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B ARON PAUL D)ER TR wlo died last nontlî ini
France, aged 83, w.as the foumîder ot the international tele'

graplîic news agency whvlîi bears lus ninme. A Grmîian by
birila, lie becanie a natural.'.d 11ritisli subject. Ilen tue flcirst
telegraph lie o11 the cotinent of 1Europ)e, that between Berlin
anîd Aix-la Chapelle, 'sas openecd, in u849, Reuter, wlio had
started lite as a nlercliant's clerk, began to furnisli commercial
rep>orts by tulegrapli. 'lo iniprove the faîcilities Ihetweenz points
not connectud by wvire, lie cnmployed fast lînyses. carrier
pigcozîs, sivift couriers and mier nîcans to quickeaî comnmunica-
tion.

Th'le service "'as a good dentl bamplered by the press cetasors
anid ollier Obstacles on thle Continent, soin Ill wlien tie
caale 'vas laid lîetwevii Enltî nad the Continetnt. Renter

fi\'ed lits liead office is bondon. wberc it lias sance reiaînied.
li Uîose days, tilt: Londajn datlies were at cinormious expeaise in
getting niewçs. '*ie it:*iies, (or inîstance, ;îossessed a fast steamecr,

whlîclî kelit nîî quick comnîtîicationî b)teti Calais and I over.
Reuter offéreil to convey pîolitical, as well as conmmercial,
îîîforniraUoiî. But thîe i.aîdosi papiers 'vere slow to take iltif).
à\ista.kcs svere a1ît 1> bc maade, for ofteau thîe nuits lad tao lie
tra:îslatud into tlîree or four laniguages bel'ore it reaclîed Liiîdoîî,
anîd errors would crecv il. lis first tu-o cfforts to supply flic
Lonidon pîress svere, tlierefore, utîsuccessful-

But, ntilanitnted. Retrniade a tlîird at:enipt go î858. île
al>proaclîed Tne I.,indoîî .dvertiser, tliea edited by ' atues
Gyratt, aîîd ofl'ered to supply tlîat journal wiîl foreigai telegratîîs.
'l'lie Advertiser svas tlien uîîdetr an texpusnse of À£:40 a montlu for
ils foreigil newts, but Rentier offercgd tu do il for /_-3o a a:aonth,
guarantccing tlîat tlic telegrainis wonild be fuller atnd lietter at
that price. As a test, lie otl'ed to, send the tîews for a few
weetks Irec of charge. T'he raxlertnieit 'vas a succesç ' and aIl1
the îiewspaîîers unl on exceî>t Thei 'lime. miade coîltracts
'vith Rcnter for lus service. 'l'lie 'Tinies at first believed îluat
Reuter could tint give tlium a fo)re!igai service as gootl as tîjeir
own, bîut îarusently decided to take: lus despatches.

Th'le first great "scoop " wis a1 repîort of thîe interview
betwecns Naî>oleon III. and the Austrian anibassador wlicli fore-
shadowcd the war. 'l'lie despaîicli creaxed a great sensation.
From tlîis tinie on thec paliers 'vere eagerly rcad for Reuter's
telegrainis. 'l'lie ngeaic> gaiaied ie conidctnce of tie press lîy
ils accuracy aaîd nprîi. Inf'ormîation "'as ahiVI>s kepi f'or
the puress aaîd neyer allowcd to lcak out first to the stock excbiange
or prîiate isidtvidtia]N.

lIn tliose days thiere sva no caible betuectu Eaîgland and
America. Thle agency clid ercryîlaiig it could to facilitate corn-
nîunication. 'l'lit lalcst miws 'ras le-egraiîlicd to Bi-stoti )r New
York, (irs i l poiht,; in inerica, ju>~t bcfore thte iail packet
lcfi. laNt sifling yachits met thte %teatîlers off flic Irishl coast
antd rectivedl on borard the dlesîîaîclîes, î,acked lisi bermuticalli.
sealt'd l w-a.hsvîcl were inîmealiatelv conive-yted tri Crooklîaven,
tlie necarcst point on Ille Iru-ulu cn.ast. TIlîeîîcc: tlle :îews 'vas
telegrailibed, lîy way oi Coirk, nvçr sortie %ixty suites oif wvîre, laidi
dowai lty P eutcr liiuîîself in order ta> obtains tis: nirst rapid trans'

Mission to London. Mihen Irsident Lincoln was assassinated
by Booth the miail hand already lefi New Y'ork. but Reuter's cor-
respondent cbartered a Swift steamer, overtook the nmail boat,
and got the ncws on, board.

'l'lie sei,.ure of Mà\asoni and Slidell on the Trent %vas first con-
veyed to L.ondon by Reuter, and, on the strenigthi of the (les.
patcli, Lord l>almierston summiioned bis cabinet. It was a Reuter
telegrmni whlicl flrst gave Einglind the tidings of the disaster at
Isandilliana ini the Zulu %Var, and the defeat nt Majuha HllI by
the Boers.

Retiter, wlîo wvas, on accounit of bis public services, crcated a
baron, il' 1 S7 , by tlle I)uke Of Saxe-Cobourg and Gotha, also
busied lisclf ini laying cribles. Through lus efforts 'vas due
the submarine cable connecting England and Gerrnany, .çhlicti
enabled a tlîrougli telegrapbic communication to bu made
betweei L.ondon and tbse principal towns ot his native country.
Ite also acquired from the French Govertnment the riglit to
construct and Iay a cable between France and the United States.
Thlis wvas laid in YS6 5 , and was worked ils conjuriction with the
.Xnglo-Anmerican lelegraplî Company.

I Iaving formed bis igency into a imited liability company witb
hinmsel( as managing-director, Baron de Reuter, lin 1878, retired
(romn lus position, illoughi hestili contînued asan ordinaryrniember
of site bonid. 1le wvas succceded in the post of mianaging-director
of the compani by lus son, Mr. Herbert de Reu teran ot ler SOn),
Biron George de Retiter, baving also a sent on1 the board.
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