
10 WHAT IS PUSEYISM?

The forvtii century was assumed as the groat model of a Christian

Church : and they laid it duwii, that the nearer they approximated

to it, the nearer they approximated to perfection. Tiie Hon. and
Rev. Mr Percival said, there were three kadiii'i: prineiples on
which tliid system was basetl, and on which they must proceed,

namely, the participation of the body and blood of Chilst, in the

mchariiit ; that the mystery of hiy body and blood was confided

only to the hands of the successors of the Apostles and their

<.lelegate-.s ; that, since the Apostles, those who dc'rived their suc-

cession front them in a direct and unbroken line, by the imposi-

tion of the handi: of Bishops, are the oidy priests to f^ive this body
and blood to the people. These were the three principles on
wiiich they proceeded. Many who patronized them at first, left

them, <and very .vxsely,) others adhered. Other divines, hov/ever,

began to read the Fathers as well as ihey, and other scholars to

study ecclesiastical records of the fourth century, and of the aiiti-

iiicene Church, as closely as they ; aiid when it was shown to

-absolute demonstration, tiiat to transfer the Nicene Church of the

fourth to the nmeteenth century, wouhl be the resurrection of
contamination, and a positive calamity to the most corrupt Church
in Christendom at the present raomont,~Mr. Newman, v/ho had
the learning to discover and the candor to avow this, saw that any
defence of the modern cliurch by a reference to the JNicene

Church, was altogetiu3r untenable ; but h." was no lessconvuiced
that the end, \ iz., Popisji supremacy, must be gained by other

means, if such could be divcovered. Instead of quoting the

Niceae Church as the mode! for the Church of the nineteenth

century, he struck out or rather resuschated the following theory :

that the Apostles lelt behind them tlie mere seeds of truth ; these

seeds of truth were eiifiusled to the Church, (by which word
Sectarians and Romanists mean the Hierarchy) to be gradually

tieveloped. They were successively developed and expressed

in the Council of Nice, then ki Kphesus, in Constantinople, the

Councils of Lateran, and uhimafcly in the Council of Trent,

where they were tolly developei ; and the Council of Treut is

therefore the full development of the principles entrusted to the

Apostles and their successors. The idea in this, that the seed
cast into the earth at Pentrcosl, grew up into what the ?lomani.sts

>vould call the glorious and overshadoAviiig tree of the C<iuncil of
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