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clioufl, and the whole arrangements admirably adapted fur de-

fence and mutual support. ^ '

Nothing can be more magnificent than the cofiLjt d'tvil from

the Old Cavalier's Battery upon the summit. Far to the right

and left stretches the noble St Lawrence ; close underneath is the

city, with the wharfs and shipping; and on the opposite or

southern shore rises Point Levi, enlivened by many a gay white

building, farms, &c. Ranging to the east, the eye at once rests

on the Isle of Orleans, dividing the river into two nearly equal

branches ; and to the north-east is the bold ravine, fiom whence

rushes the Montmorenci, precipitating its waters over a fall 240

feet in height. The river St Charles bounds Quebec upon the

north, and from its banks a rich and cultivated country extends

back for several miles to the Indian village of Loretto, beyond

which the landscape is closed by finely wooded hills as far as

the eye can reach. The Plains of Abraham extend to the west- "

ward of the city, upon the table-land above the river. Tha

high road to Montreal nearly intersects them ; and on the left

as you leave town is the race-course. Some attention has been

paid to this amusement in Canada, and I saw two steeds in

training, not, however, upon the verdant turf, but trashing

round and round the great square, upon pavement and roads

by no means smooth. One was a powerful bay-horse, got by

Filho da Futa, and had cost 400 guineas ; the other was a fa-

vourite mouse-coloured mare (Clara Fisher), bred in Virginia,

and of great symmetry and beauty.

• The Plains of Abraham, however, have witnessed more glo-

rious and heart-stirring contests than those of the race-course

;

and the memory of Wolfe, falling as he did in the very arms of

victory, must be ever cherished and revered. The inhabitants

of Quebec are of a somewhat motley description. As you pass

along its stii?ets, the lively chatter of the native French, the ani-

mated brogue of the Emerald Isle, English, Scotch, and even

the dialect of the Gael, assail your ear at every turn. Law
proceedings are conducted in English and French ; and in a

short trial at which I was present, the jury was charged by

judge and barristers, in both tongues.

I left Quebec, late at night, upon my return to Montreal,

the departure of the steam-boat being dependent upon the tide.


