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mist-heads !-Set your topmast and Ioiver stutiding-iails 1-The
breeze slackens--run up your royals andi topgallantastudding-
salis!"' But oh, the merriment of' their Britisb prisoners at the
tordy, cenfused, andi lubberly wvay la which these orders were
executed! An equal nutuber ef' our sailors would have accein-
pli-shedi the 8ame work in one-t bird of' the time at ieast! And
tben the amusing remarks wbich tbey made upon the slovenly
trin of the salis.:-11 1 say, Jack, d'ye see tbat topasat studding-
sail there ?--my eyes ! why, ît sits like a purser's shirt dangling
on a hantispike V" Such gibes as these, with the louti Iaughter
whlch generally foîiowed, were sufficiently anoying to Mounseer.
Nor was the quarter-deck a scene of' less interest than the main-
deck andi forecastie. Though every countenance ivas iigbted
up with an animation andi eagernesi which almost approach-
eti a transformation oft' Ueir original feature9, yet, frein the
opposite sensations whica were feit, it was surprising te ob-
serve the ditterence betweeri those who were anxious te be
nvertalken and those who were eager te effect (heîr escape.
Every miuute the captain was intensely watching with his spy.
glass whether the Engiish frigate-for sucb theïr fears Lail cer-
tainly detineti ber te be-was gaining upon us. Alternate glad.
nesa andi dejectUon eKchanged sides between the prisoners ofivar
andi the French crew as the affirmative or negative was ancoun-
ced. Ater a chase eof two heurs, at the rate of about twelve
knot s, the bull of our pursuer became visible, Ail prisoners
were immediately ordereti off the decks; andth ie commnand was
given to clear nwa 'y l'or acion. What words can soffice te de-
scribe the inlense agony of suspense fe'ft by the prisences con-
fl&ed in the darkness Di the 'tween decke, whîlst we heard tLe
burry andi confusion over our heade, as they were clearing away
their guns andi preparing for battle, and the ciamorous shouts andi
execrations eft' he French sailors, as (bey despaired of' escape andi
deemeti a batile inevitable. la (Lis fever of excitement we wers
kept for about tweo heurs, unable te obtain the slightest informa-.
tion etf the progress of' the chase, andi expecting every moment te
hear a broatiside, every Frenchinan being chargeti, under the se-
vereet penalty, not (e auswer any enquîry frein tLe prisoners
respectiuig the sitsuation andi position oft' he ships. Towards the
evening, however, tLe breeze slackened, andi we Lad the moerti.
fication te hear that the English frigate hati given over the chase
andi alered ber course. We were again permitted te walk the
deck, andi eyed, with many a wistitul look, the prospect eof our
deliverance receding ('rom our sight.

On the ninth day after our capture we were taken into Brest.
Melancâio1y were my reflections as %we sauleti past the fortifica-
tionq on el ther lianti, on our outrance loto one eof the neblest har-
bours in Europe ; contrasteti wi whicb dejection, the gaiety and
bIflarity eof the French crew tentiet but te make my condition àp-
pear more disconsointe andi wretched. Seen frein the shore, Dur
Irigate must have appeareti a bcztutiful object ; gliding majesti.
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