, 
it is generally felt by the Uitlanders that 
it has been the intention of the govern
ment to restrict the franchise to one pri-

pro-

vilcged race.
For some years after the .retrogression

thethe country was fairly prosperous, 
revenue just about balancing the expen
diture. But. in 1887. owing to the dis
covery of gold at Borborton. a decided 
change for the better began to manifest 
itself, the revenue leaping from £236.584 
for the last nine months of 1886 to 
£668.433 for the year 1887. • From that 
time on there was a steady increase, un
til: in 1896, the total revenue amounted
to £4.462.194.

The Discovery of Gold, 
first in the quartz reefs of Borberton, 
and later in the unique, conglomerate de
posits at Johannesburg, rendered the fu
ture progress of the republic certain, and 
if rhe rulers hiad been, as wise as nature 
was generous there would have been no 
burning political question in the Trans
vaal to-day.

Liberal as were the terms of the con
vention of 1881. the Boers were rn no 
wise satisfied with them.

The result of their dissatisfaction was 
the convention of 1884, in which there 
was no mention of suzerainty, and which 
was generally more favorable to the 
Boers than that of 1881.

The tendency of the administration 
from 1881 to 1895 may. perhaps, be best 
illustrated by quoting the demands made, 
in 1895. by the body knBwn as the 
Transvaal National Union—an indiscri
minate body, composed of capitalists, 
professional men. merchants and working 
men anxious to secure political reforms. 
Their demands were formulated as fol
lows:

1. A constitution safeguarded from 
hasty change. (It had become a common 
practice to make alterations in the writ
ten constitution, with no more formality 
than that required for ordinary volksraad 
legislation.)

2. An equitable franchise law and fair 
representation. (The stringency of

The Franchise Law
has been already explained. The districts 
where the bulk of the Uitlanders, and in
deed of the entire population, lived, were 
“iily given such representation as the 
number of resident burghers entitled 
them to have).

3. Equality of the Dutch and English 
languages. (The language "employed in 
,,ver 00 per cent, of the business trans- 
-"'t'.ons is English, and the same may be 

, d of the conversation, yet the official 
\ '■■•ngiiage of the country is High Dutch, 

"hirh very few of the burghers under- 
s|:|nd. speaking, as they do, a local pa-
mis.1

I. Hie heads of the government depart- 
7;! is to be responsible to the legislature. 
1 I he members of the executive have no 
M'|i in the valksrnad. and the minister 
“! mines—surely the most important ot- 
h'uil in such a country as the Transvaal 

71s no seat in the executive.)
1 Removal of religious disabilities.
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o

inn., Sept, 22.—In thi 
Court to-day, Judge Ami 
lat stockholders of Britisil 
îall in such relation b| 
e corporate laws of Grea

1er consideration was tbn 
& Northwest America) 

npany, Limited, again® 
■ and William P. Jewett

nts wore owners of stool 
H concern, whose- mad 
pndon. Entend. The cod 
[qn-ently became insolvent 
upon to make good till 
[ei.r stock, the defendant] 
they were not members d 
I corporation, having al 
[stocks. The corporatim 
Ive no legal knowledge 1 
It, and that if assigmmeq 
Imptetl the same was ni 
[with the laws of Grea 
Die provisions of the coj

nts clammed to have giv 
assignment according 

e United States, 
olds that this bring 
'ration
flowed the English custoi 
decision for the compan 
given.
will be appealed.
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l>f Ponton yesterday coud 
price continued his presed 
evidence, and called G. H 
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in support of' the evi 
Newberry to the effee 

ras at the house of Mrs 
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