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During the laft winter you exhibited a dif-

ferent kind of proof that you are not to be

trufted. On the 20th of February, Lord

North moved the following refolution in the

Houfe of Commons, viz. " That as foon as

" the legiflative body of any province (hall

*' make proviiion for contributing their pro

-

*' portion to the common defence, and (hall

" engage to provide for the fupport of civil

" government in that province; iffuchpro-
*' vifion ihall'be approved by his Majefty in

" Parliament, fo long as it fhall be made, it

" may be proper for Parliament to forbear to

" levy any duty or tax, or to impofe any fur-

*' ther tax or duty on fuch province, except
*' for the regulation of commerce." This

was called a plan of reconciliation, and ftrange

as it may fecm, the very apprehenfion of peace

was like to produce great diforder ; his Lord-
ihip was delerted for fome time by the houf-

hold troops, nor did they return to the ftand-

ard, till they were fully convinced, by a faithful

leader, that the motion might be fo conftrued

as to mean nothing. With this falvo they

fliffered it to pafs. In their view it was vox
et preterea nihil. It w.ss a bubble, by which
they might amufe this nation ; and it was a

trap, in which they might catch the fimple

Americans. Left the A;ncricans fliould not

embrace this plan with fufiicient eagernefs,

great care was taken to explain it as a vaft

concelfion in their favour. We were taught

to believe that whatever fums the American

aiTemblies might now oficr, if their propofal

ihould


