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these mutual ties and intimate relations are securi-

ties for the preservation of peace. I admit that a

good deal of irritation has arisen out of the civil

war, but I rely on the frank admission of the

Northern people, when the war is over, that for this

they were themselves to blame. The Provinces, at

its commencement, deeply deplored the outbreak of

that war, and for weeks their sympathies were with

the North. The storm of abuse that followed the

Queen's Proclamation of Neutrality, and the demand

for the rendition of the Commissioners, naturally

changfed the current of feeling*, and the skill and

g-allantry of the Southern combatants, have won, in

the Provinces as .every where else, as heroic achieve-

ment always will, whatever may be the cause of

quarrel, involuntary admiration. Still, our mate-

rial interests, and everyday thoughts and feelings,

are in accord with those of the Northern States

;

and, when they come out of this war, there is no

reason wh}'', having" shaken themselves clear of ele-

ments of internal irritation and disturbance, they

should desire to disturb us, merely because we choose

to live in amity with our common parent under

British Institutions. We are bound to hope, at all

events, for the restoration of kindly thoughts, and

the continuance of peaceful relations. If war comes,

I have already shewn that we are not so ill prepared

as you assume, and that, if \, e do not waste our

strength in idle controversy and insane divisions, we

can still maintain the power of the Crown and the

integrity of the Empire.
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