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lOobaMy owiiij^ to tlio irnmodiate disjXM'siil of u large jiortioii of their

niilitiii. A week after tlu' buttlf, Van Keiisselaer stated oliicially that

it, would be inipof-silile, to uiniisli an exact return, but estimaied the

,,„.oi,er of killed at sixt\, and of wounded at one hu I'lrclam^ seventy.

It was but natural that lie i'hoMld atteinjit to minimize his losses, and

accordingly wo find others inclitie<l to believe them very much tjjreater.

liOssing and J. L. Thiunson, neither of whom wctuld be prone to ex-

itjigeration in this rf spect, agree in phuing the number of kilit-d at ninety,

bat diminish the numljer of wounded. Contemporary accounts gener-

ally put both still higher. Oolonel Mead, a prisoner, estimated the killed

and drowned at one hundred, and the wounded at twice that number,

whde Colonel Bloom, who was wounded but escaped '.,'a))ture, thought

that a hundred weit- drowned alone, and three bundle I kiMed and

wounded. An ^ye-witness, whose letter was published in the Boston

.}f<'ssri'i/er^ stated that 1,G00 Americans were engaged, of whom '^00 were

reg tiatt:, ami that the number of killed was variously estimated fiom

InO lip to 40'V A letter in the 'Jnfarln Uepostfoi , also tVon an eye-

witness, ei riipute<l tiie killed and ndsi-ing at 2f)0, while sstill another in

the (rcii'.'fa (I'lir.r/h raised the number to 300. But a British otlicer

WTiting frcm Foit (Jeorge on the 17th of October, fairly distanced all

Mthers liy the coniectine that 500 of their men must havti perished in

tht; action, or in the river, relating in support of his opinion that one

hoat was su;n to sink with about iifty men, while two others, each hav-

ing as many on bo.-ird, did not bring more than half a dozen asl.ore alive

in either of iliem.

There ;;au be u" dembt that the loss of the vanquished was severe. A

.^ins.'le cempany '( tin* l")th lost thirty men in killed or wounded, and

loui- out v)f the live cyptains of that regiment engaged were disabled by

wounds. Three captains an<l three subalterns were killed, and besides

nose who were takon pris<»ners, two colonels, four captains, and five

subalterns were wotinded. There were one hundred and twenty wounded

"tlicers and men among the pri.«onerj?, thirty of whom died. The hospital

at Niagara was filled, and the remainder sheltered in the eourt hou.se and

•1. inches. One luiudred and forty others had l>een removed before the


