
:f

t 4 ]

111 liftenlng to and partaking of tliefe

amicable altercations, I have obferved with

greajr furprife, that there are numbers who
do not at all underftand the ftate of the

cj^ueftion : now as I think if ever any poli-

tical queftion could admit of being render-

ed fimple and clear, it is that which at pre-

lent is in difpute, I mtift beg that fuch as

ivifli to decide upon it: fairly and honeftly,

and are not predetermined that reafon fhall

have no effed upon them, will liften to

what I have to fay; I will bs as ihort as 1

can, and I will attempt no oratory, for I

dcTue not to perfuade, but to convince ; and

I will endeavour to affume no fadl that is

not univerfally allowed, nor to draw any

conclufion that is not fair and obvious.

The actual Government was fixed at the

Revolution. The tyranny and bigotry of

the King had diffolved the Gontra<Sl between

him and the people. A new King was

called ; but, before the Crown was con-

ferred upon him, fuch reftridtions of the

prerogative, and fuch declarations of the

rights of the people, were infifted upon as

might for the future confine the royal power

within its due bounds. Little or no altera-

tion was made in the form or theory of

Govern^


