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THE HUDSOI'S BAY RAIL WAY
The latcst inislîap which lias befalh n

the Hudson's Bay Railway projeet is tho
refusai of the Dominîioni Governmient to
render any furthpr assistance thereto and
the decision is a heavy blow to the pro-
inoters of the road, for thuir hopes bave
been higbi of late, and they looked for
somie additional assistance froni the Do
minion, not onily for tho value of suchi
assistanxce in itself, but also for the in
centive it niiglit be to the Provincial
Coverngnient te corne up te the scratch.
Undoubted!ly the road stands a poor chance
of being, construced under present circuni-
stances, and soinoe rrdical change is neces-
sary before its prospects iniprove much.
The alleqged reasons of the Dominion
(iovernment for rcfusing the aid soughit
for, are certainly not flattering to the
.Provincial Governrnent. The refusa], it
is said, is oitdy a followving up of the apatby
on the question whi-lh the province
through its pre:ent rulers displays. That
the reason is advanced with the most
bypocritical intentions is obvions, for the
project is not a purely provincial one by
nny means. It is in no way astounding,
however, that such a reasoti should be
advanced, and our local Government are
indirectly, if not dirictly responsible for
Ieavingr roomn for its advanceient. No
sane or uabiased Maniteban believes
otherwise, tlîa that the present Dominion
('overnment are more anxious te block,
tlîan to furtber the Hudson's Bay railway
project, axîd indeed we can look for no
(Joverninent at Ottawa, wbich wvill
.le anxious to burry its completion.
Eastern influence is too powverful there,
and too strongly arrayed a-ainst tlîe con-
struction of a road, that wvould divert
inuch of the traffic to and fromn this country
tbroug'i otiier than eastern channels. Tliè
action of the local Governrnent is therefore
very opportune for the Dominion author-
ities, and furnishes them with a very
plausable Pubterfuge under which to im-
pede the opening of this, te us, aIl îin-
portant nortbern outiet.

Had Manitoba neyer offered any greater
assistance, than is now offered by the
present Governiment, there would ho no
pretext available for the prescrnt action of
the Dominion, whicli could be based upon

tlie action of tIrs province. Thi-ro is
certititily strong grouuid for argument in
fa% or of the assumption, diat tige iu-
uuu guarante is a'i tliat tho present re-
.s,-urc~es of the province wili wvarranit, and
lîad that been the liîglîct offer ever mîade
the- D>omninon autliorities would have liad
to liunt for an argument olàewliere, if tbey
were deterinined te mnake use of one. But
Mýanitoba liaving at one timie ofl'ered a
$4,50,000 guarantee for tlîe construetion
of this road, wlîes there wva no hope of
further nid from Ottawa, furnîshies the
strongest possible proof, te parties lookîing
for a negativo argument, that. provincial
anxiety for a lludson's Bay outlet wa
îîow. mucb lema than it wvas a year or
two ago.

WVe hear a great deal of argumnt in
favor of tîje stand taken by the local
(Jovernmient, based upon the cbanged
cîrcunistances of the province sinco the
guarantee of last year was giv-n, songe of
which im scarcely wvorth tlîe desig'-nation
of argumient. But it must ho remembered
tlîat tie Dominion Government can also
make use of tlîis argument of changed
circuistances, and when our provincial
guarantce is reduced nearly one-half, it is
not too great a stretch of reasoning, for
outsiders te assume, that the people of
Manitoba are satisfiet. for the presenit wvith
the abol itiozi of the late C. P. R monopoly,
and are conîtent te wait a fow .years longer
for the construction of the I-udson's Bay
road. Tige provincial Goverament will
find, that our Ottawa rulers are not the
only parties who wihl construf, their action
into surb an argument; altbough tiiere is
not a ieinher or supporter of MNr.
Greenwvay's administration who will daro
te assert that the people of the province
are satisfied with such delay.

\Ve have neo partizan motives in thus
criticising the Actions of Mr. Greenway
and bis colleagues, and wve still give tlieni
credit for acting honestly and to the best
of their judgment We must confess,
however, to having a very poor opinion of
the jîdgment. They have struck, and we
believe unintentionally, too, the v.iost
staggerin- blow the Hudson's Day railway
project bas receivcd, since the first appli-
cation was made for a charter for- its con-
struction. Doubtless tbey have formed a
clear and decided policy, for Mr. Green-
way and lis colleagues bave slîown their
ability to forai opinions and enforce them.
Like other mon, hovever, they are hiable
te form mistaken ones, and tbey bave
made a buge iinistake upon this Hudson's

Bay raitwfty question, one thîcy would do
w hIl to reutify c-,en yct, aithougli too late
te rtpair songe of tic dainage it lias causcd.
It îs miot mit ail impossible that if tho
immstake is persisted in, tboy have appIied
t le nîattock te the founidation of thecir own
teîîure of power.

We dislîko very mnucli tho stylo of
argumilent adopted by party journals, in
rakitig up the pledges nnd avowals of the
îîieîîîbers of a Governinont made beforo
t.hey weîît irito power, but tbe toaacity
withî whvlîc :Ir. Greenway and bis sup-
porters stood by the H-udson's Bay rail-
wvay projPcet, ivhile they were in opposition,
contrast-9 strongly wvit1 tlîeir treatmont of
it now. It ki safe te say that not one of
their outside supporters ever suspected
tbeni o! the course tbey bave now adopted.
Eiven .lie faults and shorttomings o! tlio
H-udson's Bay Railway Co., wvhich the
Attorney G encraI takes sucb pains, and
guocs so far out o! bis way te sho.v up,
ivere novermentionedin Legislativedebato,
but wcre carefully bidden and ingenicusly
coîîdoîed by tlîe opposition leaders duringr
M1r. Norquay's last ycar of power. Now
tlîey sieeni tu have dîscovered overy essence
o! evil iii the company, and very little to
caîl foi- any legislativit effort or consider-
atioiî in the project itself. NVitb othimrs
who contIfibuted te the elevation of xi;.-.
Gveenway aîîd lus collôagues te per,
wve confess ouî disappointnient as well as
our astonislînent at the course they now
pursue towards this great projcct.

TRADE INTERCOURSE 'WITH AUSTRALIA.
By the round about wvay of Loendon,

EnglIand, the news reaches us that at
Ottawa overtures bave been received froin
the Australian Governiment suggcsting
negotiations for dloser trade relations
betwvcen that colony ail Canada, and the
probability iù that the newvs is true, as it
a very natueal move for cither o! these
Colonial Governments to make, and the
wvondcr is, tbat songe move of tlîis kind
bas not been riuade long ago. 0f course
there is a class of gushing iniperialista
whbo may be t-mpted te look upon it as a
step towards the dloser political union. of
portions of the Britigh Empire hitlierto
distinct and separate, if not as yet
antagorgistic or discordant The com-
mercial ecoîîomist may not ho prepared to
entertain any such prospect, but taking
the xnost sordid vicw pu.sible of the
question, the value te both colonies of
dloser trade relations is beyond question.
Each can use s-'uite a proportion o! the
products of tbe otlier, and in return flnd
a market for nîuch, of its ewn producte.
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