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During the few days which followed, while the royal

pair remained in Segovia, the city was abandoned to

jubilee. The auspicious event was celebrated by public

illuminations and by magnificent fetes, at which the

king and queen danced in the presence of the whole

court, who stood around in respectful silence,*' On
the eighteenth, the new-married couple proceeded to

Madrid, where such splendid preparations had been

made for their reception as evinced the loyalty of the

capital.

As soon as the building of the E?t,orial was sufficiently

advanced to furnish suitable accommodations for his

young queen, Philip passed a part of every summer in

its cloistered solitudes, which had more attraction for

him than any other of his residences. The presence

of Anne and her courtly train diffused something like

an air of gayety over the grand but gloomy pile, to

which it had been little accustomed. Among other

diversions for her c ntertainment we find mention made
of autos sacrah'ien'u'/.'K, those religious dramas that re-

mind one o^ the .vnciepr Mysteries and Moralities

which entertained cur Engii^^h ancestors. These autos

were so mucb ui favor v !i.h the Spaniards as to keep

possession of he stage ici\ger than in most other

countries; nor did (hey receive their full development

until they had awakened the genius of Calderon.

It was a pen, however, bearing little resemblance to

that of Calderon which furnished these edifying dramas.

They proceeded, probably, from some Jeronymite gifted

with a more poetic vein tr I'js brethren. The actors

39 " En el sarao bailaron Rey y Reyria, estando de pie toda la Corte."

Florez, Reynas Cathollcas, torn. ii. p. goS.
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