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{B.) MALAYSIA.
1. Name.—Malaysia is so called from the Malays, who form the grc.it bulk of

the native iiopuiatiuii. It is also called the Kast Indian or Asi.itic Archipelago.

2. Boundaries.— It Is bounded on the north-west by the Strait of Malacca .and

the China Sea ; on the east by the I'acilic Ocean ; on the south by the Arafura Sea
and Indian Ocean ; and on the west by the Indian (liiau.

3. Form.— -Malaysia has a somewhat triaiigidar form, with the Dashee IsUuida at

the apex anil the .Sunda Islands at the base.

4. Position.—Malaysia forms the north-west portion of Oceania. It extends
from 11" N. I.at. to 11" S. Lat. ; and from 95' 25' to 131" 40' K. Long.

5. Extremities.- -N'orth, the Bashic hlaiuls ; south, SamialwooJ Island
Ceritm Island ; west, Aihcen IIf,id, in Siuiiatra.

6. Extent.—The /.«.'//' from west to east is about 2500 miles, and the Omd/i
from north to south .ibout 2100 miles. The land ami is estimated at

square miles.

7. Population.—The estimated population amounts to about 33,500,000.

8. The i)rincipal memlwrs are given in Table 7.

9. Seas.—The Su/u or Mindoro Sta, between the Philippine Islands and Horneo
Cch'lvs .Sc;i, between the I'hilippines and Celebes. y,i7;i .Stv/, between Borneo and
Java. Fhns Si-a, between Celebes and Kloris. /I'.inda .SV,;, between Bouro and
Cerani (m the north, and Titnor and liabba Island on the south.

10. Straits.— .l/</(;.v,( S/mif, between Sumatra and Malaya, leading from the
Indian Ocean to the China Sea. S'linda Strait, lielween Sumatra and Java, leadin"

from the Indian (Jceaii to the Java Sea. Macassar Strait, between Borneo and
Celebes, joining the Java Sea and Celebes Sea. Moliuca rassa^e, between the north
peiiinsvila of Celebes and Oilolo Island. Carimata or Ilil/itoii Passa:;^, Ijctween

Borneo and Billiton, joining the (.'hina an<l Java Sea. h'ala/uh- Strait, joining the
China Se.iand the Mindoro Sea.

11. (l.) The Sunda Islands are divided into two groups, the (ireater Sunda,
which comprise SumUra and Jav.i ; and the Lesser Sunda, which comprise Bali,

l.ombok, Sumbawa, Sandalwood, I'loris, Solor, Wetter, Timor, and others.

(./.) Sumatra lies .south-west of the Malacca Peninsula. It is intersected by
the eipiator. The llarisan Mountains, which e.xtend through the whole length of
the island, have lofty volcanic cones rising from six to ten thousand feet. Highest
summit. Mount Korinchi, 11,820 feet. The chief products of ;; .natra are pepper,
ginger, rice, sago, gold dust, sulphur, gotta perch.a, and camphor. The tiger,

elephant, rhinoceros, and ourang outang arc found in Sumatra. The chief native
states arc Acheen in the north ; Slak in the east ; and the BattaS Country in the in-

terior. At/mn (36,000), the capital of the state of the same name, has a good port,

Sumatra was discovered by the Dutch in 1600, and they have had settlements there
sijice 1649. They now hold the western coast as far north .as 2" X. Lat., and the

eastern as far as l" 30' S. Lat. Their principal settlements are : on the west coast,

Padans; (20,000) and /uiuooh-n (13,000); on the east coast, Palnnbang (25,000),

situated on the River Moesi, anil, on the south coast, Lampong. Length of t,... alra

1021; miles; mean bre.adth, lOo miles; area, 172,250 scpiare miles. Population,

2,(joo,ooo.

.Adjoining .Sumatra is the islanil of lianca, celebr,ited for its inexhaiistihle tin mines-
Jlillitcn, f.iniotis for iron and tiniber ; and liiittang, which contains the free poitof Rliio.

South of .Sumatra are the Cmos or Keeling Ibl.uuls, a low group of coral islands, \ short
distance from the shore, the sea is 1 200 fathoms deep,

(b.) Java lies south-east
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ortugnese ju

is now the chief

seat of Dutch power in the

east. It is traversed in

the 'direction of its greatest

length by a mountain chain,

a prolongation of the moun-
tains of Sumatra, and con-

tains more volcanoes than

any other country of equal

area. Several of its ihirtv-

si.x volc;inic peaks rise to

the height of 10,000 or il.tco feet, and eleven are in ,T state of activitv. I!ii;hc

sunmiit, Moiiiil Scimni, 12,235 f'-''^'- ^'^i'' Batour, is the Ciicja-Ufas, or Vall.v

of Death, half a mile in circuit, where neither animal nor veget.ible life can exist,

owing to the effects of the air, which is poisoned by sulphuretted hydrogen issuing
from the ground. The jpas tree flourishes in the woods, also the teak tree, which
is found nowhere else in Malaysia. On account of its great fertilitv, Java is called
the granary of the Kasiern Archipelago. The principal exports are rice, cofTec,

sago, sugar, tea, nutmegs, tobacc i. ginger, cinnamon, cotton, and indigo. Java is

divided by the Dutch ii.tu West, Middle, and Last Java. Batavia (500,000), on the
north-west co.ist, is the capital of West Java and of the Dutch Last India posses-
sion. It is an important counnerci.il city, and has one of the linest harbors in the
world. It is a free port. Samarang, on the north coast, the c.ipital of Middle
Java, is a fortilied seaport, with a flourishing tr.idc. Sourabaya, also on the north
coa-t, the capital of Last Java, is a strongly fortified cily, »iih a naval arsenal, ship-
buildmg yards, and a cannon foundry. Suraiaria and Djokjokart.: are capitals of
native states. Length of Java, 630 miles ; breadth, from 40 to 130 miles

; area, in-
cluding Madura, 51,974 square miles. Besides Madura, the island of Hah is de|>end-
ent on Java. Its chief town is Port Badong I'opulation of J aa, in 1817, l8,79y,79.S

(.-.) Of the remaining Simda Islands, Lombok, Sumbawa, SanJaluwd or Siimba, Florid
and the western three-fourths of Timor also belong to the Dutch. They form the Timor
Residency. The seat of (lovernmrr.t is Coepang, on the south-west coast of Timor. In
Siunbawa is the volcaimof Tomboro, 9040 feet high, whose eruptions in 1S15 lasted for three
months, and are the most terrible on recor.l ; the sound of the explosions w.is heard at tlic
distance of 100 miles. Only twenty-six persons survived in the island out of a population of
tv.-elve thousand. Bima, on the north coast of Sumbiwa, lias a good harlxjr. The Portuguese
oivn the eastern fourth of Timor, Solor, and the small island of Kambin^, off the north coast
of Timor. The Portii-uese capital of Timor is Osllj, on the north coast. Length of Timor,
juo miles

; breadth, 40 miles.

(2) Borneo is situated

north of Java, from which
it is .separated by the Java
Sea. It is the great cen-

tral island of .Malaysia, and
the tnird largest island

on the globe, Greenland
and Papua being the lar-

gest. It is intersected by
the equator. The climate

is healthy, and favorable to

Euro|)eans. On the west-

ern side a great mountain

chain runs from northeast

to south-west, and from a

centr.d knot branches di-

verge to the east and south-

east. The highest summit
is K'ina Palu, 13,698 feet,

in the extreme north ; east

of which is a large lake

of the same name. Bor-

neo is one of the best
watered countiies in the w .rid, pos.sessing numerous navigable rivers. Vegetati. n
is 1 , including the gutta perclia tree, ebony, cocoanut, sago, rice, ginger, cinna-
mon, uitmeg, and cotton, .\mong its ... -vrous aninwls may be named the
elephant, ourang outang, deer, bear, tiger, and a carnivorous mammal resembling
both the otter and the platypus, ^f inerals are abundant, among which are coal, gold,
diamonds, tin, platinum, antimony, copper, and iron. The aborigines are called
1 lyaks, a race belonging to the Malay family. The other inhabitants are Chinese
and Kuropeans. Two-thirds of the island, comprising the centre and south, belong
tolhe Dutch. Pontianak (20,000) is the .seat of government for the west division,
and Banjarmas$in (30,000) for the south and east divisions. The native state, Briini
or Borneo, is on the .orth-west coast. Its capital, Bruni (.|0,ooo), was taken by the
British iu 1S46. The province of Sarawak, on the north-west coast, was ceded to

Britain in 1S43. The capital, Sarawak (15,000), or Kuchin, is a station for the
suppression of pir.acy. Length of Borneo, Soo miles; breadth, 700 miles; area,
280,000 square miles. Population, about 1,750,000.

Labuan, a sm.ill island with a fine harbor, about six miles off die north-west coast of Borneo,
belongs to liritain. It has excellent co.al. Its capital, Victoria, is a free port, from which arc
exported edible bird's nests, camphor, pearls, gutta pcrcha, frcpang, and sago. The A'atiina
hies, and the .-tKambas, between Borneo, id the Malay Peninsula, belong to the Borneo group.

(3.) Celebes lies east of Borneo. It was di.scovcrtd by the Portuguese in 1 512. <

It has a very singular form, consisting of four large pcninsuhis, projecting from a
'

centr.al mass. Its scenery is very picturesque. The mountains are covered with 1

rich and valuable trees, among which is the famous badeau or Macassar oil tree. \

The .ino.a, a tierce kind of antelope, about the si/e of a sheep, is pecidiar to Celebes.
]

The chief jiroducts are rice, sago, tobacco, yams, and sugar. Oold, copper, iron,
J

ami tin abound. The aborigines in the interior are called Hnrafr.ras. An intelli- '

gent race, called Bugis, occupy the co.asts. The Dutch expelled the Portuguese
\

from the island in 1660. Their chief settlements are MacasSar, in the south-west
\

peninsula, and .\fenaJo and Kema in the north peninsula. '

(4.) The Moluccas or Spice tslanils comprise the islands lying Ixtween Celebes and New
,^

Cuiiiea. The archipelago is almost wholly under Dutch rule. The l.ugest are Gilolo, Ceram, 1

and Uouro. Gilolo resembles Celebes in form, consisting or four peninsulas. U is moiiii-
\
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