THE KING READ THE ;
SPEECH FROM THRONE

s

Mr, Chamberlain’s Speech in House of
Commons—The Premier’s Reply —
‘ The Irish Question.

London, KFeb. 19.--King Edward opened
the second parliament of his reign- this
afternoon with the customary eeremony.
The absence of Queen Alexandra, ‘the
Prince and Princess of Wales, and the
Dike and Duchess of Connaught, and
the ‘mourning into which the court has
béen thrown by the death of King Chris-
tian detracted somewhat from the bril-
liance of the pageant. Otherwise the
royal procession from Buckingham pal-
ace to the palace at Westminster and the
proceedings in the House of Juords fol-
lowed the lines ‘of ‘preceding years.
‘Within the gilded chamber a brilliant
scene met the King's gaze as he entered,
attended by all the high officials of state,
bearing the various insignia of the mon-
archy. The hall was crowded to its
capacity. The King, arrayed in robes of
crimson silk and velvet edged with gold
lace, and surrounded by a heavy cape of
ermine, having seated himself on the
throne, commanded' ‘the presence of the
Commeons to hear his speech.

The; speech

Contained No Surprises.

The usual reference to.the continuance of
friendly relations with foreign pewers
was followed by. a pagagra.ph rejoicing
over the fact that the Russian-Japanese
war had been brought toiwan end\by nego-
tiations due to the initiative of the Presi-
dent of the United States.

Referring to. the Morocgan conference
the King said: “If is.earnestly to be
hoped that the result of ghese .negotia-,
tions may be conducive to ithe mainten-
ance of peace amgng. all nasions.”

Mention was made of the Anglov.lapan-
ese treaty, the dissolution of the.union . .of
Norway and Sweden and the qonditionsof
Macedonia, which has continugd to .give
cause_ for anxiety.

The speech announced that the -idea-of
an intermediate stage for a representa-
tive government of the Transvaal :has
been abandoned and that .a new -gounsti-
tution would be drawn up as expeditious-
ly as possible, adding . that _until the
Transvaal assembly meets the imparta-
tion of Chinese will. be suspended. After
announcing the postpgnement .of the.pro-
posed colonial cenference . until .early:in
1907, the King congratulated the Com-
mons on the steady increase in imports
and exports, indicating that thc indus-
tries generally are in a

Sound and Progressive Condition,
but immediately afterward the King in-
vited the earnest attention of the.legis-
lators to the additions made in recent
years to the national expenditures, and
capital liabilities of the state.

The speech closed ,with a mention of
prospective legislation.

An independent paragraph, devoted io
Ireland, was as follows: “My -ministers
have under consideration a plan for im-
proving and effecting .econemies in sys-
tem of government for Ireland and for
introducing thereinto means for associat-
ing the people with the conduct of Irish
affairs. It is my desire that the govern-
ment of the country in reference to or-
dinary law-should be carried out so far
as existing circumstances point in a
spirit regardful of the wishes and senti-
ments of the Irish people, and I trust
that this may conduce to the mainten-
ance of tranquility and good feeling be-
tween the different classes of the com-
munity.”

The other legislation forecasted in the
speech included bills to amend the edu-
cation act, dealing with trade ‘disputes,
of the law regarding colonial marriage,
and the prevention of plural voting at
parliamentary elections.

Immediately after reading the speech
the King returned to Buckingham palace.
It was noticeable that the King was still
suffering from -the injuries to his knee
sustained while out shooting on Novem-
ber 16th last. He walked haltingly, aided
by a stick. His speech was clearly aud-
ible everywhere in the hall, despite ar
oceasional huskiness.

"In the Commons.

The House of Commons .was crowded
when the business of ‘the session: bggan.
The King's speech having been read by
Speaker Lowther, W. H. Dickinson, Lib-
eral, moved the address in a brief speeeh,
and E. D. Ackland, Liberal, seconded 1it.

Joseph <Chamberlain, rising from the
front opposition benches, said he was
speaking at the request of former Pre-
mier Balfour, who was temporarily ab-
sent. Mr. Chamberlain added that he felr
sure the premier, Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, on personal grounds, would
welcome back the men who for a longer
period than any other during the last
century, had led the deliberations of the
House.

Mr. Chamberlain then, turning to the
fiscal question, said the
should remember that its majority in the
House of Commons was much greater in
proportion than its majority in the eoun-
try. In faet, the opposition had neariy
half the country behind them. ¥He said
he was pleased to learn that *here would
be a continuity of Great Britain's for-
eign policy, and asked if the zovernment
could give the House any information in
regard to the Algeciras conference. He
hoped Great Britain would be able to
promote the interests of France, because
it would be in accordance with the wishes
of the whole eountry.

Mr. Chamberlain discussed the pro-
posed changes in the government of the
Transvaal colony. He demanded that the
government give plain answers regarding
the proposed legislation for South Africa
and Ireland, and said that any ineasure
looking to home rule would meet with
strenuous opposition. He also warned
the government that it had not heard the
last of tariff reform.

Premier Campbell-Bannerman, who re-
plied, did not complain of the line of Mr.
Chamberlain’s speech. He said the ques-
tions Mr. Chamberlain proposed to ask
would not harass the government.

Evening Session.

At the night session Premier Campbell-
Bannerman, continuing .to defend the
action of the government in South Africa,
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government ¢
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‘much cruelty. He safd the government
was-net ready to enter into details con-
cerning the tacit plan the government
proposed  for ‘the Transvaal. Regarding
‘the Irish question.the Prem:er said  Ire-
land had not sufficient voice in 'her own
affairs,

John Redmond, Natlonalist congratu-
of their party.: He said Ireland had been
cursed by the worst government in the
world and that it must have seélf-govern-
ment. 5

In Hop_se of Lords.

In the ‘House of Lords the Marquis of
Northampton (Liberal) moved the . ad-
dress in rep!y to the King’'s speech, and
Lord Herschell (hiberal) seconded the
motion. -

Liord Lansdowne {Unidnist), the former
foreign ‘secrelary, . replied. Afier the
usual courteous personal Teferences he
said that -with .regard to the Algeciras
conference ‘he looked with suspicion on
any attempt to correct bad administra-
:tion by international control. Power was
much more likely to succeed.

Continuing, Lord Lansdowne criticised
the preposed legislation for South Africa,
He apked what the paragraph in the
King’s speech meant by -instalments, and
predicted that a change in the present
methods .of governing Ireland would
cause serious alarm and uneasiness.

Lords Ripon,  Salisbury and Crewe
wound up the debate on the address,
which was agreed to, and the House of
Lords adjourned.

MYSTERIDUS DEATH
UF AN ACTRESS

ENGAGES ATTENTION OF
NEW 'YORK POLICE

Woman Believed to “Have Bren Mur-
deced in a Cab After Leaving
Theatre.

"

New York, Feb. 20.—A marder mys-

tery, with -some features mnot unlike
that -ef ‘the famous Paterson case ;of
‘two ' years .ago, is emngaging the atten-
tien -ef ‘the :police to-day. -As in the
-orimne whieh cest -Caesar Young -his
life and Nan Pattersoen, an actress,
meore than a year of:her liberty, a cab
and a woman of the-stage are the prin-
cipal features in ‘the mpystery . of to-
day's murder. The -woman, ' Gussle
Hart, was the victim and the carriage
according to the theory of the police
was the scene of her.gdeath. Several
who are thought to knew
something of the manner in which the
‘woman was killed have disappeared.
\ Thefirst intimation that a crime had
been committed came to the police,
‘when <a physician notified them that
+he ‘had, been -catled to the house-at 261
“West 88th street to attend a -woman
and found ‘her dead. Her skull had
-been fractured. Miss Hart has been
-agppearing in ‘“The -Child Wife” .at a
- theatre sin this city and had theatrical
engagements here until May 6th next.
‘The police were unabtle to learn where
she was from the time she left the
theatre last night until several hours
later when a cab stopped - before the
house where she roomed in West 38th
street. "Then, they say, two men took
her from the cab and carried her into
the house and a few minutes later the
physician was called. ZHe was told
that:a woman was ill. When he reach-
ed the room he found two women and
three men at the bedside. Miss Hart
was dead.

“When :a coroner, who was notified -at
once, reached the reom, none of the
watchers remained.

The body of the woman, awith the
head terribly battered, was lying un-
dgisturbed on the bed and the wad.!
;along the stairway .up which it had
been .carried were smeared with bloed.
The police are now searching for the
cab for the twe men 'who carried the
woman’s body to her room.

dLiater the police arrested Edward
Murphy, a dancing master, who was
with Gussie Hart last night and is said
tc -have called the doctor. Murphy
said that he went with Miss Hart and
another actress about midnight last
night to the Little ‘Savoy, a :cafe and
saloon at 269 West 388th street. They
remained there drinking .some time, he
said, Miss Hart taking only soft
drinks. -As she was leaving, Murphy
said she fell down a flight of twenty
steps. She was unconscious when he
reached her. Assisted by waiters he
carried Miss Hart to a cab and took
her to her room.

THE YERKES ESTATE.

Holdings of Former Traction Promoter
Will Probably Not Aggregate
Six Millions.

Chicago, I1l., ‘Feb. 20.—The Chronicle to-
day says: ‘“Startling repurts have reach-

reputed $15,000,000 estate of Lhe
Charles T. Yerkes is fictitious. That it
will not aggregate more than $6,000,000
is a report credited by Chicago hankers
who have had occasion to
vestigation of the former
moter’s holdings. &

‘“Since the death of Mr. Yerkes much
of the supposed values of traction stocks
in Chicago and London are declared :o
have dwindled to an enormous degree.
This situation has placed in icopardy the
gigantic New' York hospital project,
which the late traction king had provid-
ed for in his will as a monument to kjs
memory.

“That the estate of Mr. Yerkes could
not truthfully be quoted at $15,000,000 was
admitted last night by Attorney Clarence
Knight, who represented Mr. Yerkes
during the closing years of his life, and
who drew the will disposing of this pro-
perty. ‘There never was any authorization
for the statemént that the Yerkes estate
would amount to .$15,000,900, he said.
‘‘There was nothing in the will to indi-
cate that such was the aggregate value
of the estate. As to whether the estate
will amount to mere or less ihan ‘$15,000,-

traction pro-

000 I have nothing to say.”

o

lated the Liberals on the great wvictory:

ed the ears of Chicago financiers that the |
late |
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For Establiskment of Provincial

Institntion. .

v

. The opening session of the second
annuszl convention of the British Col-
umbia Association of School Trustees
was held on Monday in the assembly
room of the High school. Very little
besides routine business was transact-
ed on that oceasion, the election of of-
ficers being the most important matter
upon the\tapls. ‘This morning’s pro-
ceedings, however, were more interest-
ing, a subject which now wunder gen-
eral discussion throughout: British Co-
lumbia coming up for debate, namely,
the establishment of a British Colum-
bia university and, incidentally, the ef-
fect ¢f the bill concerning affiliation
with McGill College now before the 1o~
cal legislature should it become law.
Trustee Miss Cameron opened with a
clever address in which she spoke
strongly against the McGill measure
and expressed the opinion that the
present was the time for the establish-
ment of a state university in this prov-
ince. She was followed by Superinten-
dent of Schools Argue, Vancouver, who
suppcrted the measure contending that
it only provided for the bridging over
of the interval which must elapse be-
fore British Columbia students could
hope to enjoy the advantages of higher
education.

L. B. Ferguson, acting chairman of
the Vancouver Board of School Trus-
tees, was voted to the chair last even-
ing in the absence of President Clubb.
J. J. Deugan, regpiresenting the Cum-
berland Board, performed the duties of
secretary. Among those in attendance
from outside points were the following:
Dr. E. C. Arthur, Nelson; W. H. Ed-
wards, Kamloops; T. TFloyd,; Revel-
stoke; J. W. Creighton, Jehn Peck and
W. Peebles, New Westminster; L. B.
Ferguson and Superintendent of School
Argue, Vancouver; J. C. Foote, Tolmie;
W. Manson ,M. P. P., Nanaimo; Car-
roll ,Ladysmith; King and Miller, Ce-
dar Hill; J. J. Dougan, Cumberland.
All members of the local board, with
the exception of Trustee Lewis, were
presant. City Superintendent  Dr.
Eaton was a.lso among the attend-
ants.

After the usual {formalities officers
were elected as follows:

President—George Jay,
Nelson.

Vice President—Dr.

Secretary-Treasurer—J. J.
Vancouver.

Credential Committee—Peck,
gett and Dr. Arthur.

Resolutions Committee—Miss Camer-
on,- R. ‘Mowat, J. J. Dougan.

Trustee Miller moved seconded by
Trustee’ King, both of Cedar Hill, as
follows:

“Phat every school trustee in the
Province of British Columbia is ex-
officio’ a member of this association,
and every board may delegate its vote
or votes by proxy to any member of
this: asseciation.”

It twas carried unanimously.

There was some difference of opin-
ion as to the appointmént and duties
of an. executive committee. Finally a
motion introduced by Trustee Mowat
providing for the appointment of a
committee consisting of Trustees Pee-
bles, Miller and Ferguson to formulate
recommendations for a later -session,
carried. :

The @gession shortly afterwards ad-
journed:until 9 o'clock this morning. .

Trustee Jay was voted to the chair
upon the assembly of the delegates this
forenoon and immmediately ealled upon
Trustee Dr. Hall for the introduction
of a discussion on the “Heaith Inspec-
tion aof School Buildings and School
Pupils.” The Ilatter opened his re-
marks by reading the appended reso-
lution:

“Whereas physical health, including
normgal function of eye, ear and brain,
pre-reguisite to the pupil taking the
fullest advantagas of the facilities pro-
vided by the public school, and that a
large percentage of children of school
age labor under such physical disabili-
ties, and further, that children with
communicable diseases frequently
gain access to our public schools, to
the great detriment of other pupils.

“Be it resolved that in addition to
the careful medical supervision of at-
tending pupils, all pupils applying for
admission to the public school should
be examined by the medical health of-
ficer with special reference to the fol-
lowing points: 1, mental development—
idiocy, critinism; 2, tuberculosis—of
lungs, bones and joints; 3,  eye—tra-
choma, stratbismus, defects of sight; 4,
ear, chronic discharges, -focus of hear-
ing, recurrent deafness; 5, nose and
thrqat ,mouth breathing, nasal obstruc-
tion; 6, physical deformity, club feet,
curvature spine, birth marks, tumors,
hideous deformities, and if found in a
condition fit to commence their pub-
lic school education, the medical offi-
cer shall issue a certificate to that ef-
fect. If the applicant be found phy-
sically unfit ,the parents or guardian
should be made acquainted with the
fact, and if the disability be one amen-

Victoria.
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.| able to medical or surgical skill, be in-

structed to have said disabiMity remov-
ed ,failing to comply with such in-
structions that said parents or guar-
dian be notified that liability attaches
to them under the criminal code for ne-
glecting to provide medical treatment
for their children. In case of the par-
ents or guardian not being in a finan-
cial position to meet the requirements,
the medical health officer shall pro-
vide such treatment.”

He then went en to enumerate a
number of strong arguments in favor
of the adoption of tke recommenda-
tions contained in his meotien.

A lengthy debate followed, culmin-
ating in the following resolution from
Trustee Miss Cameron, secended by
Trustee Peck:

“That this association ask the gov-
ernment for legislation to secure a
medieal inspection of all school ehil-
dren before the admission to the scheal

gation of school b ng : :

This passed wm M much’ op-
position. ;

The “Time m nunc!on of School
Hours and Summer Vacation” proved
a somewhat yexed The dis-
cussion was led by mee Peck, of
New Westminster, who thought no
harm could possibly come’ of placing
an extra hour upon the time allowed
for studies during the winter months.

{ He would like to See the convention

Miss Cemron Declares Hour is Ripe | Mr.

upon some such suggestion.
~Floyd, of  Revelstoke, advocated
opening the school at 9 o'elock in the
morning, ‘but didn’t think it advisable
to extend hours past 3 o’clock in the
afternoon. He deprecated the general
habit of burdening the children with
toc many home lessons. He submitted
a motion to the effect that the schools
open at 9 o’clock ‘and that the summer
vacation of schoels “east of the Cas-
cades” be extended over a period of
two months motead of six weeks, as
heretofore.

Trustee Miss Cameron moved in amend-
ment that the clause ‘‘east of the Cas-
cades” be struck.eut, -and her objzction
met with the approvel of quite a num-
ber present, especially those reprzseaiing
the western sections.

Finally, upon -the suggestion of Mr.
Ferguson, of Vanceuver, the original mo-
“tion was reconstructed.to read that the
summer. holiday -be’ not more than two
months or less than six weeks, the set-
ting of the exact time being left to the
discretion of the various school boaras.

.The time of opening throughout the year

was left as 9 ©o’clock. This passed.

A debate on the “Hstablishment of a
British Columbia - University”” was open-
ed by Trustee Miss; Cameron in a charac-
teristically terse manner. She remarked
that if it was necessary that her remarks
be based upon a ‘resolution she would
make one, namely: ‘“Resolved, that the
time for the founding of a provincial
University is now.” What she intended
to say on the subject would refer to it
in a broad way, and it was her desire to
draw atlention te the experience of the
province of Manitoba with respect to the
establishment ¢J a provincial University.
The Manitoban College had been founded
in 1878. It started with twenty ‘pupils
and very little money. But the govern-
ment had been far-seeing, and set aside a
land grant of 25,000 acres by way of an
endowment—a property that now was
worth between $3,000,000 and $4,000,000. 1t
boasted of five chairs at the present time
and was in a flourishing condition gener-

ally. is she cited as an evidence of the
neces: of forming a nucleus in the
tafting of any big undertaking. Around

that it would grow. It was not good
policy to speak of being poor and waiting
for something to turn up. In any move-
ments, no matter how small or great, the
first step was the most important. (Ap-
plause.)

Trustee Miss Cameron went on to say
that nobpdy could be induced to support
a nebulous proposal. If the government
could be induced to set aside crown lands
for the endowment of a University as-
sistance of a substantial character could
be depended upon from outside sources.
As far as she could see bill 13, now before
the previncial House, only provided for
the delivery to MeGill University of
moneys for which nothing more was ob-
tained than at present It only mean:
that the sum mentibned would ‘be paid
and the formatien ofl the curriculum in
the High schools would be placed entire-
ly in the hands' of McGill. Other vague
promises were heard, but ‘like the Shy-
lock story, they were not in the bond.”
It appeared to her to be a ' business pro-
position on the part of the Eastern in-
stitution. They - were sowing small ex-
pecting tc reap large - returns. Surely if
they had that much faith in the .future
of the west residents of British Columbia
might evince: the same confidence in the
development of its resources. (Applause.)

In an interview with_ the provincial
government, a member of the cabinet had
said that the setting aside of a grant for
a  University endowment was no new
thing. It had been under consideration
for fifteen years. Replying, she pointed
out that anything incubating for tha:
length of time should surely be prepared
to give evidences of life. (Laughter.)

Concluding, the speaker contended that
Dr. Tory, of McGill University, had not
been altogether frank with the public.
Three statements had been made, name-
Iy, that Torento University had refused
affiliation, that MecGill alone could sup-
ply it. and that MeGill was non-sectarian.
All of these, she stated, were incorrect,
although perhaps_ not " intentionally so.
At any rate, now was the time for the
first step for a provincial Univer-
sity, and she recommended that another
deputation wait upen the government
advocating 3 land endowment. (Ap-
plause.

When the session adjourned Supt.
Argue, of Vancouver, was speaking in
favor of affiliation with MecGill

The discussion is in progress this after-
noon.

———
FILIBUSTERS BOMBARDED.
Part of Their Factories Destroyed by
Moroccan Warship.

Mallaga, Spain, Feb. 19.—Dispatches
from Melilla, Morocco, dated yesterday,
apnounce that the Moroccan warship
Sidi El Turki bombarded the factories
belonging to the French filibusters at
Marchicia, destroying a pertion of the
works. The Moroccan rebel forces re-
sponded to the warship’s attack, without
result.

This is a renewal of the recent incident
between the French and Moroccdh war-
ships which it is feared complicate the
situation at Algeciras, as the Moroccans
assert that the rebels are co-operating
with the French filibusters against the
maintenance of Moroccan authority.

LIPTON PRESENTS CUP.

| Will Be Competed for by Yachts of Mas-

sachusetts Association.

Bosten, Mass., Feb. 20.—S8ir Thes. Lip-
ton has offered and the Boston Yaeht
Club has accepted in trust a $500 cup to
be raced for by the 22 rating class of the
Yacht Racing Association of Massachu-
setts. The cup will become absolutely
the property of the winner first winning
two championships. He need not neces-
sarily win with the same boat or two
years in succession.

LABOR LEADER DEAD.

Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 20.—Peter B.
McGuire, one of the founders of the
Federation of Labor, and fermer seere-
tary-treasurer of the Brotherheod of
Carpenters and Joiners of America, a
at his home in Cambden, N. J., last nxkh‘
a.ft.er a long illness.

| enclosed a resolutien passed by
| school board asking for sewer connec-

lﬂ! ON. H‘-I'Y COUNCIL

™S

wtofﬁnutlmmt!w ?r,es Connect-
ions—Interesting Report on System
of Accounting.

A deputation from the Jubilee hos-
pital board, consisting of H. Dallas
Helmcken, Thos. Shothelt, R. Brett
and J. Forman, waited upon t‘le city
council on Monday and before the
regular proceedings were taken up the
daeputation was heard.

Mr. Forman explained that the ques-
tion of seweérage brought the delega-
tion to th2 council. The city had pro-
vided a septic tank for the isolation
hospital, but the sewerace system was
rot yet altogether satisfactory. It had
been asked what value the  city gets,
from the hospital. In answer he said
that last year 8389 free patients had
been treated, representing over 10,600
days’ stay at a cost to the hospital of
§1.25 per patient. The city had already
expended $2,000 on sewerage. The city
was now asking for a right of way
through the hospital grounds, and the
deputation wanted ‘to know if the
council would convert the present sys-
tem at the hospital into the proposed
new main free of cost to the hospital,
in return for a free right of way.

The city engineer at this juncture
submitted a plan of the sewer and re-
ported that the total cost for the con-
nection asked for was $620. This call-
ed for 700 feet of sewerage, 200 feet of
which were on the street. The ‘estim-
ated cost of the connection within the
hospital grounds would be $400.

Mr. Helmcken said that the matter
ol sewerage was a very anxious one
with the board inasmuch as the pro-
vincial board of health threatened, un-
less the work was done, to put the hos-
pital to very large expense in the way
of compelling sanitary arrangements.
He contended that the city had a right
to assist the hospital to the extiv}y
mentioned.

Ald. Stewart thought it was only fair
that the request should be acceded to.
Ald. Hall snoke to the same effect.
There appearing to be a general de-
sire on the part of the council to grant
the ‘request, the deputation were in-
formed that their business would be
dealt with at once., and the delegation

withdrew.

The council proceeding to routine, a
communication from Hon. Wm. Tem-
rleman was read, stating with refer-
ence to the waterfront lot on Rock
Bay that the city should utilize the
revenue received from the Gonnason
Mill Company and Taylor Mill Com-
pany to improve the property inwues-
tion. Received and filed.

A report from the secretary of the
school trustees enclosed a copy of de-
tailed estimates. Referred to finanece
commitee. t

Another report from the same source
the

tion for the Rock Bay school.

Langley & Martin asked for the ap-
rroval of the council for the erection
of a wharf for the Victoria Chemical
Works according to plans submitted.
Referred to city engineer for report.

J. Patton forwarded a lengthy com-
munication regarding street deviation
on Skinner street, Victoria West.

It was proposed to refer this to a
streets committee, but Ald. Stewart
protested. This was something for the
whole council to treat. The matter
was very difficult to settle. Aill Viec-
toria West, he said, is pretty much in
the same way.

Ald. Fell believed that wherever the
error is it should be ascertained. He
proposed that $1,000 be set aside for
getting an aet framed setting forth
what was the right survey. He un-
derstood there was and there was not
an official map. .He understood that
some pasteboard map was in the regis-
try office. This city had the result on
Pandora and Blanchard streets of two
surveyors disagreeing.

His Worship thought Ald. Fell was
going about the matter in the wrong |
way. He favored the people being first
approached and a business propeosition
afterwards made to the government
for approval.

Ald. Yates thought His Worship did
not understand the people of Victoria
West. He thought Ald. Fell's mode of |
procedure the better ene.

A discussion followed,
recommendation was laid on the table
until the estimates were considered.

The managemant of the Seamen’'s In-
stitute applied for a grant for that in-
stitution. Referred to the finance com-~
mittee for report. His Worship noting
in passing the good work being done
by that place.

A letter from G. L. Milne suggested
that certain information pertaining to

scheol matters be obtained. Received’

and referred to the school
forward the informadtion.

Wm. Winsby, secretary of the Vic-
toria Kennel Club, asked for an ap-
propriation of $100 towards the defray-
ing of the expenses of the bench show
in April. Referred to the finance com-
mittee for report.

The Vietoria Tourist Association ex-

board to

’ tended an invitation to the Mayer and
| members of the council to attend the
| meeting in the eity hall to-night. Re-
| ceived and filed and the invitation ac
| cepted.

%
F. B. Kitto, seeretary of the 8. P.
C., asked for the annual approprih-
tion to that body. Referred to qhe
finance committee for report.

City Clerk Dowler reported the
ceipt of a number of communications
which had been referred to the' differ-
ent "departments. . Received and filed.

The sanitary officer and building in-
speetors reported that an old bauilding
to the rear of No. 38 Douglas street,
also some old shacks were unsanitary.
Received and adepted, :steps fo be
taken by the proper officers to CArTy
out the subject matter .of the report.

The city engineer reported recom-
mending that the permit be granted teo

Sj!mons & Coker fer an excavation un-

|aér the sidewalk. Received and adopt-

' d. the form of license under which the

and the |

~John
lows:
A. J. Morley, Esq., Mayor, Corpormbn of
‘the City of Victoria, Victoria, B. C.*
Dear Sir:—In accordance with your re-
quest, I have inspe the system of ac-
counting now in vogue at the city hall,
and will give you a brief report npon the
items which most impressed me during
this work.
City Bagineer’s Office.—~I find that in
this office there is recorded a great dedl

done on streets, waterworks, sewars and
other civic works, and I can understand
that all these statistics must be of con-
siderable value to your city engineer as
well as to the city council. In this de-
partment I counted nineteen nooks, show-
ing expenditure on differeut services, and
to these must be added the various sum-
maries and recapitulation sheets used in
segregating the expenditure before entry
in the books. I have no hesitation in say-
ing that this clerical work, which ap-
pears to be performed with great ¢are on
the part of the engineer’'s accountant.
might be very considerably reduced if
fewer beoks were employed, these books
being especially ruléed to meet the re-
quirements.

Treasurer’s Department.—Monthly sum-
maries of cash receipts and disbursements
are prepared, and these figures are post-
ed to the general ledger. I would recom-
mend that more direct methods be em-
ployed in this case, reducing labor and
avoiding the risk of an incorrect distribu-
tion. T think that the whole of the civig
revenue should be directly received at
the treasurer’s office, the present method
allowing some of the. moneys to pass
through the hands of various coilectors
before reaching the treasurer, some. of
the work Dbeing inevitably duplicated
without any apparent advantage to the
city.

Auditor’'s Department.—Under the pre-
sent system your anditor exercises very
wide administrative powers, and is also
charged with a certain amount. of clerical
work, both of these functions, in- the
case of the city of Victoria, being eo-
existent with the duties of an independ-
ent scrutineer of the financial transac-
tions of the city. I cannot but think
that the present conditions might be im-
proved by so re-arranging and combin-

the respective departments of the treas-
urer, auditor, and engineer, that the
whole volume would be reduced by, say,
one-third, the civic audit to then comsist
of a critical survey and independent .ex-
amination of the whole of the financial
transactions, the auditor being. freed
from administrative and clerical duties.

General.—The arrangement and loca-
tion of the offices is not convenient, and
I am satisfied that if these Wwere more
closely connected, or, a8 far as ihe ac-
eounting work was concerned, thrown
into one large rooth, there would be a
saving of time affected, as the clerks
would then be more easily interchange-
able between the different departments.
In charge of this office there should be a
comptreoller of chief accounts, whose
duties might be combined with those
presently performed by your-ireasurer.

It will be understood thaf in the limir-
ed time then at my dispesal, I could not
make an exhaustive examination of the
manner in which the -clerica
performed, but from what ecai
my neotice I should be of the opin
this was very carefully done, ai
any suggestions towards improvemnient in
method would be considered carefully and
carried out with strict observance of the
newer rules. I must say, however, that
I am impressed with the present lack 5f
means whereby the results or figures in
one deparitment may be checked er proved
by the records of another. I should
strongly recommend that these methods
of testing the accuracy of the swork be
adopted; this might be accomplished by
same revision of the system and form of
the accounts, and these changes would,
in my opinion, tend towards simplifica-
tion.

Where the clerical and detail work must
of necessity be heavy, I think it is im-

employed, and that it should be possible
to use simple means of guarding against
omissions of any kind and in any de-
partment, and any changes or modifica-
tions of the systems should bc made
with these objects in view.

JOHN F. HELILIWELIL,

Chartered Accountant.

His "Worship suggested that the re-
port be considered by the whole coun-
| cil. In conversation with Mr. HelH-
well that gentleman informed him that

of detajled information as te the work |

ing the clerical work now performed in |

portant that the mest direct methods be |

the city hall officials were very cap- !

the city of Victoria more fortunate
than Vancouver in its city hall staff.

]able and careful men, and he thought
|
| the

If the report was considered by
xcouncil Mr. Helliwell
| and answer questions. Received and
! the report will be taken up by a com-
mittee of the whole.

The finance committee recommended
accounts totalling $2,549. Adopted.

The streets, bridges and sewers com-
| mittee recommended that the appli-
cation of Brackman-Ker Milling Com-
| pany for the operation of a steam
j wagon on streets be approved. The re-
port was adopted.

Ald. Vincent’s motion providing for
permanznt sidewalks on a number of
city streets was next taken up and
carried.

It was moved by Ald. Fell that the
proposal of the board of directors of
the Jubilee hospital to grant a right of
way for a city sewer through the hos-
pital grounds on cendition  that the
| corporation make connections thereto
with the hospital system of sewerage
| without cost to the hespital be accept-
ed, and that the city solicitor be in-
structed to prepare the necessary
agreement. The motion was carried.

The time for receiving. tenders for
electrical supplies was extended till the
12th of March, after which the meet-
ing went into committee of the whole
to discuss the estimates.

- —

BURNED TO DEATH.
Remains of Man Found in Ruins of His
Cahin.

Skagway, Feb. 19.—Geo. Bauerman was
Nburned to death at Whité Horse yester-
day. He took a bottle of whiskey to
cabin, which a few hours later was
flames. Bauerman’s gemains were dis-
covered in the ruins of the nouse. Bauer-
man had been at White Horse several
years. A sister resides at Cleveland,
Ohio.

“I've made up my mind to punch Cad-
ley’s head the first time I see him.” “Old
man, you'll need to make up something
i besidcs your mind or it may be the iast
| tine yewll_see him—or anybody eise.'’—
l Phiiadelphia Press. i

would attend |

WORK RECOGAIZ8)

— —

HONORARIUM SENT To
LIGHT KEEPER’S WiFp

Pacific Coast Company Present:d Mrs
Patterson of Cape Beale W.ih $250
—laquiry Closed To-Day.

s ——

‘When the inquiry into the wreck
the steamer Valencia was resumed :
Tuesday, Siupt. Hussey of the Pro.
cial Police, was.called and testified t
soon after the wreck he received i
mation of the fact. A couple of d
afterwards his department tendered
services in the recovery of bodies, a
three constables were detailed for tl
work, who were instructed to get
minute description of each body reco:
ered and telegraph same to witness. A
soon as these particulars were receive
they were handed . over to the loca

Dréss ‘and given to the agents of th
steamship company. Witness had hear|

of traversing the shore.

Witness submitted a detailed list of
passengers and crew of the Vlanecia
totalling 164. There were 38 gurviv 1
32 identified bodies and 27 unidentifi
had been picked up. It was under i
structions from the government th
the Provincfal police acted., Everythir
possible was done for the recovery
bodies.

To Mr. McPhillips witness explail
that there was but one Dominion |
liceman in the city, Constable Deas
of the Indian department, and that
ficer was sent to the scene of the wre
He did not think it probable that a,
more_ bodies would be washed ;mwﬂ
but should them be, the Provincial no
lice officers on the ground would takd
care of them and report. As soon as
the wreck was reported every available
boat was sent to the scene. but the
Provincial police did not anticipate the
saving of life, but rather the recove;
of bodies. They were also authori
to offer a reward of $10 each for the
recovery of bodies.

Captain Gaudin said he was pleased
to learn that the Pacific Coast Stean-
ship Co., recognized the heroic services
rendered by Mrs. Patterson, wife of the
nght-hguse keeper at Cape Beale, a:
had forwarded that lady a cheque for
$250 in .recognition of same. The con-
pany had also intimated their inten-
tion of compensating the several per
sons who aided in the rescue of sur-
vivors or the recovery of the bodies of
victims. It would also be put on rec-
ord' that the commissioners recon

mend. th~ D unent to re-

¥ r good
re

e SR arks
4 480 > him . € commis-
sioners  might also ai¢: in securing re
cognition for those wnao distinguished
themselves during this unfortunate af
fair, Irom the Carnegie fund. He com-
rlimented all concerned on the prompt
exertions put forth to render assist-
ance.
Captain

the gnay

Langley was thé last wit-
ness. He was one of those who went
up on the Queen, the first to reach the
scene of the wreck. The Queen went
within three-quarters of a mile of the
wreck and he saw people move on the
after part of the ship. They also heard
three shots fired from the wreck, show-
ing that there was life there. The
Queen could not get in closer, so the
hailed the Czar, being a smaller boat!
They were told by the Czar that th
latter had to report to the Salvor, bu
it was impossible to get in close, s
high was the sea running.

“What could the Czar have done
asked Captain Gaudin.

Witness thought that the Czar mig!
have got in closer, but then she cou
not do much, as her small boats coul
not live in the sea. Some years
witness stripped the wrecked ‘“Vesta
which was lost about 200 yards fro
the wreck of the Valencia, and
though the weather was then fine tl
had to use rafts.

In reply to Captain Cox, witness
plained that when they asked the
to 89 in, their opinion was that
being a shorter boat, she would be
to manoeuvre better. Then the I
ka came up and relieved the Q
and the latter left the scene. At
time abmost everything was oblite
by fog and darkness.

Asked for his opinion as to imp:
light service, witness suggestes
electrie flash light, at a point opp
the Valencia wreck.

This coneluded the inquiry ,w
gan on the 5th instant. There we!
all twelve sessions.

HUNGARIAN CRISIS

Francis Kossuth Emphasizes Da
of the Present Situation.

London, Feb. 20.—Francis Kossut!
an article contributed to the. Chro:
io-day on the Hungarian crisis en:j_'
sizes -the danger of peace and tne
ance of power of Europe involved
those complications. Herr XKossl
says that no one can tell what the
sue will be excent that Austria-H:
gary has-ceased tp be a great D«
and will not become again till inter
tional peace has been re-establist
on the basis of constitutional libert

Will Prevent Meeting.

Buda Pesth, Feb. 20.—The offi
Gazette to-day published a notificat
of the royal commissioner, Gene!
Nyieri, upholding the legality of v
terday’s dissolution of the Hungarl
parliament, and warning the depul
that any attempt to hold sittings
the house convened for .to-morrow
be prevented by armed force.

TWO MEN DROWNED.

20.—J. T. Farnam
shingle bolt dri:

Sedro-Woolley, Feb.
and Herbert Hatton,
ers, were drowned in the south fork
the Nooksack river on Sunday nig
while attempting to .eross Lhe river in
boat from the timber where they had
been working. . Eight>men were in (1€

boat and six reached the shore safely

several suggestions as to better mea, S

o
Soctalists Rally to He
“Return For Ald
Act Amer

Victoria

The legislature thi
ed itself to rather
ness. Nothing whic
very acrimonious de
discussion. The Socia
bill to amend the El
ed on the order pajy
This was accomplis
the majority of the
porters who rallied a
1n swearing allegianc|
cialist leader and in g
of a.ppeasing him.
showed a disposition
tempt to force non-
tion through the Ho
‘When on the Land al
missioner ran again
cles in the way of an
mier was seen to co
make the mistake of
court defeat. The objd
ments were laid ove
sideration and busine

The Governor of the
MclInnes, occupied a
of the legislature for
ing the afternoon =
taken by the membe
to extend good wishe
gratulate him upon h

Before the legislat
H. Hawthornthwaite
ter of education if tk
missioner Lampman (
drawing books had
the department. The
ister of education we
had not yet been rec

Prayers were read
Swe=t.

W. Davidson prese
from E. Miller and
labor in smelters.
the table.

New B

On the motion of th
8on, a bill to amend th
Act,” was introduced,
and ordered to be reg
to-morrow.

On the motion of
Green, a bill to amen
lumbia Land Surveyoy
introduced, read a firs
ed to be read a secon

Elections

J. H. Hawthornthw
the following resolutig
to amend the Provine
be placed upon the o
for consideration of (
whole House on Thu
that there had been g
tion for yvears
labor bills. He
if these bills were t
should be so dealt witk
such a manner
show how me rs §
been led to believe th|
of the committee on t
casion stated the vot
mistake,

Hon. R. G. Tatlow
the insinuation levelleg
himself. He said he v
feat the bill and would
resolution.

W. J. Bowser said }
resolution but not on t
by the mover of it.
ing the resolution bed|
thornthwaite had accey
amendment by making

Hon. Chas. Wilson p|
bill introduced by N
waite should stand ov{
fit to introduce
nection with a bill wl
torney-general) had in

L. W. ord said
etate that as chairmar
tee he was satisfied t
that particular occasic
taken. He still believd
correct.

W. Davidson favor
thought it had bee
ly by the House.

J. A. Macdonald said
the same opinion on th
been all along. The op
9‘ censistently on  thi
Ware on record as oppo
seoond reading. The
tengeil to prevent
the' ballot paper. By
cranks” from getting
cranks,” he did not mg
socialists and labor m
both be able to put up
quired he thought. Wt
allude to were disgr
and Conservatives who
sition to the great m
respective parties
til a better means could
¢oming this difficulty th
well stand.

John Oliver
of the debate,
being raised b;
he withdrew th

The resolution
lowing division:

Yeas: Me
Hall, Hawtl
Bride, Wilson,

Ser, Ross, A. McDor
Taylor, Wright, Youn s:
80wan, Shntfwrv

Nays
Murphv JUHO\ ns,
Macdonald, Henderson,
80n, Wells, Cameron,
Clifford—is.

Questions and /

John Oliver asked t
followlna questions:

1. Did the governm
holders of the Pacific
Omineca Railway Cor
“That the government
Pared to admit the liabil
Ince under the Pacific
Omineca Subsidy act u

soine

himse

Shatf

n de

enter

moved

but or

bad been made to the c

2 If not, why not; and




