
The tract alliid*>d to here is not lii.ariy <lefun;(l by >\w (|uoiatu)ii, but it is sii|.j)<)scd ti>

iiiiaii tin: whidi' <li.s;ri('t aloni; ilic south slior*- ol ,he Kay ( ti.ileiirs.

This ii lul^ to sh(.\v i!ic t ll(( I prodiK cd l)\ ihf \i<iiiil\ dt thr sea, in iii(Hlrratiii<; tht-

tt iiiixratiin' and savin-; the crops lioiii uiiliiiiciv Irosts. In t!iis rfs|n'(l, ihcrtlorr, the

Lint' \i). 2 iia, an ini|M>rtant advania^r omt th»; one th^on^ll the (.cnial and nioro ele-

^atfu land ol' New IJninsw ick.

As It' interior is aj)|>roa( lud, and llic disi;."'-; iVoMi, as well as iIh- rh-vation abovi'.

till' sea incnasts, the dan^i r id croits from (old niehts and tarlv (rosts also incrtases.

In the Madawaska Sttll<ni«ni, and on (lit! I jiprr St. John Hivcr, }f''''<Tt '''dmrs of
( rojts havf (Mcurn d from this cause, and wlicat and |K»tatoes are \rrv liable to be de-
stroved.

I'loin the Be-id of I'eiiicodiae to the St. Lawrence, a di-staiice of ti|mard!s of ;J<M)

miles, the direct line would pass throimh a |)e!('ect uilderues.s, with not a sin-^Ie settler

c.i the whole line, e\ce|)| a lew at or near to J{oistt)\vn.

Leaving eiii;inecrinii dil'licultiis lor th:' nioinent out of the (jiiestion, the cost of con-
struction would Ih' materially increased by the extr.i dillicidties attendiiut on the tr;ns-

port of necessury materials, and in supplvini; with food the lalM)urers aud others eni;.!-

ged on tile line.

This disadvantage is not shared l)y the second route, which can be nfi|)roaclicd in

numerous places alonj^ the (Jiilf shore by means of bays and navi'rable rivers.

The |)ir«ct line IS'o. I will not have such advanla;res to present to settlers as the
second. On the contrary, if adojited, it iniuht be found necessary to incur e.-penses for

the establishment of small conunimities alonii: the line, to repair and keep ito|)en.

The I iciliiies for rxtanal ^rv tnll os iuiernal conuminieation, and other advantages
arising from commerce and the tisin ries, w iiieh will be developtd by the Kastern line

(and ( ntirely wanting' aloii^ the Direct route), will, it is fully expected, make its viciiiitv

eagerly souiiht tor by settlers, anu t'lat it will, in the course of no very ^rcat lenj^th of
time, lead to tiie extension of that long-continued village which now exists with but
little e.xet ption from Qiiei»ee to Metis (200 miles), from the shores ot the St. Lawrence
to the Atlantic Ocean.
An im|K)rtant item bearing u|)on the consid<ration of the In'st route is the present

distribution of the jHipiilation in New Bnuisw ick and iXova Scotia.

In illustration of this part of tiie siilyeet, and to all()rd a better idea of the nature of
the country than can be given by a merely outline plan, a model map (No. 3) has been
prepared, showing the whole course of the lines (Roi:'es No. 2 aud 4) from Halifax to
the St. Lawrence, and by the latter over the Trois Pistoles River, beyond which the
line is contined through a levid fertile and densely peopled district to Qiiebec.
The red line shows tlie proposed Route No. 2. The Halifax and Eastern or Bay

Chaleurs line.

The black line shows the pircct route. No. 1, from the Bend of Petitcodiac.
The yellow tint shows the present settlements.

The gre(^n is the wilderness of uncleared forest, unsettled, and the far larger portion
of it still ungrantcd and waiting for occii|)atif. i.

It must be premise d that a branch railway irom ilie city of St. John is contemplated
to pass up the valley of tlie Keanebecasis, and connect with the main trunk at the
Bay of Shediac.

The survey of this line, ordered by the Provincial Government, is in progress ; and
from the latest information received, the line promises most favourably.

The total [Kjpulation of New Brunswick has been estimated to amount, at the be-
ginning of 1848, to 208,012, distributed in the proportions as under:

—

Countv

Ir7'^


