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Ell tliu liDy clfiiiHos of ihiM Act in .lucstion,
Uiv hxcciiluo Council, whicli ill hccMoii :!l
I.S iiiuicly tloHcribcd iia '•buoIi Kxeciitivo
Council UH sliatt be .ppoiiitod hy His
IMiiju'Sty," la scarcely luontioncd, imd an ro.
{,'arils ovpii its cxiatence, llio most l.licrul
conatrii.;tiun wliicli can poanibly bo |tul ii|iijii

tlio nnid Act only niiioiinla to lluii—.Tliut
Urt nil Executive Council was oviduiiilv iiilcii.

dod to pxist, ilic rciniiaiit of tlio old oiio
ouylil not to 1)0 dcenic'd totally extinct uuld
ita Kucccdsor was appointed.

Ilowovcr, tills latent intention of lliij

Majesty to create ft Council for eacli of llio
I'rovinccs of His Canadian doniinioiKs was
eoon clearly divulyed in a most important
document, commonly called "//it Kin"\s
Jnstruclions," in winch an Executive Couii-
«:d was regularly constituted und declared aa
lollowa :

—

" WItereas wo liavo tlmnnrht fit that there
ehould bo an Executive Council for urfsiotin.r
you, or the Lieutenant Governor, or Person
Admimsterinjr the Govcnnnent of the said
Prnvincf) of Upper Canada for the time l)oin«r,
wo do by these presents nominate and ap-
point tho undermentioned persons to be of the
Executive Council of our said Province of
Uj)per Canada," &c. &c. &c.

la subsequent clauses it was equally pro-
ciscly delincd upon what uiPairs of tlio Pro-
vince the Lieutenant Governor was to act,
•' with the advice of the Executive Council,"
but with tho view distinctly to jircvont the
new Council bein^r wliat the old ono had
been (which indeed under tho new constituti-
on was utterly impossible.) in short, to set
that question at rest for ever, it was declared
in eection 8, " that to the end that our said
Executive Council may be assisting to you in
211 f/^ir^ relating to our service, you nro to
communicate^ to them such and .so 7nanij of
our instructiofis wherein their advice in
mentioned to be requisite, and likewise all

such others from time to time as you shall
FIND CONVENIENT for our servico to be im-
parted to them."
The Lieutenant Governor having now

transmitted to tho Executive Council his
opinion of their duties, in contradistinction
to that contained in their communication
to him of yciJtorday's date, will not express
the feelings of regret with which, undur, a
heavy pressure of business, ho unexpectedly re-
ceived a document of so unusual a nature, from
d'entlcmen upon whom ho had only recently
placed hia implicit and unqualilied reliance.

But he feels it incumbent upon him frank-
ly und explicitly to state, that to the opini-
ons they have expressed, he can never mh.

Ht-ribo—on the tontiary, that so hui" uh hn
hIiuII continiiu lo be liiciileiiaiit Govoriiur ol
thid Provinoo, he will iiovcr allow Iiih Exccu-
live Council odicially to as.iiiiie (hat iieav
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rcMpoiiHibility which he owis to hm HovoreiLMi,
as well as to tho pi;oplo ».f this Province, to
whom ho has Bolemiily plod;;ed himacif " to
maintain the happij Constitution of this
countnj inviolalt; hnt itiutioushj, yvi iffcc-
taatlij to cornet all r^al ^'rievunces,"

'I'iie Jjoulunant Governor inainlaiiui that
tho resjionsibility to the pi-uulo (who aio
already rcpres(Miie<l by their llousuof Asaeni-
ly,) which tho Council assume, in uncoiiBti-
tulional,—that it is the duly of tho Council to
serve him, not t/iam; and that if upon bO
vital a priii'jiple they pcr.sibt m a contrary
opinion, he luosces einbarrasements of ii

most serious nature—for as [lowor und res-
ponsibility must, in coimuon justice, bo in-
separably connected with oacli other, it is
cvidoiit lo the Lieuloiiaiit Governor, that if
tho Council were onco to bo permitted to
assume the >atter, they Wf !d immediately
as their right, demand the jormer ; in which
ca.se, if tho interests of tho people should bo
neglected, to whom could they look for
redress.' For in tho confusion between tho
Governor, and an oligarchy conipo.sed of u few
dominant fiimilies, shielded by secrecy, would
not all tangible responsibility have vanished I

Tho Council cannot have forgotten, tiiat
previous to their first meeting in tho Council
Chamber, which happened only a few weeks
ago, the Lieutenant Governor had assured
them in a note, (which was even publicly
read in the House of Assembly) that although
he had no prelimiup.ry conditions to accede
to, or to require, it was his intention to
treat them wiili implicit confidence ; and tho
council must also remember how willinrrly
they approved of the very first suggcstion^iio
made to them, namely, that no impoilant
business should bo commenced in council,
until they as well as the Lieutenant Cover-
nor himself, had become mutually acquain-
ted with their respective duties.
Tho Lieutenant Governor assures the

council, that his estimation of their talents
and integrity , as well as his personal regard
for them, remain unshaken, and that ho is
not insensible of tho ditficulties to which he
will be exposed, should they deem it neces-
sary to leave him. At the same time, should
they be of opinion that tho oath they have
taken requires them to retire from his confix
deuce, rather than from the princioles they
have avowed, ho begs, that on hia' account
they will not Ibr a moment hesitate to do so.
Cfocmimcnt House, Toronto, March 5, 183G.


