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CI' iind iiioi f COII||||cx
Hrili.sh. hut nl.so from llu- hnmcl
vit.>vp.,i„i „, all llu- dli^niH „| Canada and Ih,. Knmiro'What .s the HH.isl. K.npirc •/ ll is all v. rv J u,"PP'mul [.

.
word: if is all very wHl I.. ...joic-. in .1

"

'»Vl«n« ol ,,r.d.. which 11... .x,.r..s.si„n .vok.s i„ Z•muds; hut really, have- y,.u cv.r s.-rioaslv put that hasicquostum to yyiirstlvts?

WHAT IS THE BRITISH EMPIRE ?

It is no unity of (iovrrnnui.t, it is no unity of insti-
tutions. It IS no unity of ttrrih.ry. It is. on the'conin.rv
n very -oiuplcx oonglonuration of lands, ..f racis ol
institutions and govtrnmcnts.

You have lljst of all. tlu "initcd King.lon of (irial
"

ri ain and Irdand. the only sovoroign p<.rti..n of the.
JJn ish hnipire, the only British coinnu.nity posscssinii
an<| enjoying all the rights of British citi/inship. in fact
lh(. govcrni.unt and people of the British Isles own thJ
rest ot the Knipire; they make the policy of the Kini)ire:
they decide, ior the Empire, all (piestions of peace and
>yar; they make and unmake all the international rela-
tions of th^ Eni|)iie.

Tlun. at a much lower stage of national <levelop-
nunt an«l pe.litical liberty, you have the self-governinc
colonies with their twenty odd millions of people
enjoying, within their respective territories, most of the
rights and j)rivilcges of British citizenship, hut deprived
of all those rights and privileges the moment they step
out from the three milts of sea water surrouneling their
portion of the Empire.

Then comes the mighty Empire of India, with its 315
million souls, with its forty different languafl(.s. codes
of eivil law, etc., possessed also by the people of (Ireat
Britain anel Irelanel, administered by one of the de|)art-
UKuts of the- British government, over which the seven
millions of people of Canada have no more to sjiy than
file inhabitants of any foreign land.

Finally, you have the numerous Crown Colonies and
Prote'ctorates. also the exclusive possession of the peo-


