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ORIGIN OF THE CABLE SERVICE.

Compiled for THR PRINTER AND Panticiten,

BARON PAUL DE REUTER, who died last month in
France, aged 83, was the founder of the international tele.
graphic news agency which bears bis name. A German by
birth, he became a naturalized British subject.  When the first
telegraph hine on the continent of LEurope, that between Berlin
and Aix-la Chapelle, was opened, in 1849, Reuter, who had
started hfe as a merchant’s clerk, began to furnish commercial
reports by telegraph.  T'o improve the facilitics between points
not connected by wire, he cmployed fast horses, carrier
pigeons, swift couriers and other means 10 quicken communica-
ton.

The service was a good deal hampered by the press censors
and other obstacles on the Continent, so, 1n 1831, when the
cable was laid between England and the Contineat, Reuter
lined s head office 1a London, where it has since remamed.
In those days, the London datlies were at enormous expense in
getting news.  The Times, for instance, possessed a fast steame,
which kept up quick communication between Calais and Dover.
Reuter offered to convey political, as well as  commercial,
information. But the London papers were slow to take it up.
Mistakes were apt o be made, for often the news had to be
translated into three or four languages before 1t reached London,
and errors would creep it. Fis first two effurts to supply the
London press were, thereflore, unsuccessful.

But, undaunted, Reuter made a third attempt tn 1858, He
approached Tne London Advertiser, then edited by James
Grant, and offered 1o supply that journal with foreign telegrams.
‘The Advertiser was then under an expense of £40 a month for
its foreign news, but Reuter offered to do it for £ 30 a month,
guarantecing that the telegrams would be fuller and better at
that price.  As a test, he offered to send the news for a few
weeks (ree of charge.  The expenment was a success, and all
the newspapers i London, except The Times, made contracts
with Reuter for his service.  The Times at first believed that
Reuter could not give them a foreign service as good as their
own, but presently decided to take his despatches.

The first great “scoop ™ was a report of the interview
between Napoleon IT1L and the Austrian ambassador which fore-
shadowed the war.  The despatch created a great seasation.
From this timie on the papers were eagerly read for Reuter’s
telegrams,  The agency gained the confidence of the press by
its accuracy and imparnality.  Information was always kept for
the press and acver allowed to leak out first to the stock exchange
or private individuals.

In those days there was no cable between England and

America.  The ageney did everything it could to facilnate com-
manication.  The latest news was tlegraphed to Boston or New

York, from all points in Mmerica, just before the mail packet
left.  Fast sailing yachis met the steamers off the Irish coast
and received on board the despatches, packed i hermetically-
sealed hoves, which were immediately conveyed to Crookhaven,
the nearest point on the Insh coast. “I'hence the news was
telegraphied, by way of Cuork, aver some sixty nnles of wire, laid
down by Reuter himself in order to obtain the most rapid trans-
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mission to London. When President Lincoln was assassinated
by Booth the mail had already left New York, but Reuter’s cor-
respondent chartered a swift stcamer, overtook the mail boat,
and got the news on board.

The scicure of Mason and Slidell on the Trent was first con-
veyed to London by Reuter, and, on the strength of the des.
patch, Lord Palmerston summoned his cabinet. It wasa Reuter
telegram which first gave England the tidings of the disaster at
Isandlhana in the Zulu War, and the defeat at Majuba Hill by
the Boers.

Reuter, who was, on account of his public services, created a
buron, in 1871, by the Duke of Saxe-Cobourg and Gotha, also
busied himself in laying cables. Through bis efforts was due
the submarine cable connecting England and Germany, which
enabled a through telegraphic communication to be made
between London and the principal towns of his native country.
He also acquired from the French Government the right to
construct and lay a cable between France and the United States.
This was laid in 1863, and was worked in conjunction with the
Anglo-American Telegraph Company.

Having formedhis agency into a limited liability company with
imsell as managing-director, Baron de Reuter, m 1878, retired
from his position, though hestillcontinuedasan ordinarymember
of the board. He was succeeded in the post of managing-director
of the company by his son, Mr. Herbert de Reuter, another son,
Baron Guorge de Reuter, having also a seat on the board.

PRINTER AND DUBLISHER WANT COLUMN.

W.\.\' IFEh—An evpenenced feeder for Cylinder and Gordon presses; girl
prefenivd, steady emplosiieat,  Apply o Sharchoidar Ottice, 206
MeGill street, Montreal.

AN TED~For newspaper othice, voung wan with <ome hnowledyge of
aldvernang work . one speakingg French devwred  Apply, giving age,
capetience and references, 10 L., 140 Star Ottice, Montreal,
ANTED=\ sirong vouny man to work an a printing oftice . one having
~ome huowledge of presswork preferred  Apply at Montreal \Witness
Othee,

W AN TED=\ first and a second asastant stercotvper for a daily paper.
Aildress 1RO, Box 584, Montreal,

T O PRINIERS AND EDITORS— Wanted, to manage a1 weekly Con.
swervative paper and book and job ottice sn the Northwest Termtornies, a
Wivenan, Address X, Box 33 House of Commons, Ottana,
LAWSPAPER-~The plant and buaness of ‘The Marnsharge Couter, valued
at §2.800; 81,200 sl buv everythimy . plant i< one of the et an eastern
Ontane Address, Chas AL Stvles, Maornsburg, Ont

LEKLY NEAWSPAPER — Countey ullage. good business.  Box §51,
‘Taronto Globe.

i EWSPAPER PLANT = Independent—and bookstore for <ale ; plant,
S2.300, uvoppoution,  Adidrens Box g0, Toronto Mail and Empire,

Nli\\'.\l'.\l'l-lk WANTED="Two young men desite to purchase a Liberal
or independent weekly 1in goud town. Boy atg, Totonto Glole.

AI'I'I-\'!{.\' FICES WANTED—Tvwo or -lhfﬂ' Good smaeL Boss (o k'.tr-n j«nfﬁ
puntng.  Apply Mantreal Herald Job Departinent.

W.\.\'Tlil)-.\ gentleman thosoughly esperienced i newspaper wotk, 1o

tahe the poation of aty editor of A momng paper an St Jlohn, N.B.
Apple. statog eaperiencs and lary UM D care of Daly Telegraph Office,
Stofohn, N I8

RINTING BUNSINISS FOR SALE—Situated 10 a4 hve bhuanes town of

At 9000 mbatntanis, e cenuc oia Refan counn | pubidaten Jads
anid weekly, with a gond circutanien | good reasons for selimg.  Apply to Box
$3R. loroents Glabe

EAWSPAPERMEN=Owner of profitalile Laberal daily and weekly wants
acie e anid ezperienced  pattoer for business management, reaserable
teras ansd good apeming for nghit man, Apply Bos £33, 1oronto Globie,

OB PRINTING PLANT=AT a bargaun, well etablidied ; good run of
work,  Neidress Bon 350, Torento Glohe

AN TLED=<M tintcaw lithegraph pressan Apply The Mortimer Co.,

tawa,



