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value (»r liL'twi'Oii tliicc .mihI I'liiir liimdrcd niillioii^ ol' (l(illiir.><, is of

jtscll a I'ai't ,-() a.stoiii.sliiii'j;, tluit we .u'c |)ix'i»;irc'<l to iicccpt,

without incri'dulity, the iiio.st isturtliii<r spcrultition.s. 'I'lic

^rowtli of ('liio!i<;d, the cliicf foliccliiij; iioiiit oT lliis rofxioii,

tVoui !i iui.sci'iihl(! villiip' of ioji- liuts, with a handful of the usual

hau<:c!r.s-oii of a niilitai v out-post, to a ;4reat (-ity of nearly one

huudrc'd thousand inhabitants, wliosc! daily arrivuKs and (U'pur-

ture of ves.sclrf, is itxcoedi'd by Now \ ork alone— is another

Western ])honouicnon wliieh ))u///,lcs the ><»bei- fjiruiers of New
I'lngland, and the lasy piin^ planters of the Old Dominion.

It was not until the openini: ot the Kric Canal in If^'Ji'i

eheapeiuxl the preeiuions and cxpensivo moans ui' tianspoi't then

(•xistiu^ to the lower end nl' hake i'lrii', tluit tiie tide of emiura-

lion set iu with any foree to the Novth-West. I'rom that period

until IS4U, the exports of this region were snuill ; the surj)lu.s

products beiiiu- consumed by the ever increasing; crowd of new
settlers.

During the last iilteen years, time and the etl'ict of judicious

public improvements, have so far developed the resources of

this country, that the value of the Lake trade had increased

between IK-IO ;ind iSaO from -SOU to .S:!U(.l,UOO,()()() ; aud if it

has (continued to increase in the s.iiiu' ratio, must now have

attained the value of .S4r)0,UU0,O0O. The total nund)er of tons

arriving at tide water I'rom the Western ^States, by the Krie

(!anal, has iucrca.sed from 15.'<,14S tuns in lS40, to 1,21.'),W)0

tons in 1S;);>. It is ostinmted by Mr. .John 15. .Icrvis, that this

trade will double in the next six, aud (ju.idruple in the next

lifteea years ; so that in 1-S70 then; will be an Kaslern move-
ment of live millions of tons, the surplus products of the North-

West ; and wore all this business done through the l^rie Canal,

the total annual movement would exceed nine millions of tons.

That this estimate is a safe one, and rather errs in being under

than over the mark, no one will doubt who considers h(jw snuill

and insignificant a part of the vast territory tributary to the

commerce of the Lakes, is now occupied and under cultivation.

It i.s safe to say that out of a region, variously estimated to con-

tain from f)»0 to 7tJ0,000 scjuare miles of fertile territory, not

one-twelfth part is now occupied, and that but s))arsely. From a

country capable of supporting liO,UUO,000 of peoi)le, what may
we not expect ?


