"+ fingaround them.

TRy

g% and when they overflzpp=d the Emit

ORISR

., discuffions relative to for-ign powers.

$12)
tions of greater powers ; they bad leifure for
obfervations, ard refi-2ion on what was pas.
' ‘They formed a relpeflable
port on of that mafs of public opinion, which
was the faw of powers, who acknowledge no

- other contronl. e could not contemplaie 2

more inserefling {(peQacle thun the linle Re.
public of Geneva, culiivating lieratre and
fcience at.the gates of the immenfe empire of
lounis X1V, undiflurbed and unthreatencd.
All this, {sid he, is gone; what may bz the
new order of thinzs, it is not for m= 1o fay,
but,'I declare it 10 be my fiem perfualion,
.that the total abfence of all fchemes of op-
preffion, ever fince the days of Louis XIV.
D heen owing to the freedom of diccuffion,

“wihich has; il lately, prevailed in mofl coun-

trics of Furape. If filence was oblerved m
home upon fuch projeels, oo prefles 1 foie
eign counties cirenlated them, and rendered
tham deredlable chroughour Enrope,  Tyran.
av dreaded to make any arbitrry firetches as
Jong as there cxifled a frec prels, becaufe na
posver was apove its cenfure.  Now that all
this is gone, there is no longer any contioul
but what thiscounary affnds. Every prefs on
the conpweny, from Valenno 10 Hambuargh,
is enflaved; onc plate only remains whee
discuflion is fiee, proweied by oar government
and our conflizution. Ir is an awlully proad
confideration that this noble fabric, raifzd by
our snceflars, fill Rands wadecayed amidh
the ruins that furround us, You are the
advanced guard of hbenty, peimit me, there-
.tore, to r2m. /. you of foms= of e principles on
which our anceftors adled with relpedt to farcign
pawers ia cates lik «:the prefent. [Here Mz, Ma k.

-intefh Rated the Jaw not to be defined exaétly, fo’

as to afeertain the limits that diftinguithed hiftory
and fsir obfervation from tibel. It was left to Jus
riss to deteamine; in every fingle inftance, by the

malicious intention that may appsar in the publi. .

cstion, and this coalidence fo repofed by che Je.
giflacure; had never once been abuizd fince the reo
v stutizn, . Political 1ibel, he faid, was different
trom all others ; in cafes of common libel, the
fovenity of the punifhment only Rruck terror in-
to'thole who meditated guilt Byt in cafes of

. political L:bel, cvena jult punithment had the ef-

feét of deterrng weli-d:ipoled men from discus-
fon; as it was dificult fur chem o know how
“fue discuilion and hittary wauld permit tham to
"Thus,
the beft [ervic 5 thar could be rendered o mana
kind were discouraged. 1t was on this principle
thit our apcftors were alwaya tendee in reprefling
Ever fince
pur anccltors byt the wifiom o abandon all a6

. tion of continental conquelt, we had no views en

phis continent but fuch as atofe ont of a regard to

- cur fafety ani”the promozion of -our comuncrce,

The fickk and moft’ Linpurtant confidesation of fafe.
ty ‘depended on the maintenance of juft'ce and the
efervation of nations- in the enjoyment of their
1aits. - Wi jiflice was thus violated,; the fafe-
that arofe out of it and depended, on it,. was
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rendered infecure, and it was material to obferve
and dircufs ¢very violation in order to check and -
prevent all excelive and dangerous aggrandife.
ment,  The interelt of our Commerce v a fo-
candary conficeration, but a material onr, as the
¢bject was highly bencficial, not only to us but to
the natjons with which we traded, and to the
whale world, inac much as it brougnt additional
hands to labour, biought new fands intu cultiva.
tion, and fupplied frefh pleafures to man, It was
therefote, m it material, that s [pitit of free dis-
cutiion fhould exifl, and be encouraged, for the
purpofz of checking all violations of 1ights; aad

.whatever the encmies of this country may fuy,

the advantage of this atiention to continental ag-
fairs had been attended with the moft benefic.al
effeel's 10 the powers of the continent. This j-
$hand had bren foremoft to rehift every nurdinate
and unjuft projedt, and, on all fuch oceations,
had ftoed in the front of batties nut her gwp.——
1t wa; the hapninefs of this couniry, that the
loweit individual had a right to discuts the pubiic
reeatures of his time, and chough itmay in jonic
inftances be conceived thas this was inyurious in
times of domeflic diffenfion, it could not be de-
nied that it was always heneficial when applied 0
foreizn 2ffairs.  Here Mr. Mackintoth went ings
the particulars of M, Peltier's pubdlication, exten-
ding the iibarty of hiRorical difcuflion to the-detail,
net anly of .evente, but of the probable caufes and
confequances of thefe events, Mr. Peltier was ap
liberiy to detail the views of the faflions inwe
which the Frendh repubiic was divided, and for
this purpofe to republifh the wiitings of thefe -
faftions. It war evzn jultifiable in himto cxpofe
the principler of thefe faétions, by writing in theis
fpirit. and imputing to them expreflions deducible
from their principles. It was very likely that
Chenizr did, in fa®, write the ade-given under
his name, avd in that cafe, even though it
fhould be- fevere and libellous  on Buonapang, -
could it bz called a libel 'in Mr. Peltier, 1o
republifh j¢ here 2 I it was, why wearc the-
Englith newspapers fuffcred every day for ten-
yedrs back to republith  volumes of abuf: 2nd
calumny vented againit this nation and its go.
vernment in the Frenh journals, and latety,
in a fiile particularly malignant and atrocious, in
the official journal, the Moaiteur ? No criminality

j was by any perfon fuppofed to attach to” the pews-

papers, hecaule there was no criminal intention in
the rcpublication, which was made only with a
view to excite the deteftation and horror neceffari.
ly confequent to fuch flagitious abufe of our nati-
onal charatter and vur government. Why pafs
nver the republication of an article. in which 2 mogt
gallant officer was charged with exciting to affalii-
nation, and why fuffer Englifl - newspapers to re-
publifh, without any impuzation of a crime, the
moft infamous libels on a prince who hid paffed .
through a'reign of 43 years, beloved and- reipecled
by h s poople, and without a fingle flain on hischa-
rafter } Why fuffer the repetition of the moft at~
trocious calumnies on u nation, iwhofe hiftery af-
furded the extraordinary phenomena rf moutinies

‘without murder, mobs without malfacre, and civil, -

wars and revolutions withour affailinadon ? Why ' -
fuffer’ the republication of  articles, in which- thic
garter, the badge of tht conquerars: of Crefly and -




