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siderable size, and the most elevated of any in the

neighborhood. On the west side of this hill, not far

from the top, under a stone of considerable size, lay

the plates, deposited in a stone box. This stone was

thick and rounding in the middle on tj.e ipper side,

and thinner towards the edges, so i
';•.

? middle

part of it was visible above the groun.i, l at the edge

all round was coverea with ear'.ii. Having r&moved

the earth, and obtained a lever, which I got fixed

under the edge of the stone, and with a little exer-

tion raised it up, I looked in ; and there indeed J

beheld the plates, the Urim and Thummim, and

the breastplate, as stated by the messenger. The
box in which they lay was formed by laying stones

together in some kind of cement. In the bottom of

the box were laid two stones crossways of the box

;

and on these stones lay the plates and the qX^qt

things with them. I made an attempt to take ^^nen

out, but was forbidden by the messengc*- •, -j-. » '.>?•

again informed that the time for bringing them >
"

;»

had not yet arrived, neither would until four yeai'

from that time; but he told me that I should cen-
to that place precisely in one year from that time,

and that he would there meet with me, and that I

should continue to do so until the time should come
for obtaining the plates."

i;i

It is asserted that one ir each y ^er

the interview with the angci, before referred to,

in 1823, Joseph repaired lo the hill where the

plates were still c epositei, v/here he each time

met with this same heavenly messenger, and


