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It is with great pleasure that I am able

to commuiiioate ray report of the results

ot the Very intereiling mission coiitided to

me ot repairint? to the se vt of government
of the Dominion at Ottiwaand coaft-rring

with tiie statesmen of that government
upon the subject of the complaints made
against them of unfriendly and injurious

treatment of Americm interests in the

matter of the ti^heries and the navigation

of the St. Lawrence. 1 have to acknow-

ledge oil behalf of the Ihiald iind myself

a reception most courteous and friendly

on the part of the gentlemen of the ad-

ministration. They expressed the greatest

satisfaction that the leading journal of

America should have specially commis-
sioned a gentleman to hear their state-

ments and views upon the very import mt
subjects in question, and thus offered them
such a medium of reaching the American
public with a full statement of all the facts

of their case as could not be obt lined in

any othiT way. I have been favored with

long and protracted interviews in these

matters by the very distinguished and
cultivated Dominion Premier, ^ir John
Maodonald, as well as by Sir Francis

Hincks, the Finance Minister ; the Hon.

S. L. Tilley, the Minister of Customs ; the

Hon. 8 F. HovTe, Secretary of State for the

Provinces, and especially the Hon. Peter
Mitchell, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, whose depftrtment is more par-

ticularly concerned with these matters. I

have had the privilege of full and ample
discussion with all these gentlemen—and
especially with the last—of the difficulty

that has arisen, and I think it impos-

sible to speak too highly of the

energy and lucidity and fullness with

which the whole subject was stated by them
on behalf of their government. Your space

would not allow that I should particularize

tb« coDTQrBatioDS I held with each of these

statesmen upon the fisheries and St. Law-
rence questions. Much ot the ground,
moreover, was naturally gone over ag lin

with all of them It will, therefore, be con-

venient that I should throw my report
into the firm ot adiilogue between your
commissioner and the iii- tract individual

whom I will cill "the Dominion stites-

man." Ami your readers muv be sure
th It what is here attributed to that indi-

vidu d is the accurate representation of

collective views and tt itements of the gen-
tlemen whom I have specitiel, whose
studies of these questions seemed to bp«

equilly comprehensive. The Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, although in dnpart-

mental charge of them, did not excel his

colleagues in the fuUnt^ss of his knowl-
edge and studies of the^e importiint
topics. And whatever view the American
public may take ot the matters which I

have the honor to report I can at least tes-

tify that the actisn of the Dominion Qov-
ernment has been taken by a group of
official gentlemen whom, after long per-
sonal experience of statesmen and govern-
ments, I can pronounce equal to any in

the thoroughness and care with which
they do their business ofgoverning a great
community. Indeed, I have never con-
versed with any statesmen who seemed so
thoroughly masters and authorities in their
work.
Your reporter opened his conference

with an intimation that the H'.rald, true
to its system of tracking subjects to their
very source, had despatched me to hear
whit Canadian statesmen had to say upon
the subject of Fisheries and the St. Law-
rence, and es* dciully of the charges of un-
friendliness agiinst American fishermen.
To this question I had the following reply
from my Canadian statesman :

—
Dominion Statksman —Sir, we are glad,

indeed, th it you have com**. We are dis-

posed to go into the whole suiiject With
you comprehensively and exhaustively.
And at the outset we desire to say that


