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5 ' -Il nnital meeting of the Western

~ 4R~t. .,vaermcn's Association %vas lield in
1 11nîr. ' Tuesday, Febrtinry 2otli. There
1wr a ubout zoo members, and the chair

* vwas ti aîpied by the prosident, Mr. Henry

ri yo rite ** Vinnipeg, wbio opened the pocd

t'bdlo% î iiow ncaners of lite Western Rctail
Lad .,.ocationi cxteud ta youa iîcitrtygrecting.

ttaLw *t '0 Mei I.ntacits p1o.asurc lu1 metintg you lherse oit glas%
J V .,,~, ~ .1daictatc at the asriallo auai l retilag of luis

agean the~ plea-ttare is aiddcd ta ai tise fact of

weO ~ t a in oit liant our aissociaiion liasi
got~ ~ '.-rv. soutcis ditriag lise v*now -.:osed. Ili

'f i vionibertiip anad intat îargeir evidence of the
ý: phra P . ..tuliîc%.4 il cxercises, and îvliichi- ancmre and

Ail , ri 11 ed. Iu fiet, (lie ycar jutts ciosed may wil
1-1 in- si. -tl 1 %rte record breaker in ltse liîstory af the as-
ýe aë ý .utce is orgataizatiOn.te

I £ e 1, m.Id to inforrn )-outi lat Venerai>' speakin ise
14 lî 'car *,* ". or rnarked liariiony aiîîaîg tise assa-

lia mhe .~ airs. There have laet a fev exceptionial
Ç!~.* anîd frictions, ait1 ai wliciî 1 nîtst con-

l'le , ui* ay tad priperiv aide. 1 tliatik tits% as a
î1îna.ia) 'h iiicii the iiienabers shlauld atlow tigia2r good
'1 ~b'tt~ " ,ai%dertion ta be used in in.sta lise aid-

L~ S1 e atug. li derived frota fair :suit liraiiorabtle methods

)ne

net -1

1 hei

mal

e re~
nt, s IlENI3P.RS IN A-rTENrDA-cE AT

cearri'atig oia the lumber trade aiang the Unes or the
roscisiitition sud by-law% afitlieaae.ociation. The restait ai
[lihas îî,aîad bc ta naîmiansze in a vcry great degrec (lie

bvas .ntbt-r of griccances arising.,
inities i -tait about ta bc succ. ed in the office you did me

intn -41îe tavnor ofi eicctiatg nie tan tu le Iast altltuai meeting, 1
racte ~w h tfnre retirngi tn acknowiedge the couricsy ex-

d *;s'aîdd ta ne on ail bands, -and 1 assure you liani lie
ialie dutoltsaisîon nie as your prcsidcnt have becu of

pu kti f,,ast cngenial ta me. litdeed, 1 have cnjoyed

ilrnaagltita picasant inîcrest in the part 1 have talien, ne-
rgia oriag to nîy humble judgnîent, iu the promotion and

he as, of,''ra ise association in the various ways titat 1
hed at tioafi ligneC to lime.

1r I .t1t-en fortunate in lîaving nsçociated %villa me a
d au erv taîaiboard ai directors, ail being cxperacnccd
Idtaes% nîca aaîd able to use thecir business experience ta

-aaa Iss iable accoant while delibcrating tapota matters itotaglit
ivs efore that'm for settlement.~ li ..aa..,,ia,1 may state for your information liant 1

,ed o v meliter a close observer or lise wvorking of tle ;associ;a-
eaiannt" the year, and 1 arn quise decaded tliat ats
er nor ~aaaraae .rc bcnelaîaai ta both the uhlesalc and retitil

as in O .lrs f ourse, the stîccessfitî working of the associ-
sear 4 ~aitt't% .argcly tapon tlîc loyalty af ils niembers in

'suaaaîa tia acretary inulhis dues, and in tite gencrai
a ih gea. of.auada ailis constitution and by-laiws.
s u1~ I nou %.îiî upan tue secretary ti. make the annual stite-

S~ A uaasd,, iLîtiir report lie miay itaveto suit toyou.
ned, (Signed) HY. I3vRaES,

lath. j.President.
VhIchh The reading of the address ivas grceted îvith

p plausc.
dollarJ Tieu aîîitztary, Mr. Isaac Cockburn, submitted

wnerst lie faa.tiý,4.tfstatement, %which showved reeeipts
,en ai~ (3 f ;S mciuding balance Of $729j carried over

mot~roni the previaus year, made up mainly of fees
bu nd dîtcs of members. The disbursements;

or the % car w~ere $1,548, leaving a cash bpalance
f $î,63o.

IE~ CAN.AJD.A. I~TJIvIB~R~IA.N

SE#ê-RtITAR''S REPORT.
The iccretary rgia rend lita allouîtai report, wIaithi f.01a.

immcid ntaîtcl iaîîereNtiaag inîformtationa regaardaaîg (lie work.
iaag ofi lte A N.aca 1tjoaa. la .aloed the .a#Tnir4 ir ise
Asuciattoat tu lbei ait a roerotis toition. no t 11at ja rtia
i fiaticial stantdiolint, li aisa lis ta oii'aibershiip. I îriaig
tiae >enr iliare îiere stditîtted .54 active anad () iaoaîtîrary
meatibers. Sauce Mas fati 7 formier atacataberît haad laceai
reîîîuved trotta îîaenber-liia. l'le futal meaaiacrsiip nt
tige close or 1899 %vas 215-- 888 active amti 27 iaoaîorary. Il
%vat statuti lisait itailh few exceptionts i $,!ic>' rCioiasC liat
beurs uaade to site catil for attanistai dlucs. Tite secrethary
coiigrattiiteti tite tieiabers tapots litvitig experieccd a
1ar.îtit.ibk cnan buisinîess iit 'je:r. lsreport ait-
cltadsd liteu rooiiig renianrks:

111 have saade sute ctquiriesans ta visa, il is possible tiant
nt n lame Mieni buasinessi is good that gond mects wili ai tuse
face of ai considrale risc iu lise wiaoiewaie price ai latn-
ber, cat tla reuiait Irtceiaiready loiv enouga, ifali too ua 1g.

Il %'lient iîaakiatg a tait ait a towai il short s aie aigo, 1
ivas lirst nit by oaîe deailer wi 3 conaipiaiîted ver)- soucis of
lise Laitier denier ltrvîng ciat tue lance it, and iii couarse
ai a ille taste 1 met lthe alher deaier, wvlao hastdut
ideatîcial conaaphaiîît ta attrike aigainsi tige firaa deaher 1
taiked wila. 1 fuaitî lisat tise tasual ihiag lind ltapieed
souie latyer teliiiag tue finrs deaier liei cotild ba la his lain-
ber foar lteiq iric*e front (lie tlher denier. l'latr t deaier
did a..î tllav te ltaier ta restrt ta lthe alter ceicaer, Io
gel lais liaîber ai less lance, nor did lie trj, ta fitit atat front
lite ollier deaier whietiter tic bu> er iad beetî teliig liaitt
lite truts or al, [lt slttck a bargai it ti ita îycr ait
the spot lay cttlng lthe lance ; ver' sona atiter ste alther

denier caane la kto or the trattsnttoa anti stanied ot
ott reaiittsn ati farst aîaîortuîuty, antd ltise s..'ctc.
uvas dians coîîaaîg aud siaîlahing cotttiatied ilaraugli lthe sca-
soit. ZNa ctttidt-aire txiisted betweeailaan lait jealiast
;liait satifs ietîti fueintg arase %-,.ainsi eaci Lalitier, lieiîag sa

cornpctittoîi wils the lire of trade, bîtt it 'totae.
times tvas the dentit of traîde, aiud visona cnrricd
ta extremes recttd tigainst, the constinmers by
th infecrior service rendered andi the itîferior

goads ofTercd. Tihis freqttenîly led te combina-
tion te correct these cvii conditiaons. lile pointcd
out tiat the Liînîbernns Alsociation îvas nlot
operated ta injure the caustincr, aîtd tîtat the
public hand flot paid any highcer margiti on Itimbcr
by rensot of the existence of tlie association,

The thrace chief oficers iverc recectcd b>'
aciatiation, ais Ili : President, l-lenry
Byrnes, Winnipeg ; vice-president, R. H.

B'-arlrandont ; secreltîry-trcnsttrer, Isa
Cockbalin, Winînipeg. Portraits of those olffcers
have alrendy appcared it the CAND 1,MIIliM.%AN.

The foilowiug werc clected as tce board of
directors :Titos. *tî,ribtls, Manitoui ; J. L.
Campbell, Melita ; D. E. Spragîte, Winnipeg;
Wm. Armstrong, Portage la Prairie; A. Stevens,
Cypress River ; J. F. lloyd, MNniiiedosa. The
atiditors far last yensr were re-elected.

Mr-. 1'. D. Robinson urged the îvholcsaiers ta
fix lthe price af limher for tite enlire season cariy
in the year. MNr. D. C. Canmeron contended that
titis ivas an inapossibiiîy. Canditions vstried nit
different tînies, and they ctaîtd nlot tel[ what it
ivas goînig to cost to tulantafacîtare the luttber,

Tit NINTiE ANNuAI. CONVFNsrioN OF TIIE WESTERN RETAII. Lti.tiitMrs AssoctATION.

extremc tuaIt any assurance ai anc ta lite otiter %va% no
acccpted, and tise enid of the ycar nîitst ncceausarily htave
foîand ihcir parofits la bc Ieý%s 1 hall aIaey shoota]d lave been.
Neither ane lias risen eqtal ta lthe occasion ta nakge a1
proposition ta tue alther ta .,isik difféeces, and discua-
sitage titeir foualio doing iaijîry, ta tiemrsclvcs ntîd
(lacir- busîttcss. %Villa enratesiaies oit tise part ai boita
dealers. la rcntedy lise naistinderstndings thaî have
-irisena and a iarger degrce of aity execised, i gîcre cars
be no daubt lthe dilfactaities wvili cease, and a pioper butsi.
nless arrangemnîct bic maiaaîaaed. At îaresettt tite one is
qtaite sure the otiter 14 Wroltg.

"I propose giving a good deal ai attentiona to prop~er
cstablislied price lisîs ait ahe variaus points, aaad bepeak
your kind assistance iu carrying il on to staccess.

l I concluasion, 1 ican upon the assastance o-ait ahiîcan-
bers an farlterting tise abjects ai the Absociatoa, aand
%viald ask aIl ta kccp iveil versed iti lite by.iaws of tue
Association, anad if acted uta tuie spirit oi litent asoucis
gond iviilie b(lie restait."

Mr. D. Spi-ague, of Winnipeg, moved the
adoption oaf the report, takîaîg occasion at the
same tame ta complament the afficerb, Jirectars
aand members on the satisfactory condition of the
association. He pointed out that at the iast
atinual meeting reports ivere made of severe
competition in same districts on accouit, of a
cheap, class of lotv grade lumber being brought
into Manitoba trami the United States. The
nuembers, however, agi-ced ta stand by the as-
sociation, and happily the diWaiculty had since
been rernoved. 1-e urged the advisability af the
wvholesalers fixing their price lists as early iii the
year as possible.

Mr. J. L. Campbell, of Melita, spoke at some
length, confining his rcmarks largely ta the
benefits of co.operation. Combination, lie said,
was pot plways an evii, Il: has beelu saisi that

owing te rates ai wages and other factors in
cost being liable to changes. He said that;
nianufacturers in ollier fines iwauld nlot guarancee
prices, and the itimber mansufacturers cauld nlot
reasanably be expected ta do so.

A lengthy discussion took place on credit
business, discounts for ca..h, charging interest,
cash business, etc. It %vas explained that the
dealers had te pay spot cash for freiglit, wvhich
wvas a large itemn on a heavy cominadity like
lumber. The dealer ivas also obliged ta pay
inherest after sixty days an lis purchases from
the manufactutrer. This they did nlot complain
af, but where the injustice came in was in selliaig
ta tle (armer on Lang terrims of credit, without
interest. Farmers became hostile if asked te
pay inlerest, thougli they would corne to the
dealer and get the laîvest cash price an the
understatading titat they %voîtid pay in a short
tîme, and tiien let the account stand for mionths.
Soane of the members said that they invariably
charged intei-est, and when they insisted oini
they found it rt se difficult after ail. Other
memoers reporied thaît they lad two prices, onte
foi- cash and amie for credit ctistomei-s, their
credit price being $i per thousand higler titan
spot cash ; oathers had a credit price only and
gave a discount for cash. It %vas the generai
feeling that tle executive should take up this
malter at once and sec wvl-at could be donc ta
place the busianess on a More uniform basis as to
prices, interest, discounts, credit, etc.

The sursi ai $ooa ivas voted to the National
Patriotic Fttnd, îvhich conclustes Ithe bpsiness of
the conlvention.


