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inadians Make
Gas Attack in Hist
Five Thousand Drums of Lethal Gas Hurled.

at Enemy’s’ Positions With Most Dis-

war, A ccirftured airman eiafed; ‘This offenslve is the result of
Mpent‘ioﬁ. We must have peace quickly now.’

“Our troops thruout the 23rd And 24th were very hard
pressed by the endless onrolling legions, thru whose wepry ranks
tresh divisions were being continually poured.

“The magnificent defence which the slowly-retiring British
line has made thus far may assuredly constitute one of the
greatest epios in history. ST TN
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temporarily 1ouked ugly when the enemy outfladked us and his
Canadians tonight af

q’%lryf poufed out in order, to extend an iniﬁ’plnc move-
‘ment. . But vigoris counters drove the ememy back and \ , 8 ; : id Fo
’ Gl o 3 4 v 1 Hi170. ‘Sharply at 11 o’clock & signal Tocket gave notice of its | L i
restored ouf position. - ‘ beﬁlngini;’y ent later over five thousand drums of Jethal ia 3
¢ ; - gas, Bimdlﬁ”ﬁeoui;y released from projectors, were hurled into v '
battle front, the eunemy’s unforgettable concentration of guns, enemy territory from the outskirts of Lens to Cite St. Auguste
which s the greatest ever collectéd—a vast hetacomb marking and Béis de Dix Huit.  From his-front’lines and strong points,
tﬁgwmofﬁuadvance.wuh the French troops, on our right, : favoring winds carried the poisonous clouds back upon the
after fhe_‘ié'ng,thy rest, at the top of their dashing ‘morale. enemy’s dugouts, suppor;;s;1 xfeservelt,l ::1: mbz, m m’;l:;
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B where"opr PSS T b TP of timee hear the enemy’s gas alarm and cries of distress from the hos-
bad to’ cease killing thru sheer exhaustion. Never have the tile. tremehies. % ; i i
British armies so superbly met such an overwhelming test. In-
ciuded are the South African contingents and the Newfound-
land battalion, both of which have ben fighting magnificently.

“The fourth day of the offensive has failed to bring any
surprises, altho the long-range guns are doing their utmost day
and night.’””
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were reported in the statement frof
t night. -Thc state

merit read: .

the war office-

Nine minutes later our field artillery, supported by heavy
guns and trench mortars, opened up with a slow bombardment,
increasing in violence until, forty minutes later, tl_m snemy
positions were swept with a short, imtensive, creeping baz:rage,
which raked his forward and rear areas with high_pxﬂqslvee.

. men and Bad been reduced to 50 at

Casulties Are Heavy. / the time e was captured.
Caught by oy gas, without a moment’s warning, and A party of Seatorth Highlanders,
caught again as he was emerging from his shelters by our artil- gzlrzﬁ'{ﬁgcgf "-;heofrll:tn;liv}‘sion. wixsogr-
3 ‘er s 1zhboring tr

lery, the enemy’s casualties must have been very heavy, for the wils: Were: failing back.b s heyfshu pe 1:;

effectiveness of our smaller gas operations had been em- face heavy oqds and came under an
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pombardment was three times greater than anything of its kind ope thMin. tieae-atiie o T e
ever-attempted by us on the western frout, and much greater

. than anything ever launched by the Boche,

ground pear my guns Waich was not |
‘of -Alsace. o

hit.” : ; A
Amidst all the gunfire the French . “An enemy attack against the
Rirtzeach Wood was a complete fail:

inhapbitants of the villages behind the
.*In’ the period from March' 11 to

iine went to Palm Sunday mass with
March 20 twenty-six German airpianes |

e : ohibits
Dt e Sugey pive ot L Paril”™ Goveramigm: Prohib
and one ocaptive balloon Wwere shot

" Publication of Exag-
gerated Reports.

A German prisoner said~ that his
company went into. action with £55
5 Artillery is Decreasing.

“Between Lagmicourt and Hermies we were confronted by
piae or ten divisions, and 700 guns. The preliminary bombard-
ment on the whole front the first day was the heaviest ever
o&pemeneed, and ranged to exceptional depth. Probably owing
to the Germman gunning not being so accurate as ours, betore
the infantry advanced the barrage was lifted a considerable dis-
tance, as the (Germans will not bug-the barrage as the British
d6. Ouherwise, the advance was sithilar to our atfacks, except
that the eheuiy waves were far denser. - Since the preliminary
bomparament, the enemy artillery has shown a tendency to
deereade. ; : L

“y¥ne sityation at present seems to be that we are holding
the enemy on virtually taé whole front, altho he is pressiug nis
attacks veey Deavily. Yor example, one village was taken by
the Gerniuns, then retaken by us, and remkenn agaln by the Ger-
Mns, and Buge agan recapiured by the briusn. At present
it 18 not detg@@ely known to be occupigd by eitner side. -‘Lnere
are ‘wiue siréicues in No Man's Land with pockels /qt enemy
intersecting our posts. - "

“In the coverihg actions of brigades and divisions, fought
with the view of securing orderly withdrawals, are magnificent
episodes.  Two battalions sustained flank fights u'ntu,_.wnen the
object had been obiained, they were reduced to 70 apiece, The
enemy cavalry was reported at various points, but usually were
only screen patrois, . ‘ ol /

«Ag yet there are no signs of the German tanks, aitho

" picked men have been trained to opergte them. ' The heaviest
fighting has been on the flanks of the battle front, the southern
flank yielding most ground. The wmldrgwal in the centre has
been very slow ‘and carried out in most places u'n’dex' necessity
of maintaining a good line. ;

“The weather still continues gloriously~Tine, our airmen
playing a brilliant part in the struggle. Altho tired, the spirit
of the troops defies all language of praise.”’

Paris Bombarded Again Sunday.

Berlin, via London, March 24.—Paris has been bombarded
by German long-distance guns, according to the quman official
communication issued tonight. ,

The statement adds that the British, in their retirement,
are burning French towns and villages and that between the
Somme and the Oise the (Germans are still going forward.
Enormoug quanties of booty have been taken by the Germans,
according to the statement, which follows: ;

“Between the Somme and the Oise our corps are fighting
their way forward. Chauny has been taken.

“QOur boc;ty in war material is enormous. The Eaglish, in
their retirement, are burning French towns and villages.

“We have bombarded the fortress of Paris with long-dis-
tance guns.”

Since Saturday

down by our aviators. Nineteen e
my machines were severely hit anfi
brou down within the enemy lines,
On .March 22 five German alrplani
were shot down or gravely damag
by our aerial units.

Paris, March 22—The following note

has been issued:
“The pczsibility of an enemy offen-

sive has induced the government to Bombardment of Rear.

T .

Cannon. Which Bombarded P R
and Sunday Found in St. GobaiK,
76 Miles From the City:
' ‘ o
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PARIS, March 24. — The German “monster, e§nnbn’ ‘which

has been bombarding Paris has. been Ioei:f: jn - the
forest of St. Gobain, west of Laon, and exactly 122 kilo-
metres (approximately 76 miles) from the Paris city hall.

The gun bombarded Paris during the  greater part of
Sunday. The day was ushered in py loud explosione from the
ten-irich shells, and immediately ‘the alarm to take cover was
sounded. This occurred at 6.55 o’clock; and many ‘Pérsons
sought shelter, but greater mumbers of them appeared in the .

streets on their way to the churches, whidh were almost as well
filled as usual. y

e

At fitst the shells began arniving at intervals'of 20 minutes,
and the detonations seemed louder than thosé of: Saturday.
Their power to disturb the equanimity of the populace, how-
ever, seemed less, the people refusing to be distracted from
their Sunday habits to any great extent.

For the benefit of that portion of the ibpulacé which had
_ been led to believe the Germans had broken thru the line and
Capadians release- 5000 drums of gas against Germans at were bombarding Paris from nearby positions, a semi-official

Lens, e i rote was issued during the day. This warned the people
French discover monster German guu, firing shells 76 miles against believing pessimistic reports.

to Paris. ‘““The French front is intact,” said the note.
British aviators: in air combats destroy over 100 German tion to the contrary is a lie.”

hines, The bombardment of the capital ended around one o’clock,
Gérmans have thrown half their army on the western front and as late as three o’clock no explosions had been heard for

into the fight. ' more than an hour. The “clear signal” was sounded at 3.30
British army takes up new defensive positions o’clock.

Péronne and Ham. Front remains impenetrable.

retirement is erderly, according to plans.

British aircraft losses are only 17 machines,

Canadians in furious fight beat off a German raid.
Furious battle proceeds for possession of Peronne.

All reports testify to enormous extent of German losses.
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: se of ’ days the activ
the edited | course of the past two
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Public Has Hardly Grasped. o 1 gl ~ LEAD IN ENRO! \
London,' March 24. — Speaking as | gCORE’S WAR SAVING REDUC- | g, ; Respond , Splendidiy to Call f
Club of London on Friday, Sir Wil- 5 : :
liam Goode, liaison officer of the min- _ to hand up to yes
earliér wpring and creating an earlier | day giving the results of the en
food controliers of the United States; c OOmMANA CJRNE oy SRR
Great Britain and Canada had so re- ‘Ontario given in  their n
endar” fact and' all|Seventy per cent. of the:high sch
tually all food exports with so Jittie | month have been
friction or publici that the public
4 o y of boys from the ages of fifteen
cials in our sub-|nineteen. In British Columbia
stantial war saving
of an inconelusive peace would be to
diminish the'food supplies of the al- , that. the total will reach 12
ed - woolens in “suitings, - bvercoat&. Saskatchewan 676 'bave -already
ngs, trouseri; . Aan
for a share ofthe world’s production, fowe, e oo
Sir William 8aid the United Kingdom that was set of 1500 “has already
diseriminating clientele, and make | been reached. The
not been seriously diminished., On sphoial Mantion hire o he AweSs
the other hand, he said, owing to its it is anticipated that 3000 will
range commending -at $32, and .4n/|ob In Quebec the .campaign
g;c:lved. and the production of food
A ;
otially £oon increased since the | 1 a ‘besides these we solicit interest
in our special Easter week displaysof | |l
that at the end of the war the United
Kingdom would’ be well on the way
King street Wwest. /)
R
pendence of imported bread supplies- | PARIS RAIDED HNCE .
REICHSTAG THANKS ARMY.
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A smail garrison of Buffs held the ¥ oy
remnants of an old fort on the Ofse. ooy ned that the damage do
termittent gas activity of the Hun during the past three weeks, re | which may be published are bulletins | was very great.
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eral times larger than the number | by the ministry of war.
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raged all the principles of élvilized warfare, our scientists and stallat.ons and cantonmentsat ey
chemists have beaten Germany in her chosen field. Jubilant A battalion of the London regi-| ‘‘The publication of any news or ar-
“On the night of March 21 a Ge
fought until but 30 were left. A bat-
warfare. ; Movements.Proceed .. | our Jines.. Two
! Information gathered from mumerous prisoners proves Friday, kesping up the fight all night Wﬂhmw
did e reconnaissances were repulsed in
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duct of transatlantic trade in vir- snd’ dollkee bove in  Ohtasis
emphasizing it as| registered, and ninety-five per cent.
had scarcely grasped what had hap- e month of spe-
pened. ] r U
After »pointing out that the effect figuree to handshow that, 64 h
reductions in prices on one of the |already enrolled, and it is
finest ,assortments.. of fine import-.| 200,
lies by foreing them. into bitter coms« .
petition with their presént enemies rolled, and the estimate set
waistcoatirgs, that we have ever |1500. In Manitoba . the estimate
i good Pl to
was the only European ' belligerent Bad the essuss. LG SR .
country where the stock of cattle had the madritime provinces ' 1
tional values being offered in Scotch | postponed until April 7 to 14, whe
securing products from West Africa, tweed suitings in a special price Q
the OUCIEE CON- IR T o guaranteed Irish blue serges in a spe- | Will be held April 1.
clal price range commencing at $34.
‘declaration of war.
The speaker thought it safe t /
"t mited | neckwear and other exclusiye haber-
dashery. R, Score & Son, Limited, 77
to recover its position of the - ’70's 3 :
and to be on the highroad to-inde-
IN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS | |
Is Fully Conscious of the Graveness of
This Decisive Hour.

People Crowd Music Halls and The-
atres—Confidence in Safety
Shown.

behind If you would know whﬁt ab~

British long-distance-flying men carry out succ-ysful raid
against Mannheim, starting fire visible 35 miles.

British aviators raid German hangars south of Metz and
drop 14 tons of bombs on important points behind German
battle lines.

In military circles the belief was expressed that the Ger-
mans were using two long distance guns. The Matin says the
position of one of the guns was established in the St. Gobain
forest, which would place it somewhat further south than had
bBeen believed, and in the wooded area. The position would be
about 70 miles from Paris.'

AMERICANS HELD UP
BY FINNISH LEADER
General Mar;e:;cim Declinegi

to Allow Passage Thru
Lines.

Stockholm, March 24—The envoy
sent by Minister General
Marnnerheiny -the white guard leader |
in Finland, in an effort to make |
arrangements by which the Ameri- |
cans in southern Finland could get
thru the lines of the contending armies
has reported that Gen. .\lanncrhvhn‘;
rofused to consider the requests of|
the allied envoys. The general offer-
ed to send an airplane to drop let-
ters from the allied ministers ilft(’) the .
red guards territory, but flatly re- |
tused to have any parley with the
red command, to grant the request of
a 24-hour armistice, or even to send !
un officer with a bugler to escort the
allled emissaries. ‘

Qen. Mannerheim  further informed !
the American, British and French en-

Morris to

|

voys that the military situation was | glectric light at ridiculously low prices, |
foe a month before | but they are now selling clectric fix- |

such that it might
they oould reach their countrymen in |
the red guard termitory. The envoys]
returned to Vasa from the headquar-

| men have arrived at
{choice of the best from the

ters at Hapaamaki and are awaiting
developments there.

The protest against the arrest of
Professor Henry C. Emery, the Amer-
ican, and of Englishmen by the Ger-
mane ‘on the Aland Islands, has been
delivered, but apparently it has not
been answered.

NEW HATS FOR MEN.

The new spring styles in hats for
Dineen’s—the

English
hatters. Come your

choice early. The stock is selectly as-
sorted. Dineen’s, 140 Yonge street.

The Paris Stock Exchange
Undismayed by Bombardment

in and make

March 24.—The
association

Paris,
change

stock
has decided

ex-
that

| it will not buspond"uusinem during

raids on the city. The trading will

house when the alarm signal is given.

FOR THE LOVE OF MIKE.

Are the Eleotric Wiring and Fixture
Co. of 261 College street ever going to
stop cutting prices? They are not sat-
isfled with wiring occupied hous~s for

tures lower than it now costs to make
them, and are making no charge for
installing.

| SHARP SKIRMISHES
; ON ITALIAN FRONT

| Party of Arditti Made a Surprise
Crossing of the River Piave.
i Headquarters of the Italian Army
‘in Northern Italy, March 24.—A sharp
| skirmish occurred on the lower Piave
lon Friday night when a party of
| Arditti made a surprise crossing of
the river and advanced to the ma-
{ chine gun positions of the enemy
| trenches. With hand grenades a,
| rush was made on the forward trench
| which was cleared after a - hand-to-
hand flight, a number of its occupants
being killed. Considerable material
| was captured and brought back.

Another hot skirmish occurred on
the mountain front, where a group of
Austrians succeeded in penetrating an
Italian outpost, but were dislodged
and driven back with loss alter live-
1y fighting.

The cannonade along the Piave and

th nts j€~beginning to
i be transferred to the cellar of thel B SHOGRRATS EFRRS .

show increased activity. The enemy
iis again resorting to insidious meth-
ods of propaganda, and the latest air
manifestos and peace lterature, in-
stead of bHombs.

Among the officers brought down
in recent raids is Lieut. Buddake of
the Austrian imperial guard.

Additional War News on
Page Four.

! raids are notable for the dropping of.

MAGNETIC FIELD
AROUND BIG GUN

Prominent Chemist's Explanation or
Cannon Whicl;, Was Bombarding
aris,

Paris, March 24—A prominent Am-
erican chemist, whose name is with-
he.d for m.litary reasons, in a state-
ment ¢0 ‘the Associated Press today
concerning the long range gun that
is being used to bombard Paris, ad-
vanced the theory that the barrel of
the gun is surrounded by a ‘magnetic
field, wihich keeps the shell virtuadly
free from the sides of the gun when
it is being fired, thereby eliminating
friction, wihich is the greatest cause
of lost motion, and thereby increasing
the muzzle velocity of the gun.

The chemist pointed ouwt that ap-
parently the same p ie've power
was being used as id other high vel-
ocity guns, but in much greater yuau-
tity. He added that the shei]l of the
new gun travels to a great heigat,
and largely thru atmosphere ; much
thinner than that traversed by the
ordinary shell, and <therefore with less
air resistance. The opinion was given
that the shell pobably is made of
highly tempered steel, and that the
deterioration of the barrel of the gun
is not likely to be as rapid as in the
ordinary high vélocity gun, because of
the efimination of friction. It was
stated that heavy charges of expilos-
ives would tend to decrease the ac-

';umk;:f ov’ the gun.

-
\
} (
=

London, March 24.—A
from Amsterdam says that at the
closing of the German Reichstag ses-
sion the vice-pres.dent of the chamber
expressed the thanks of the house to
the army. All the members of the
chamber rose.

The vice-pregident sald the German
people were ly conscious of the
graveness of this decigive hour, but
that they had the fullest confidence in
the army and its comnmmanders. ¢ ex-
pressed the hope that the evenis in
the east had brought a general peace
nearer.

MANUFACTURE DYESTUFFS.

United States Chemists Have Experi-
mented With 600 German
Patents. e

Washington, March 24—After months

of experimenting  with, 609 German
patents for manufacturiag dyestuffs,
the proper combinations of the patents
for commercial preduction of dyes has
been determined, the federal trade
commission has issuel :thirty licenses
for use of these patents under the
Trading With the Enemy Act,

EXPLOSION IN CHEMICAL PLANT.

Newark, N.J, March 24.—Depart-
ment of justice agents are investigat-
ing the explosion and fire that wreck-
ed «ix buildings at the Butterworth-
Judson chemical plant on the Mea-
dowa here tonighit. Two men were
injured There are several spy
stories ifloat, but no couse hLas heen
assignad fos the fire. The damage
could no: be ascertained tonight.

PROMINENT RACING MAN DEAD.

—

Buffalo, March 24.—Rod McMahon.
of internatinnal prominence on the

4 racing tracks, died heve today afier a

long illness,

’

d espatcf

Paris, March 24-—Paris - received a
third warning of an air attack within
24 hours with unshaken nerves to-
night, when an alarm was. given at 9
o’clock. The “all clear” signal was
given at 10.20, before the population
could learn- whether the warning was
against am airplang raid or Whether
the long-distance German cannon
had resumed operations. 'The people
were crowding to music halls and
theatres, fully confident nothing fur-
ther wou'd happen tonight, only to be
advised to seek the nearest shelter
as quickly as possible. .

FLAX SEED FOR IRELAND. .
Arrangements Completed for
British Stores for Use by -
Canadian Farmers,

e

Canadian Associated
oo socia Press Cable.

are being for two months’ teave

for Colonel E. Wayland to
to Canada connection with -the

scheme for growing flax
sown in Ireland in the g

The war office raw materials depurt:

ment has 400 tons of seed sto;

the dominfon, Terms have beezzeg‘n‘\?
cluded under which the Canadia“
farmers will use this to

for the United Kingdom,

BALLOON BROUGHT DOWN,

——

American Artillery Dest Obse
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