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MODERN GEOGRAPHY.

INTRODUCTION. •

Geography is a description of the earth, embracing in its

widest sense, its form, magnitude, and motions; its natural,
artificial, and political divisions ; its vegetable and mineral
productions

; and its inhabitants.

The form of the Earth is nearly that of a globe or
sphere

;
its equatorial only exceeding its polar diameter

by about 26^ miles.

The mean Diameter of the Earth is 7912 miles; its

circumference is 24,856 miles ; and its superficial extent
is upwards of 196^ millions of square miles.

The Earth has two motions,—its annual course round
the sun, which produces the seasons, and occasions the
difference of the lengths of the days and nights ; and its

diurnal rotation on its axis, which is the cause of day and
night.

The Earth's Axis is an imaginary line passing through
its centre, and terminating at the north and south poles.

The Equator is a great circle, every point in which is

equally distant from the poles. It divides the globe into
northern and southern hemispheres.*

. !w^''^*''-''''I®^A^^^^f'^
^"'« '^^^ ^q^^l parts, called degrees;

each degree into 60 equal parts, called minutes ; and each minute
A


